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Lawyers say mother died after late diagnosis 

£215k FOR FAMILY 
OF CANCER VICTIM 


Report by Pippa Armstrong 


A FAMILY from the West Mid¬ 
lands will receive £215,000 in 
NHS compensation follow¬ 
ing the death from cancer of 
a mother of four at Sandwell 
Hospital. 

The woman, who was in her early 
30s, died from cancer in 2012, Judge 
Derek Sweeting QC told London’s 
High Court. Her family sued Sandwell 
& West Birmingham NHS Trust for 
damages on behalf of the dependent 
children she left behind. 

Lawyers claimed medics at Sandwell Gen¬ 
eral Hospital should have diagnosed the cancer 
sooner and started treatment. 

The NHS trust, which runs the hospital, ad¬ 
mitted breach of duty but disputed that an ear¬ 
lier diagnosis would have made any difference 
to the outcome. 

“There was always going to be an argument 
in this case about what would have happened 
if the cancer had been detected at an earlier 
point and what would have happened if the 
treatment started earlier. 

Sensible 

“The fact of the matter is, we really do not 
know,” said the judge 

With ‘uncertainty’ on both sides if the case 
had gone to trial, it was ‘sensible to reach a 
compromise’, he said. 

The settlement will see the NHS trust pay 
£215,000 to the children, the court heard. 

The family involved cannot be named for 
legal reasons. 

Approving the payout, Judge Sweeting ex¬ 
plained that the ‘loving mother’ had ‘her life 
before her’. 

He praised her sisters for stepping up to help 
care for her grieving children. 

“She must have been comforted by the fact 
that her sisters would not let her down, and you 
haven’t done,” he added. 

“I express my admiration that all of the 
adults who have had to take care of the chil¬ 
dren have done so in a way which puts the bests 
interests of the children first. 

“They have done a magnificent job in giving 
these children a loving and caring home.” 

• Inspectors - Page 3 


DIGGING IN AT ALLOTMENT IS SURE TO BEAR FRUIT 


A COMMUNITY came together in a 
project to transform an overgrown allot¬ 
ment into a fruit orchard. 

People from Smethwick teamed up to 
tidy Londonderry Lane Allotments. 

Organiser reverend Nick Ross, of Holy 
Trinity Church, called the event ‘just 
the start’ of the project, which is aiming 
to plant more than 100 trees at the site. 

“We want to see fruit trees growing all 
over Smethwick. 

“We are such a richly diverse commu¬ 
nity. 

“Wouldn’t it be wonderful to see peo¬ 
ple from so many different backgrounds 
working together to create a new future 
for Smethwick, a new heritage.” 

Among those who volunteered their 
elbow grease was Kes Peniket, of Wal¬ 
sall, George King, of Smethwick, and 
Nicky Edwards, of Smethwick, who were 
from the church. 

Organised 

They were snapped with smiles and 
spades in hand as they tackled the turf 
at the overgrown site. 

The project, called the Big Dig, was 
organised by a group called Common 
Ground, involving members of the 
church, and took place on Sunday after¬ 
noon. 

It has received funding from commu¬ 
nity group Near Neighbours. 

Volunteers of Common Ground are 
aiming to plant 140 fruit trees at the 
empty site. 

These will include apple and pear 
trees, cherries and plums, as well as 
more unusual fruit trees such as mul¬ 
berries and figs. 

A spokesman for Common Ground 
said: “The vision of Common Ground 
is that an unloved space can be trans¬ 
formed into a beautiful orchard that the 
whole community can enjoy together.” 

Earlier this year, a major clearing 
of the site took place. But there is still 
work required by hand in order to help 
transfrom the site. 

For more information about the pro¬ 
ject, email nick.ross@holytrinitysmeth- 

Kes Peniket, George King and Nicky Edwards, both of Smethwick, getting stuck in wick.co.uk 



DEATH 

BL plant union chief 
Red Robbo dies, 90 

TRIBUTES have been paid to for¬ 
mer British Leyland worker and trade 
unionist Derek Robinson, who has 
died, aged 90. Mr Robinson - who 
was dubbed Red 
Robbo - was one 
of the most famous 
names of the trade 
unionist movement 
in the 1970s. 

As shop steward 
at the BL plant in 
Longbridge, Bir¬ 
mingham, he was 
involved in a series 
of strikes and walkouts over alleged 
mismanagement, costing an estimated 
£200 million in lost production during 
the Winter of Discontent. 

He was sacked by Leyland in 1979, 
having stood as a Communist can¬ 
didate in four consecutive general 
elections in Birmingham, Northfield, 
between 1966 and 1974. He worked as 
a tutor in trade union studies during the 
1980s and 1990s, and was chairman of 
the Communist Party of Britain for a pe¬ 
riod in the 1990s. 

Walsall South Labour MP Valerie 
Vaz, said: “I’m sorry to hear about the 
sad death of such an important figure 
in the trade union movement.” 

PLANNING 

Demolition bid for 
fire-hit restaurant 

A FORMER restaurant that was gutted by 
a fire in West Bromwich could be demol¬ 
ished. 

More than 50 firefighters battled to save 
the first and second floors of the Royale 
Garden Caribbean restaurant as a fire tore 
through the building just after 10.30am on 
January 4. Now plans have been submit¬ 
ted to Sandwell Council for the demolition 
of the buildings on the site. 

Planning documents state: “The prior 
approval of the council as planning author¬ 
ity is required to propose method of demo¬ 
lition and proposed restoration of the site.” 
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Giant residential tower set for Brum 



How the tower could look 


A NEW giant 46-storey tower with a sky 
lounge and garden that would be one of 
the tallest buildings in Birmingham is 
being planned. Developer Nikal propos¬ 
es the residential tower as part of phase 
two of Exchange Square, in Birming¬ 
ham city centre. It is the final phase of 
Nikal’s £350 million Masshouse project. 

The landmark apartment building, if 
presented for planning and approved, 
would be the city’s tallest residential 
building and a high profile landmark 
for those arriving at Birmingham Cur- 
zon HS2, which is directly opposite 
the site. Planning consent is in place 


for 223 apartments and Nikal’s latest 
ideas could see this number increase to 
circa 565 in the part seven-storey, part 
46-storey tower. Nikal will be finalising 
it’s proposals for planning over the next 
few months. 

Nikal chief Nick Payne said: “Our 
thinking around the revised propos¬ 
als for Phase 2 Exchange Square are 
inspired by a desire to produce a truly 
landmark building that will announce to 
those travelling by HS2 that they have 
arrived in Britain’s Second City. 

“With our site lying adjacent to Bir¬ 
mingham Curzon HS2, it’s the perfect 


opportunity to respond with a dramatic 
and architecturally stunning structure 
that will eclipse the tall buildings that 
are already being produced in other 
major cities, such as Manchester. 

“We also want to produce a scheme 
that will complement the three resi¬ 
dential towers under construction as 
part of the new urban village at Phase 
1 Exchange Square, the tallest of which 
is 27-storeys. 

“The Birmingham skyline is under¬ 
going an exciting transformation,” he 
added. Work on phase one Exchange 
Square is currently underway. 


Dragon's Den meals 
boss has to sell home 


A FORMER Dragon’s Den con¬ 
testant says he has had to sell 
his house and his £50,000 Audi 
after a huge drop in sales - all 
because he revealed his finan¬ 
cial worth. 

Marco Hajikypri, who runs Pro¬ 
fessional Gains Meals, says he has 
received hate mail after going public 
about a £90 million offer for his com¬ 
pany, which he turned down. 

He claims he has 
also had a massive 80 
per cent drop in sales 
in his healthy-eating 
business, based in 
West Bromwich, since 
revealing the offer 
over the summer. 

Marco, from Great 
Barr, appeared on 
Dragon’s Den last 
year with his business 
idea but failed to draw up a deal with the 
tough panel. 

His firm, which delivers tailor-made 
meals to customers, went from strength to 
strength. But now he has suffered a loss in 
trade since he went public with the £90m 
offer in July. 

The 28-year-old has had to sell his house 
and car, while he ploughs money back into 
the business to keep it going. He said staff 
have left because there are not enough 
hours available. Now he drives his girl¬ 
friend’s Smart Car. But he vowed: “I still 
wouldn’t sell my business. I have never 
been ready to sell my business.” 

He set up his business in January 2015, 
with trade going well until this summer. 
Since rejecting the offer, Marco said the 
losses have resulted in his staff going down 
by 15 to 12 employees. When Marco ap¬ 
peared on the television programme last 
year, he experienced a rough ride with the 
notoriously hard-to-please Dragons. Panel 
member Deborah Meaden told him ‘this is 
like arguing with cotton wool’ when trying 
to get answers out of the businessman. 



Marco Hajikypri 


MP officially unveils hospice 



Opening of new Heart of Sandwell Day Hospice at Rowley Regis Hospital by MP James Morris and Richard Samuda 


A NEW hospice has been unveiled 
officially at a Black Country hos¬ 
pital. The Heart of Sandwell Day 
Hospice at Rowley Regis Hospital 
started operating in April. 

But at a ceremony, Rowley Regis 
and Halesowen MP James Morris 
unveiled a plaque to mark its open¬ 
ing. Mr Morris also met patients 
and staff. 

The hospice provides care to peo¬ 
ple suffering life-limiting illnesses 
including cancer. It is currently 
open Monday to Wednesday. 


Guests at the event included 
Richard Samuda, chairman of 
Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust, which runs 
the hospice. 

The trust was subject of a critical 
inspection report by the Care Qual¬ 
ity Commission this week. The re¬ 
port was published, with the trust 
rated as requiring improvement. 

Mr Samuda said: “We are very 
proud of our Heart of Sandwell Day 
Hospice service and the team at 
Rowley Regis Hospital - it reflects 


a long term contract relationship 
with the Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Clinical Commissioning 
Group. 

Mr Morris said: “It is really good 
to see additional services coming 
into this small intimate hospital. 
The patients seem in really good 
spirits and you can tell they feel 
relaxed. 

Patient Anne Bancroft, aged 61, 
who sufferers heart failure, said: 
“We get to do lots of activities 
which I really enjoy.” 


Car park bid 
to help suite 
success for 
The Regis 

SANDWELL Council is to lease a car 
park to an Old Hill conference and ban¬ 
queting suite - in a bid to help the busi¬ 
ness and its customers. 

The council is to lease the car park in 
Haden Road to The Regis conferencing 
and banqueting suite instead of selling 
it off for other purposes. 

The council decided to dispose of the 
former pay-and-display car park and was 
considering putting the plot up for sale. 

However, the owner of The Regis, 
Tony Billingham, had talks about leas¬ 
ing the car park for his customers to use. 

Now the council has decided to lease 
the car park to Mr Billingham, to give 
The Regis’ customers suitable parking 
provision opposite. 

Councillor Paul Moore, the council’s 
cabinet member for regeneration and 
economic investment, said: “This is a 
very good arrangement because the car 
park was under-used and the money 
raised by motorists did not the cover the 
council’s maintenance costs.” 

Mr Billingham said: “I am delighted 
this leasing arrangement has been 
agreed because it will be very helpful to 
our business and our patrons.” 

Under the lease, The Regis will be re¬ 
sponsible for repairs and maintenance of 
the car park. 

Overdose ruled 
as accidental 

A MAN died after ‘accidentally overdos¬ 
ing’ on painkillers while waiting for a 
knee operation, an inquest has heard. 

Philip Barber, aged 46, from Ethel 
Street, Smethwick, was found dead on 
his bed by his brother on August 28. 

There were seven empty painkiller 
packets and alcohol by his side. 

Black Country Coroners Court heard 
that Mr Barber had been taking vari¬ 
ous painkillers while waiting for a knee 
operation. He had no history of mental 
health problems. The cause of death 
given was multi-drug toxicity. 

Senior Coroner Zafar Siddique gave a 
conclusion of accidental death. 

He said: “He had overdosed acciden¬ 
tally on these painkillers.” 

Nine out of 10 bank 
HQ posts are filled 

HSBC has filled nine out of 10 of the 
posts at its new retail bank headquar¬ 
ters which is to open in Birmingham in 
January. 

The bank, which has its roots in the 
city through Midland Bank which it 
took over in 1992, will employ more than 
2,000 at the new 10,000 sq ft, 10-storey 
office in Centenary Square. Most of the 
people that will work in the city are new 
appointments as London staff have been 
reluctant to transfer. 



BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 
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Qtt Sheds and 
W Fencing Ltd 

01384 456 800 




• Fencing panels • Free Quotes • Delivery and erection service on all sheds 

Show site at Blakes Sheds 

Salop Street, Dudley DY1 3AY 
www.blakessheds.co.uk 
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Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Like us on: 

fil facebook 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Council cuts 
back on egg 
tampering 
over geese 

COUNCIL workers have continued 
with the controversial tampering of 
goose eggs at parks and beauty spots 
in Sandwell, it has emerged. 

But the practice has reduced dra¬ 
matically following a storm of protest. 

A total of 27 eggs have been pricked 
this year as part of measures to con¬ 
trol numbers of the birds. It rep¬ 
resents a massive drop from 2016, 
when 189 were pricked and another 
80 oiled. No eggs have been oiled this 
year, according to council figures. 

Sandwell Council came under fire 
for culling Canada geese in an effort 
to reduce numbers. Bosses agreed to 
end the cull following a huge backlash 
from animal welfare campaigners but 
did not rule out pricking eggs to con¬ 
trol the bird population. 

During 2017, eight eggs were 
pricked at Forge Mill Lake at 
Sandwell Valley, six at Priory Woods 
local nature reserve - down from 86 
last year - five at Sheepwash nature 
reserve in Tipton, five at Swan Pool, 
also at Sandwell Valley, and three at 
Dartmouth Park in West Bromwich. 

The authority became embroiled in 
a storm when it emerged 220 geese 
from Tipton’s Victoria Park and Dart¬ 
mouth Park were killed over a two- 
year period. Pricking eggs involves 
using a pin or needle to make a hole in 
the shell of the egg, while oiling eggs 
sees them coated with liquid paraffin. 
Both measures prevent the develop¬ 
ment of the bird embryo. 

Council chiefs were presented with 
a dilemma about how to keep the 
goose population under control in its 
parks, wary of avoiding the type of 
backlash its has faced in the past. 

Council leader Steve Eling said the 
authority was in a difficult position 
over geese. He said: “We can’t win 
because some people love them and 
some people hate them.” 

Underage sales 
of alcohol made 

AS part of this year’s Safer 6 Cam¬ 
paign, Sandwell Council’s Trading 
Standards team recently carried out 
an undercover alcohol test purchase 
operation in the Great Barr area. Out 
of the seven the shops visited, three of 
them sold to an underage volunteer. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan Cabinet 
for public health and protection said: 
“Shop workers have a legal duty to 
make sure they only sell to over 18s 
so we will carry out an investigation 
and punish those found to be breaking 
the law.” 

Anybody who is unclear about the 
law or would like to find out more 
about Sandwell Trading Standards’ 
Responsible Retailer Scheme should 
call 0121 569 6551 or email trading_ 
standards@sandwell.gov.uk. 


Bostin' idea ter paint Doreen's fizzog 



Derek Powell-Jones’s Doreen portrait 


QUEEN of the Black Country Doreen 
Tipton is hoping to be immortalised 
in art - and is looking for budding 
portrait artists to take on the chal¬ 
lenge. 

The self-styled Lazy Cow has even 
arranged a sitting - though it will 
probably be more of a ‘lying’ - for 
those who would like to draw her. 

The shortlisted entries, to be de¬ 
cided by a panel of judges, will be fea¬ 
tured in the Chronicle’s sister paper, 
the Express & Star and go on display 
at Wolverhampton Art Gallery. 

And the winning entry, which will 


be unveiled in a Doreen video, will 
later be auctioned off by Antiques 
Roadshow expert Will Farmer. 

Professionals, students and ama¬ 
teur artists can enter. Age is no bar¬ 
rier as the competition even has a 
children’s section for under-15s. The 
winning entry in this category will 
also be auctioned off by Mr Farmer if 
the young painter agrees. “We are on 
the lookout for an iconic work of art 
that captures your unique interpreta¬ 
tion of the subject,” says the rallying 
call for artists. The judging panel will 
include Mr Farmer, who will auction 


off the winner at his auction rooms 
in Stourbridge, Tess Radcliffe, cura¬ 
torial and learning manager at the 
art gallery, Doreen and writer David 
Tristram. Doreen has already been 
painted by Derek Powell-Jones of Ru- 
geley. It is now hanging up on the wall 
in The Rugeley Rose Theatre. 

The still-life sitting at the art gal¬ 
lery is planned for November 25. 
Spaces are limited to around 15 peo¬ 
ple but a second sitting may be organ¬ 
ised if there is enough interest. To 
register and get more details email 
lazyco w@ doreen. tv 


Hospitals' care falling 
short say inspectors 


CARE at Rowley Regis Hospital has 
been labelled ‘inadequate’ by the 
health watchdog. 

The quality and levels of staff on wards 
at Sandwell and City Hospitals has also 
been identified as a concern. 

Inspectors from the Care Quality Commis¬ 
sion have now ordered Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham NHS Trust to make improvements. 
The Trust has been rated as ‘requires improve¬ 
ment’ overall - meaning it keeps the same tag 
from its previous inspection two years ago. 

Inspectors singled out community inpatient 
services at Rowley Regis Hospital in Moor Lane 
as “inadequate because of lack of mental health 
capacity assessments, poor care planning and 
inconsistent assessment of risk.” 

The Trust was rated ‘requires improvement’ 
for being safe and responsive, but ‘outstanding’ 
for being caring and ‘good’ for being well-led. 
End of life care was also said to be ‘outstand¬ 
ing’. 

Competent 

The results of the inspection take in A&E, 
medical and surgical services, end of life care, 
outpatient services and the Birmingham Mid¬ 
land Eye Centre. 

And it comes at a crucial time for the trust as 
it prepares for the opening of the new £350 mil¬ 
lion Midland Metropolitan Hospital in spring 
2019. 

The CQC’s chief inspector of hospitals, Pro¬ 
fessor Ted Baker, said: “Although some im¬ 
provements had been noted since our previous 
from October 2014, the trust had not made all 
the necessary changes to alter their rating. 

Staff in the outpatients department did not 
have their competencies assessed to ensure 
they were confident and competent to carry 
out their role. The trust did not always ensure 
there was enough staffing.” 

Toby Lewis, chief executive of the Trust said: 
“I would like to thank the Care Quality Com¬ 
mission inspectors. We are all pleased that they 
recognised real improvement since the Trust 
was inspected in 2014. 

“I am delighted with the rating for our inno¬ 
vative partnership for end of life care.” 


Taking a Peaky at show’s premiere 



Cillian Murphy, who plays Thomas Shelby in Peaky Blinders, was among the stars walking the red carpet 


IT is the television show that put 
the Black Country firmly on the 
showbiz map - and now it is back 
with a bang. 

Gangster drama Peaky Blinders 
returns for a fourth series on BBC 
Two on November 15. 

A celebrity premiere, attracting 
many of the big cast names, took 


place in Birmingham last Monday. 
Cillian Murphy, Helen McCrory, 
Paul Anderson and newcomer 
Aidan Gillen, from Game of 
Thrones, walked the red carpet at 
the Cineworld in Broad Street. 

One absence from the event 
was Tom Hardy. Also there were 
members of boyband, The Vamps, 


and footballers from Aston Villa 
and Birmingham City. Comedian 
Jasper Carrott was also there. 
Following the walk down the red 
carpet, invited guests watched a 
screening of the first episode from 
the fourth series. A question and 
answer session then took place 
with the cast. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

website launches 
to tackle poverty 

A NEW website has been launched in 
a Black Country borough to help peo¬ 
ple manage their money better. 

The initiative, called BetterOff 
Sandwell, is part of Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil’s work to tackle poverty, help peo¬ 
ple budget better and avoid debt. 

Councillor Steve Trow, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for core 
council services, said: “The website 
helps people to help themselves, espe¬ 
cially people who are online and may 
not be able to get to council offices 
during our usual opening hours 

“We’ll still be offering face-to-face 
and over the phone support.” Visit 
www. sandwell.betteroff. org.uk. 

Woman grabbed 
by knifeman 

A WOMAN was grabbed and threat¬ 
ened with a knife in a shocking late 
night attack near Birmingham New 
Street Station. 

Police have launched an investiga¬ 
tion after the woman was approached 
at around 3am on Monday. The 
woman was walking back to her hotel 
down Hill Street. She was grabbed and 
threatened before she managed to get 
away. No-one was injured. 

Any witnesses are urged to call West 
Midlands Police on the 101 number 
and quote log reference number 500 
30/10. 

Bond ambition for 
movie star Julie 

JULIE Walters has revealed she 
would love to play a Bond villain. 

The Smethwick-born star joked she 
would be up for playing the role of a 
‘baddie woman’, similar to Rosa Klebb 
from From Russia With Love. 

The 67-year-old actor recently 
worked with James Bond producer 
Barbara Broccoli on Film Stars Don’t 
Die In Liverpool. She said: “They 
should have a baddie woman. I’d 
love that. What accent would I use? 
Depends on the baddie. Maybe she 
should be from North Korea. Anyhow, 
I haven’t heard back.” 

Coffee morning in 
aid of British Legion 

A COFFEE morning takes place at a 
funeral directors in aid of the Royal 
British Legion. The event will be held 
at H. Cope Limited Funeral Directors 
in Cradley Heath on November 10. 

The firm is inviting the public along 
to the coffee morning, taking place be¬ 
tween 10am and 12pm, 

The address is Lashford House, 123 
Reddal Hill Road in Cradley Heath, 
B64 5JG. For more information, call 
01384 569388. 
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We P r °J ect manage from start to finish 
We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating. 


Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 588 5737 
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COUNTY NEWS 


£104m is spent on 
fixing the problem 

COUNCILS across the UK spent 
more than £104 million repairing pot¬ 
holes last year, new figures show. 

And local authorities splashed out 
more than £3m compensating drivers 
who had their vehicles damaged as 
a result of hitting one. It comes as a 
survey from confused.com revealed 
that more than one third of drivers 
had their cars damaged by potholes 
last year, with tyres (64 per cent) and 
suspension (42 per cent) the most 
common repairs. The repair bill total 
works out at £245 per pothole. 

It also revealed that if you added up 
the depth of all the potholes in the UK 
it would be 25 miles deep. 

Ex-forces should 
join police, call 

POLICE forces should hire more ex- 
armed forces personnel when they 
retire from the military, a campaigner 
has said. 

Wolverhampton Liberal Democrat 
activist Paul Butters has called on 
West Midlands Police to recruit more 
former soldiers, sailors and airmen. 

Figures show that the force has 379 
officers who were in the services - 
around five per cent of the 7,000 total. 

Mr Butters said: “Ex-military per¬ 
sonnel would make fantastic police of¬ 
ficers, and it shocks me that for all the 
talk of harnessing the talent of forces 
personnel on civvy street we are not 
doing it.” 

0ver-50s prone 
to own a drone 

THE craze for flying gadgets is really 
taking off among ‘silver soarers’. It is 
often assumed that younger people 
tend to be the first to adopt new tech¬ 
nologies, but the majority of drone us¬ 
ers in the UK are aged over 55. 

Research for DronesDirect.co.uk 
found 31 per cent of drone owners are 
in that age group compared to just 10 
per cent aged 18 to 24. Those aged 45 
to 54 are the next most likely to own a 
drone at 28 per cent while just 12 per 
cent of 25-34 year olds own one. 

Only the hologram, 
but Roy to return 

LATE music legend Roy Orbison will 
appear as a hologram for a tour next 
year. The Texan singer/songwriter, 
who died in 1988, is best known for 
songs such as Only The Lonely and In 
Dreams. The hologram of Orbison will 
be backed by the Royal Philharmonic 
Concert Orchestra. 

The In Dreams hologram tour will 
arrive at the Genting Arena in Bir¬ 
mingham on Monday, April 9. 


GBH thug fails to get 12-year term cut 


A THUG who led a brutal attack that 
left a defenceless man brain damaged 
has failed to get his 12-year jail term 
cut on appeal. 

Keith Love, from Tipton, was con¬ 
victed of causing grievous bodily harm 
with intent and having an offensive 
weapon in January last year at Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court. 

A feud provided the background to 
his crimes, Judge Adele Williams told 


London’s Appeal Court. The 39-year- 
old, of Powis Avenue, got together a 
group of others to seek out and attack 
Phillip Bolton. 

They found him on an area of waste¬ 
land in Mill Street, Great Bridge, and 
Love knew Mr Bolton would ‘probably 
be intoxicated’ and defenceless. 

Love had a crook lock with him and 
others were armed with a brick and 
pieces of wood. 


Mr Bolton was ‘brutally attacked’ 
and, even when he was clearly badly 
injured and trying to crawl away, the 
assault continued. 

He suffered a traumatic brain in¬ 
jury, endured a protracted spell in 
hospital and has scarring to his fore¬ 
head. 

He says ‘his life as he knew it will 
never be the same’, the court heard. 

The judge who jailed Love, who 


had eight previous convictions, for 14 
crimes, said he ‘played a leading role 
in a group attack’. 

Love argued that his jail term was 
far too tough and should be reduced. 

But Judge Williams said he ‘not only 
took a group of people to the scene to 
attack Mr Bolton but launched a sus¬ 
tained and brutal attack upon him’. 

“There are no arguable grounds of 
appeal,” he ruled. 


'Fed up' taxi drivers 
could stage walkout 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


TAXI drivers could threaten to 
strike over what they claim is 
unfair treatment by a council. 

Hundreds of private hire work¬ 
ers attended a crunch meeting last 
week, called over grievances about 
Sandwell Council’s taxi policies. 

Private hire representatives feel 
workers are charged too much for li¬ 
cences and are made to undergo more 
stringent tests than in other areas. 

They have also complained that it 
costs more in the borough to get a li¬ 
cence than other places, such as Wol¬ 
verhampton, while there is only one 
specialist garage for cars to be checked, 
which they say means they are often 
waiting weeks for their cars to be con¬ 
firmed as road ready. 

Mohammad Namiz, who represents 
private hire drivers in Sandwell, said 
he believed policy differences between 
boroughs mean drivers will go else¬ 
where to get their licence but will still 
end up driving in Sandwell. 

He also said tests have been made 
harder. A three-year licence applica¬ 
tion in Sandwell costs £352 and when 
medical costs are added, some drivers 
feel the amount is too high. Mr Namiz 
said: “If you want to become a taxi 
driver in Sandwell you could be wait¬ 
ing up to a year. Before there were 15 
questions but they have put it up to 50 
and you have to get 45 right.” 

Angry drivers saidthe situation must 
change. Mr Namiz, from Oldbury, be¬ 
lieves council bosses have not listened 
to their arguments and suggested driv¬ 
ers could strike. He said: “What’s stop¬ 
ping us going to Wolverhampton and 
paying less to get a plate?” 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, health 
and protection chief, said: “The 
council is working to streamline our 
processes and improve efficiency by al¬ 
lowing applicants to apply online. This 
will speed up the process and hopefully 
reduce costs.” 



Building up Baggies bonus for youngsters 


Lee Stevens, retail manager at the West Brom, with Baggies players Jake Livermore, left, and Matt Phillips 


BAGGIES fans got the chance to rub shoulders with 
their heroes at an event to celebrate a donation to the 
club. The West Brom building society which handed 
over the special bonus payment to Albion. 

England international Jake Livermore and Scotland 
international Matt Phillips visited the firm’s branch in 
West Bromwich town centre, to receive the donation of 
£41,753 generated by the society’s affinity savings ac¬ 
counts. The money will be invested in the club’s youth 
system to help find the stars of tomorrow. 

Customers, staff and Baggies fans attended the pres¬ 
entation, met the players and got pictures and auto¬ 


graphs. Tomasz Chadwick, partnerships manager at 
Albion, said: “We would like to express our thanks to the 
West Brom for their continued support through their 
affinity accounts. The money donated by the West Brom 
will be a massive boost to our youth system.” 

The West Brom operates two special savings accounts 
for Albion fans, available through its branches. 

Each is assigned a rate of interest, part of which pays 
the saver a return on their investment, while the rest is 
used to calculate the club’s annual bonus payment. It 
means account holders who are enjoying watching the 
club on the pitch are also providing a helping hand off it. 


Bowling 
alley bid in 
pipeline for 
Farley site 

A DERELICT former shopping com¬ 
plex is set to be turned into an ‘excit¬ 
ing retail and leisure development’ 
in West Bromwich, under ambitious 
plans. 

It has been speculated that The 
Farley Centre site, which has been 
put up to let, could even be turned 
into a bowling alley. 

Over the past year the area has 
fallen into a state of disrepair, leaving 
shoppers disgruntled. 

Now a giant board advertising the 
premises to let with joint retail and 
development specialists Johnson and 
Co and AP Retail, has been erected at 
the entrance of the site. 

It comes less than a year after it 
was sold for more than £1 million. 
John Hodgkiss, Business Improve¬ 
ment District (BID) Co-ordinator for 
West Bromwich, said: “We are always 
welcoming regeneration. So if some¬ 
thing good comes of this site it will be 
a huge positive.” 

Councillor Dhallu added: “I hope 
that good news will now come to the 
site and that someone can take it over. 

“At the moment there is so much 
going on in the town centre - it is 
thriving now with the latest devel¬ 
opment of apartments and the hotel 
coming by New Square.” 

The site had been blighted by rub¬ 
bish and dumped trolleys since the 
closure of Morrison’s in March 2015. 

The building was originally one sin¬ 
gle unit that was turned into three. 

A Safeway and Netto supermarket 
had previously occupied one of the 
units. The car park has 350 spaces 
and offers the same hourly rate of 40p 
per hour in line with authority fees 
and is free on a Sunday. 

Consultant in 
paper on lupus 

A NEW document on how to treat the 
life-limiting condition Lupus has been 
published by a consultant rheumatol¬ 
ogist at Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust. 

Professor Caroline Gordon, who is 
a consultant rheumatologist, is the 
lead author behind the new document 
which has been published by the Brit¬ 
ish Society of Rheumatology. 

The guideline covers the care of 
adults with systemic lupus erythe¬ 
matosus (lupus) - a chronic condition 
where the body’s immune system at¬ 
tacks healthy organs and tissue. 

Lupus expert, Prof Gordon, who is 
based at City Hospital, in Birming¬ 
ham, said: “As a result of this guide¬ 
line I would expect that patients will 
experience measurable improvements 
in care.” 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 


YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF £1595. 
WHEN WE AT COLLYER & MCBRIDE FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO HAVE BEEN SERVING OUR FAMILIES AND THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 100 YEARS, OFFER A MUCH MORE 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200 LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TEL - 0121 588 5377 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

BRANCHES AT 

WEST BROMWICH - PERRY BARR - HANDSWORTH 



BTF Supply and Fit Gutters, Fascias and Soffits. 

We can also clean and fix leaking Gutters Fascias Systems 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 
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Switched on for Christmas in Sandwell 


Fears grow 
for cancer 
patients in 
borough 

CANCER patients in a borough will 
face added strain by being forced to 
make journeys to Birmingham or 
Wolverhampton, a support group has 
claimed. 

It was revealed last week cancer 
outpatient care and chemother¬ 
apy would no longer be delivered in 
Sandwell - forcing patients to go out 
of their way to get to appointments. 

Most patients will be sent to the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QE) in Bir¬ 
mingham for treatment while others 
will go to New Cross in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton in cases it is more convenient. 

Health officials in Sandwell were 
not able to reach an agreement to 
keep oncologists at Sandwell Hospital, 
where they had been allowed to work 
by the University Hospitals Birming¬ 
ham, which runs the QE. 

The changes have caused alarm 
with members of a charity which 
supports cancer patients in the West 
Midlands. Brian Childs, from Upper 
G.I. Blues, who himself is a cancer 
sufferer, labelled the decision a ‘dis¬ 
aster’ for families affected. 

He said: “The extra pressure on 
patients and carers will be a massive 
problem. It will mean someone will an 
appointment will have to go to the QE 
on three separate occasions - once for 
a blood test, then for chemotherapy 
and then for an oncologist’s review. 
One appointment takes three jour¬ 
neys.” 

Centre's pools 
back in action 

A REMINDER has gone out that pools 
at Smethwick Swimming Centre are 
now back open. The pools were closed 
for essential maintenance which has 
now been completed. 

Councillor Richard Marshall, cabi¬ 
net member for leisure services said: 
“We value our customers at Smeth¬ 
wick and have worked closely with 
Sandwell Leisure Trust (SLT) and the 
contractors to ensure the work has 
been completed to a high standard.” 

Swimming lessons are also back 
to normal after they reopened last 
Wednesday. Details of the swimming 
timetable can be found at Sandwell 
Leisure Trust’s website www.slt-lei- 
sure.co.uk, from Smethwick Swim¬ 
ming Centre’s reception or by calling 
0300 012 0121 (option 1 then 2). 


Move for block 

A PLAN to create new supported liv¬ 
ing accommodation has moved a step 
closer after recommended for approv¬ 
al. The 20-bed block would be built at 
Shrubbery Avenue, Tipton, near St 
Matthew’s Church. 


CHRISTMAS lights switch-on events 
in Sandwell have been announced. 

Sandwell Council’s deputy leader 
Councillor Syeda Khatun said: 
“There’s fun for all the family at our 
Christmas lights events this year, 
which will help everyone get in the 
festive mood. 

“The council funds Christmas lights 
and is supporting events for local com¬ 
munities to enjoy. I would also like to 
thank community organisations which 
are co-ordinating events.” 

Switch-ons run as follows: 

Smethwick - Smethwick Council House, High 
Street. Friday November 3, switch-on at 6.30pm. 
Organised by Smethwick Local 
Oldbury - Oldbury Civic Square, Friday November 
17, 4pm to 7pm, switch-on at 6.30pm. Live enter¬ 


tainment, special guests, food and drink, funfair for 
young children, Santa’s grotto and market stalls. 
Organised by Tipton Community Association. 

Friar Park - Crankhall Lane. Friday November 17, 
4pm to 7.30pm, switch-on at 5pm. Stage entertain¬ 
ment includes local schools singing, a singing and 
interactive ‘superhero’ show, gymnastics, Santa’s 
grotto, sleigh, reindeer, fairground rides, bucking 
Rudolph ride, food, craft stalls, tombolas, raffles 
and chocolate fountain. Organised by Open Heaven 
Church. 

Blackheath - High Street. Saturday November 18, 
3pm to 7pm, switch-on at 5pm. Christmas goodies, 
food, funfair for young children, market stalls, local 
charities, Santa at Blackheath Library, stage with 
young singers from Coneygre Youth Arts Centre 
and local school bands. Organised by Walk Works. 
Stone Cross - Walsall Road. Thursday 23 Novem¬ 
ber, Christmas tree lights switch-on at 4pm. Come 
along and join in the fun with some surprise ‘mas¬ 
cot’ characters. Organised by Hateley Cross Big 
Local Partnership Group with SCIPS and Sandwell 
Council. 


Tipton - Tipton Shopping Centre, Owen Street. 
Friday November 24, 4pm to 7pm, switch-on at 
6.30pm. Live entertainment, special guests, food 
and drink, funfair for young children, Santa’s grotto, 
reindeer and market stalls. Organised by Tipton 
Community Association. 

West Bromwich - Farley Fountain, High Street. Sat¬ 
urday November 25, 4.30pm to 7pm, switch-on at 
6.30pm. Live entertainment by local schools singing 
Christmas carols, CRE8 Dance Group, live singers, 
food and drink, special guests Mr Bloom (CBeebies) 
and Reggie ‘n’ Bollie (X Factor) all along with Free 
Radio presenters Dan Kelly and Naomi. Organised 
by: West Bromwich Town BID CIC. 

Old Hill - Holy Trinity Church, Halesowen Road. 
Saturday November 25, 3.30pm to 6pm, switch-on 
at 5pm. Refreshments, stalls, face painting, photos, 
local VIP Ivan Rudge from Ivan’s Fish & Chip Shop 
will help switch on the lights as part of the shop’s 
60th anniversary celebrations. Organised by Holy 
Trinity Church. 

Langley - Langley High Street. Saturday November 
25, 4pm to 7pm, switch-on at 5.30pm. Table top 
sale, fun fair, Santa and his sleigh, grotto, school 


choir, RAF Cadets parade. Organised by Sandwell 
Irish Community Association. 

Bearwood - by the clock, Adkins Lane. Thursday 
November 30, switch-on at 6pm. Carols around the 
Christmas tree from 5.30pm. Organised by Sandwell 
Council’s Communities Team. 

Wednesbury- Union Street / Upper High Street. Fri¬ 
day December 1,4pm to 7pm, switch-on at 6.30pm 
Live entertainment, special guests including Gareth 
Gates, food and drink, funfair for young children, 
Santa’s grotto, reindeer, skating rink. Organised by 
Tipton Community Association. 

Cradley Heath - High Street. Saturday December 2, 
3pm to 7pm, switch-on at 5pm. Christmas goodies, 
food, funfair for young children, market stalls, local 
charities, Santa’s grotto, stage with young singers 
from Coneygre Youth Arts Centre and local school 
bands. Organised by Walk Works 
Bristnall - Londonderry Road. Saturday December 
2,4pm to 7pm, switch-on at 6.30pm. Salvation Army 
band, fire eaters and stilt walkers, Spotlight dance 
group, fun fair, Santa and his sleigh. Organised by 
Sandwell Irish Community Association. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Spring factory 
knocked down 

A LANDMARK former Black Country 
spring factory has been knocked down 
ahead of redevelopment. 

The West Bromwich Spring Ltd 
building, based in George Street, was 
in a state of disrepair in recent years 
- with only parts of it being still in op¬ 
eration as a spring manufacturer and 
distributor. 

A demolition notice was lodged for 
the building last year, which has been 
a prominent feature on the skyline 
upon entering the town centre. 

The building had been subject to 
break ins, led from the roof being sto¬ 
len and several broken windows and 
graffiti attacks. 

Curry King event 
returning to ICC 

CHARITY LoveBrum’s annual Curry 
King of Birmingham fundraiser re¬ 
turns to the city’s International Con¬ 
vention Centre on November 16. 

Hundreds of guests will be creating 
their own curry whilst enjoying a deli¬ 
cious dinner prepared by the experts. 

The event compered by Bobby Davro 
will see each table nominate a ‘chef to 
deliver the table’s chosen spices to a 
chef on stage who will then cook up 
the creation ready to be judged by a 
panel of experts. Tickets cost £90, 
with tables of 10 also available, from 
www. ticketlist. co. uk/ curry king 

Diverted buses 
due with closure 

BUS services will divert while a road 
in Halesowen is closed for two weeks. 
Nimmings Road will be shut between 
Long Lane and Clement Road from 
October 30 to November 13 while an 
electricity sub-station is replaced. 

It means that National Express 
buses 129 and 231 will be diverted. 

Service 129 will be diverted via Sta¬ 
tion Road and Long Lane will not be 
served. Service 231 will be diverted 
via Long Lane and Station Road but 
Nimmings Road will not be served. It 
comes as the resurfacing of Long Lane 
caused drivers problems last month. 

Film music played 
in key of see shark 

SPIELBERG classic Jaws will be 
screened in Birmingham alongside a 
full orchestra. 

The film, for which composer John 
Williams won his first Best Original 
Score Academy Award, will be shown 
at the Symphony Hall in April next 
year. Its screening at Birmingham 
follows a successful run at London’s 
Royal Albert Hall. Full accompani¬ 
ment will be played by the Czech Na¬ 
tional Symphony Orchestra. 


A&E efficiency on slide 
as patients left to wait 


THOUSANDS of patients have been 
left waiting at least four hours to be 
seen at hospitals in Sandwell this 
month - showing a slump in perfor¬ 
mance. 

A&E efficiency has begun to slide 
alarmingly, with health chiefs desperate 
to arrest the decline in the run-up to the 
busy winter period. 

The hospitals had enjoyed their best A&E 
performance for a year in September - though 
it was still significantly below the NHS target 
- but with winter in sight, staff are once again 
struggling to cope with demand. 

Bosses at the Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham NHS Trust have made improving A&E 
performance a top priority. It has not met the 
national target of having 95 per cent of patients 
seen within four hours for the last two years, in 
which time tens of thousands of patients have 
been kept waiting in A&E. 

A winter plan has been set out in a bid to 
avoid a crisis over the Christmas period. 

During October, the number of patients seen 
on time slipped further - to 84.7 per cent. The 
average breach rate - that is the number of 
patients not being seen within four hours - in 
recent weeks is 100 but has climbed as high as 
130 on some days. 

Health chiefs have admitted there are seri¬ 
ous concerns about pressure on the hospitals 
over winter. 

The winter plan states discharging patients 
and freeing up beds will be crucial during the 
period if the trust is to get anywhere near its 
90 per cent ‘interim’ target. 

The target is to get breaches down to no 
more than 45 a day - more than half the cur¬ 
rent rate. 

GP appointments will also be able to be 
booked directly from A&E to suit patients’ 
needs from next month, which chiefs hope will 
have a big impact. Board papers ahead of next 
month’s meeting state: “The deterioration in 
recent performance correlates with capacity 
pressures and outflow.” 


Future bright for Haden Cross pub 



The Haden Cross pub in Old Hill, which is now due for a massive refurb after being taken over 


A PUB which was saved by a com¬ 
munity campaign has had its fu¬ 
ture secured following the arrival 
of a new management team. 

Father and son Stan and Karl 
Gardner have taken the reins at 
the Haden Cross in Old Hill. 

The pub became the subject 
of a high-profile campaign three 
years ago when owner New River 
Retail revealed plans to build a su¬ 
permarket on its car park, which 
sparked fears about the impact it 


would have on the pub. The pop¬ 
ular boozer was sold by Marston’s 
and New River has now agreed 
for the Gardners to run the pub 
- bringing much-needed security 
for the venue. 

They bring a wealth of experi¬ 
ence with them as they also run 
the Waterfall in Blackheath and 
the Bell and Bear in Halesowen. 
Under their leadership, the pub 
will serve food and Black Country 
favourite Batham’s ale. 


The plan to put a Co-op store 
on the car park prompted a huge 
backlash, with the weight of objec¬ 
tions eventually resulting in the 
application being refused. 

Tim Haskey, from the Friends 
of Haden Cross group, which se¬ 
cured Asset of Community Value 
status for the pub, said: “We’re 
chuffed. Three years on from the 
campaign to stop New River put¬ 
ting a shop on the car park we 
have a long-term tenant.” 


Here. 


SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 


Heze Furniture sells all ranges from simple units for 
all room types to very advanced developments of 
bespoke kitchens & wardrobes. 



Visit us online or come in and meet our friendly 
and professional staff at our brand new showroom 
Open 7 days a week 


CALL NOW | FAST & FREE DELIVERY | www.heze.co.uk 
Unit 5, Imex Auto Centre, Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RQ 
Tel. +44 0121 448 70301 Email: office@heze.co.uk 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wil 



Only£90.00 (no VAT to pa^ 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to j 

A home visit at a convenient tir 

For information and appointmem call, 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 

Members of the Socij 

Goodwills 




Affordable 




Windows 

Doers (crservitortfs Ltd 


Great quality. Great service. Great price! 


ANY ONE OF THESE DOORS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


€749 

INCLUDING HARDWARE 


; m 


• Windows • Composite Doors • 

Conservatories • Porches • Repairs 

W 10 year insurance V" Reasons to choose Affordable 

backed guarantee V* Free quotation 

w Energy efficient If' FENSA registered 

» Trusted service 

For your FREE quotation, call us now 

07710 434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton, 
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury 

Reaistered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories 

U ^ Z |Cfi! 101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1BZ 

Registered Company Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Brexit? He 
must think 
that we are 
all thick 

DO you ever think that some of our public 
figures are actually Jeremy Beadle style 
wind-up merchants, liable at any minute 
to whip off their comedy wig and produce 
a hidden microphone? 

I only ask following the breathtaking- 
ly arrogant and out-of-touch statement 
from John Bercow, Speaker of the House 
of Commons, during a visit to Wolver¬ 
hampton University. 

Mr Speaker said he was “not a fan” 
of giving the public a vote on major is¬ 
sues such as Brexit, saying “nuanced 
and complicated” issues were best left to 
MPs. In other words, I think he’s saying 
we’re a bit thick. Best not to trouble the 
great unwashed with difficult stuff, just 
leave it to the intellectual titans at West¬ 
minster. 

Let us not forget that three of the most 
prominent parliamentarians wheeled out 
by the Remain campaign last year were 
Alan Johnson, Lord Prescott and Sir John 
Major. Who, before entering Parliament 
had respectively worked as a postman, a 
ship’s steward and a navvy. 

Nothing wrong with that, of course. 
Indeed, it is surely a good thing to have 
politicians who come from a similar back¬ 
ground to the rest of us. 

But they’re not exactly rocket scien¬ 
tists, are they? If they can understand 
Brexit, then surely we can too. 

□ □□ 

GREAT to hear Wolverhampton Council 
has spent £19,000 on a new “corporate 
image” for the city. The number of times 
I have driven through some of the ropi¬ 
er parts of Horseley Fields and thought 
to myself “what this city really needs is a 
new logo.” 

It seems some of this money was 
spent on tickets for Wolves games and 
taxi rides, to give the consultants “a feel 
for the city”. Can’t say fairer than that, 
although they would have probably got 
more of a feel for the city in the subway 
next to the Mercedes garage. 

The council says the consultants “un¬ 
dertook very thorough research over a 
number of months”. 

Anyhow, the good news is that the 
consultants have come up with a new 
logo, which is essentially a stylised letter 
“W” and the words “City of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton” underneath, and hats off to them. 
You can’t come up with ideas like that on 
the cheap. 

Sadly, though, it has come too late to 
go on the new “Welcome to Wolverhamp¬ 
ton” signs installed earlier this year at a 
cost of £23,000. Which is rather a shame, 
as they would have looked really good 
next to the boarded-up pub in Birming¬ 
ham Road. 


We bought diesels believing they were better for planet 



Actress Sian Webber - no such historical 
character as Lady Dorothy 



Dodgy TV subtitles - one reader recalls 
‘Cold Daddy’ for Colonel Gadaffi 



Prime Minister Theresa May faces a 
dilemma over the Chancellor 


T for Toxic maybe, 
but they will stay 


I WONDER how many of us driving older die¬ 
sel cars which have now been branded T for 
Toxic in London, will do exactly the opposite of 
what the clean-air lobby expects. At a stroke, 
the market value of our old bangers has been 
reduced, so we are hardly likely to rush to the 
showroom and trade them for a shiny new mod¬ 
el at a whopping loss. We are far more likely to 
keep on running them for as long as possible. 
We bought our diesels in the belief that they 
were not only economical but also better for the 
planet. The science changes, the politicians do 
their virtue-signalling and we take the hit. 

A SURVEY for Woman’s Hour reveals that the 
London borough of Islington is the worst place 
in Britain for women to live. But look at the wider 
results of this survey on favoured or despised 
places and one fact becomes blindingly obvi¬ 
ous. A lot of women hate cities. 

I HEARD a weather forecaster this week refer to 
sunny spells on “the extreme south coast.” Not 
to be confused with the moderate, mild, rational 
or marginal south coast. 

BRIGHTHOUSE, the so-called rent-to-own re¬ 
tailer, has been ordered to pay nearly £15 million 
to compensate about 250,000 customers and 
has been denounced by the Financial Conduct 
Authority for not being a “responsible lender.” A 
reader reports getting an email, allegedly from 
BrightHouse, offering a refund and requesting 
his bank details. It’s a scam. Bin it. 

RESEARCHERS at Glasgow University reported 
a couple of years ago that, while English region¬ 
al accents are vanishing, Scottish accents are 
thriving. If you doubt that, listen to Jamie Har- 
ron, the 27-year-old from Stirling jailed in Dubai 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


for allegedly touching a man’s hip, talking to 
reporters when he arrived at Glasgow Airport. 
It may have made perfect sense to everyone in 
Stirling but we Sassenachs were struggling. 

THIS sort of interview must pose a dilemma for 
the TV companies. Imagine the diplomatic inci¬ 
dent if the BBC, Sky or ITV started using subti¬ 
tles for interviews in Scotland. 

THE most distressing scene in Gunpowder 
(BBC1) was the execution of Lady Dorothy Dib- 
dale which required actress Sian Webber to strip 
naked before being crushed under weights. You 
can argue that such grisly and obscene detail is 
vital to tell the true story. Yet the truth is there 
was no such historical character as Lady Doro¬ 
thy. She was created for the series, presumably 
to crank up the gore level. 

I REFERRED a few days ago to the Co-op bank 
ending its policy of sending addressed enve¬ 
lopes with credit-card statements and trying to 
pretend that we customers asked for it “in our 
quest towards a paperless future.” Making the 
public think they support some new policy is 
commonplace. Take the revelation that drivers 
may soon be prosecuted for any litter dropped 
from their car, even if somebody else dropped 
it. Part of Whitehall’s justification for this is that 
a survey revealed 81 per cent of us are angry 
about the amount of litter on our roads. Well, 
of course we are. But it’s a quantum leap from 
that to accepting the principle that Citizen A can 


be punished for the sins of Citizen B. Once that 
notion gets into English law, where will it end? 

THANKS for your memories of dodgy subti¬ 
tles on television news reports. The technology 
does not seem to get better. One reader recalls 
‘Cold Daddy’ for Colonel Gadaffi, and ‘I ritz 
eye’, the words allegedly uttered by a resigning 
politician. The recent Storm Ophelia was ‘feely’. 

A READER tells me she plucked up her cour¬ 
age, strode into a local shop and complained 
about the “tasteless and grotesque” Hallow¬ 
een decorations which featured blood-stained 
handprints on the shop window with the warn¬ 
ing: “No-One Leaves.” Good for her. The media 
moguls may own the airwaves but the streets 
are still ours. Defend them. 

IS ‘spreadsheet Phil’ Hammond the most 
bumbling, blundering Chancellor of the Excheq¬ 
uer in living memory, whose political antennae, 
if indeed he ever had any, have simply withered 
out of existence? 

Or is he, in fact, much smarter than most peo¬ 
ple have given him credit for, and just pretending 
to be gormless? My feeling is that Hammond is 
indeed a lot smarter, acute and well-meaning 
than many people have suggested. 

Sometimes, you cannot help but get the 
impression that Hammond, who has been ac¬ 
cused of near-sabotage over Brexit, is taunting 
the Prime Minister to take drastic action over his 
post. A rampant Hammond on the Tory back¬ 
benches could be real trouble for Theresa May. 

So the Prime Minister faces a dilemma. 
Dumping your Chancellor is no minor matter, 
but how long can she tolerate this continued 
behaviour from a Chancellor who does not 
bother even to be subtle in his machinations? 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Dog tired 
of dirty 
mutts in 
‘my space’ 

THE confession I am about to make is 
likely to shock, perhaps repulse and may 
lead to me becoming a social pariah. 

But I refuse to maintain this veil of 
shame any longer. My name is Diane 
Davies and I don’t like dogs! 

This revelation will have consequenc¬ 
es. Whenever I let any hint of my dislike 
show I am usually subjected to interroga¬ 
tion and a verbal bashing. 

To the extent that I felt forced to hide 
this guilty secret for fear it could damage 
my career. With one previous boss I even 
pretended to like the dirty, needy crea¬ 
tures because they were a big dog lover. 

People are genuinely surprised that I 
do not like dogs. Not that I wish them any 
harm of course. I just don’t want them 
jumping up me demanding attention and 
pulling my clothes. 

Is it right that whenever I venture out 
on a pleasant stroll at one of the many 
beauty spots on our doorstep that I can 
expect a mud-soaked mutt to come run¬ 
ning up to me? The added sight of one of 
my children is guaranteed to throw a dog 
into a frenzy as an apparent play pal is on 
the scene. 

Do the owners apologise profusely for 
their over-exuberant pet? Sometimes, 
but mostly it is accompanied by a beam¬ 
ing smile and the reassurance ‘don’t wor¬ 
ry, they won’t hurt you.” 

What they are really saying is the an¬ 
imal has never actually hurt THEM. The 
dog has never met me before and hasn’t 
encountered my daughter who is likely to 
want to hang onto its tail and want a pig¬ 
gyback. Even the most mild-mannered 
pet might find this annoying. 

Friends and family are quite distraught 
that I do not want to pet their beloved pet. 
While I am quite distraught that the belov¬ 
ed pet is taking up half the sofa and when 
I finally get a seat I will be leaving the 
house wearing a blanket of animal hair. 

Cynophobia is the fear of dogs, an ac¬ 
tual medical condition which suggests 
that though we might be known as a na¬ 
tion of dog lovers not everyone is signed 
up to it. Bit like Brexit. 

I don’t have a phobia of dogs, I just 
prefer to stay away from them - if only 
they would do the same. In my experi¬ 
ence dogs can sniff out people who are 
not dog-lovers and will come boisterous¬ 
ly bounding up to us just to make us look 
bad. 

It’s not that I hate animals, I have two 
gorgeous cats. And life would be very dull 
if we were all the same and please don’t 
judge me because I don’t share your 
love of dogs. I’m a nice person really but 
please keep your mutts well away from 
me. DIANE DAVIES 


BUILDINGS 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


A huge range instock 

from £274 

•Base Laying Service 
• Free Quotations 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 
Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm f -"i 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info§inspirationalfires.co.uk Il^jI 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 

















































Negativity on Brexit is a slur on democracy 


HERE we go again, negative com¬ 
ments not only from MPs but also from 
sections of the business community, 
who in their estimation, say that we, 
as a nation will not survive outside the 
European Union. 

This country survived perfectly well 
on its own up to 1973 when we traded 
with the Commonwealth and other like 
minded countries. But we were conned 
into the then Common Market, by Ed¬ 
ward Heath and co, with promises of 
wealth, health and job security. 


Since then the Common Market 
has grown out of all recognition, with 
leaders of certain countries strutting 
around like peacocks, dictating what 
they think is best for everybody. We 
now have the chance to rectify the 
mistake made in 1973. But some peo¬ 
ple seem to forget is that this country, 
no not this country, but the people, 
made a democratic decision to leave, 
and leave we must, if we do not then, 
what we as a nation gave to the world, 
(democracy), might as well be dead and 


buried along with the many millions of 
men, women and children who have 
sacrificed their lives and liberty to en¬ 
sure that we have the right to self-de¬ 
termination. Any person who opposes 
the will of the people, is in my opinion a 
traitor, not only to the people of Great 
Britain, but to the memory of all mil¬ 
lions who perished in the last two con¬ 
flicts fighting to defeat those opposed 
to democracy. 

KEITH V JOYCE 

Wednesbury 


Polio still 
a problem 
for today 

AS a stunning new film 
about polio goes on general 
release on 27 October, The 
British Polio Fellowship is 
delighted that the film’s 
producer, Jonathan Caven¬ 
dish has agreed to become a 
patron of the charity. 

Breathe tells the incredi¬ 
ble true story of Jonathan’s 
father Robin, after he was 
given just three months to 
live after being paralysed 
from the neck down by 
polio. The charity welcomes 
this important film, because 
while it does not shy away 
from the harsh reality of 
polio, it dares to show a life 
affirming side to the story. 

The iron lung scene will 
live long in my memory 
and gives a real insight into 
what life was like for many 
of our members on first con¬ 
tracting polio. 

The film is important be¬ 
cause it is a reminder that 
polio is not gone - 120,000 
people are still living with 
Post Polio Syndrome in the 
UK, a neurological condition 
for which there is no cure. 
TED HILL MBE 
CEO, The British Polio 
Fellowship 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Hollywood abuse 
calls no surprise 

CASTING couch, board room, or wool sack - or to be really 
cynical, throne. 

There has always been sexual abuse through power, as 
starlet, internee or favourite jostle for position, so have the 
recent revelations from Hollywood really surprised anyone? 

The sudden tsunami of women declaring their experi¬ 
ences and horror stories, although disturbing, aren’t really 
shocking or unexpected. 

Sexual demands and sexual favours often go hand in 
hand, Jimmy Savile stalked the corridors of Broadmoor, 
Harvey Weinstein allegedly stalked the studios of Holly¬ 
wood, and tomorrow someone else will be abusing their 
position. 

Until those voices screaming for help are heard, nothing 
will change, just the names. 

S T VAUGHAN 

Yardley Wood 


Migrants 
ignored 
by critics 

THANK you to Roger Watts 
(October 18) for his lat¬ 
est anti-Brexit education 
of us all! The thing that 
strikes me most about the 
Remoaners is the almost 
complete lack of comment 
on the mass immigration 
which the last 10 years have 
brought. 

Perhaps they would tell 
us how to accommodate 
an extra net two million 
people every 10 years from 
now onwards. This is the 
reason that people in these 
local areas voted to leave the 
EU, as we are already over¬ 
crowded with EU citizens, 
not to mention people from 
many other countries. 

We voted for a free trade 
area, commonly known as 
the Common Market, but, 
over the years, they ‘moved 
the goalposts’ to make it 
a European Union, with, 
eventually open borders. We 
didn’t vote for that back in 
the ‘70s. 

As the late, revered Lord 
Tonypandy (ex-speaker 
George Thomas) said, it was 
the biggest con of our time. 

JIM WILLETTS 

West Bromwich 



5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 


ON ALL FULLY INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS * 


SEAT, TOILET UNIT 



t £199.00 


f - 

FULL BATHROOM SUITE 
BASIN, BATH, 
TOILET & SOFT 
CLOSE SEAT 

“1 

£199.00 

S 



HURRY! 

SEPTEMBER INSTALLATION 
DATES STILL AVAILABLE * 


REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 


LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

Call now for your FREE SURVEY 



0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 



DISCOUNT 

THIS 

AUTUMN 


ON ORDERS PLACED BEFORE THE END OF OCTOBER 201 


1 Windows 

• Composite Doors 

• Porches 

• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

1 Window & Door 
Repairs 

• Fascias/ 
Guttering 

1 Building Work 
Misted-up Units 


*****64 0 




Window Warehouse 
(Sandwell) Ltd 


Cl 




Established over 20 years 

Tel: 0121 5442222 



Security, 


TTrmrrrifr ft 

rnTfrYfiTiM 


MOBILE, TABLET AND PC REPAIRS 


©GBiCEcna 

CMXEB dSEflS 


K£Efl? 


Unit 32, Queens Square Shopping Centre, 
West Bromwich B70 7NJ 
^0121 525 4329 
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 5:30pm 


ACCESSORIES AND MORE. 


10 Townsend Place, Kingswinford 
DY69JL 

T6 01384 295395 
Open Mon-Sat 930am - 6:00pm 


Sinfb@fbnestech.co.uk www.fbnestech.com 


G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 
El99 for 2’ 6” 3” 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• All Gold Letters 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


Celebrating 
25 years of service 



FACTORY SHOWROOM 
Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
J^j|QJ902 842706 / 07759 536818 
f Wvyw.yv. candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
*!Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 
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Tony Hancock, in typical pose from his classic TV show Larry with Diana on their wedding day, plus Tony Hancock and his wife Cicely in 1950 


The Goons, when they reunited, Peter Sellers, Harry Secombe and Spike Milligan 



It's no joke! Without west Brom lad 
Larry comedy would be very different 


HE was the boy from the Black 
Country who helped to transform 
post-war British comedy. 

Writing for entertainment giant 
Tony Hancock and co-creating The 
Goon Show, Larry Stephens had a way 
with words that seemed to resonate 
with an audience. 

But his tragic death at the age of just 35 
means his name is not as familiar as the 
likes of his peers Spike Milligan, Harry 
Secombe and Peter Sellers. Eager for the 
writer’s contribution to the world of com¬ 
edy to be fully appreciated, Julie Warren, 
who is Larry’s first cousin, once removed, 
has written a book about his life. 

“He deserves for more people to know 
what he did because without him British 
comedy would have been very different,” 
said the 49-year-old. Larry was born in 
West Bromwich in 1923 and by the age of 


MEMORY LANE 


By Heather Large 


four had moved to Quinton where he at¬ 
tended Quinton Infant and Junior School 
and then Birmingham Central Grammar 
School before starting work as an estate 
agent’s clerk. 

His first love was music and he was a jazz 
pianist with Dennis R Hinton and His Band 
at venues across the Midlands. In 1942, the 
band enjoyed success in a competition or¬ 
ganised by Melody Maker magazine, which 
took them to the regional heats held at Wol¬ 
verhampton’s Civic Hall. 

His musical career was interrupted by 
the Second World War. He was an officer 
with the British Commandos and served in 
Burma and India, when he would spend his 
spare time writing plays in his role as enter¬ 
tainment officer for his unit. After the war, 


he finished his service in 1947 and returned 
home to Quinton before moving to London. 

“He met an agent called Phyllis Rounce, 
who represented Tony Hancock, and she 
thought they would get on well. Larry 
ended up becoming one of the his main 
writers and also introduced him to his first 
wife Cicely Romanis,” said Julie. 

“He was best man at the wedding and a 
few days later Larry married catwalk model 
Diana Forster and Tony and Cicely were 
witnesses at the wedding,” she added. It 
was Hancock who introduced him to Peter 
Sellers, Harry Secombe, Spike Milligan and 
Michael Bentine. Apart from The Goon 
Show, Larry also wrote for TV’s top-rated 
The Army Game and created scripts for 
Hancock on stage, as well as his ATV series, 
The Tony Hancock Show. Sadly, Larry died 
in 1959 from a brain haemorrhage caused 
by hypertension. “It’s very tragic,” said 
Julie. “He had been given a year to live so 
he at least had some warning,” she added. 


While growing up, she had been told sto¬ 
ries about her script-writing relative by her 
grandmother. “I couldn’t believe how much 
he had done. I had always wanted to write 
a book and I knew I wanted to write about 
Larry,” said Julie. 

It was while researching, she discovered 
two long-lost radio scripts in the BBC ar¬ 
chives, which had been penned by Larry for 
Hancock in 1952. They were two episodes 
for a comedy series, called Vacant Lot, fo¬ 
cused on life in the dull faded fictional sea¬ 
side town of Churdley Bay. Despite actors 
such as Sellers, Milligan and Carry On’s 
Kenneth Connor being mooted for roles, 
they were never recorded. Now they will be 
performed for the first time at the Funny 
Things festival in Wolverhampton. 

* The Lost Hancocks: Vacant Lot will be 
performed at the Light House Media Cen¬ 
tre 2pm and 7pm on November 4. Julie is 
crowdfunding to help publish her book. 
Visit unbound.com/books/goons 



VERY 


the RIGHT decision this AUTUMN and give RYDALE a ring 


Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


No deposits or stage payments, you only pay 
when the installation has been completed 


Windows, Doors, a 

Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, 

Fascias and 
Soffit Boards 

ane of the largest conservatory ; Supplied & Fitted 


Visit one of the largest conservatory 
and window shrowrooms in the UK 


across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON NOVEMBER INSTALLATIONS 






































Joy for families as 
keys handed over 



From left, Andrew Browne, of Kier, Councillor Kerrie 
Carmichael, cabinet member for housing, Shane Rob¬ 
inson, of Kier, Councillor Syeda Khatun, deputy leader 
and Sandwell Mayor Councillor Ahmadul Haque MBE 

FAMILIES in Tipton are now settling into their new homes 
as the keys to the latest council houses are handed over. 

Sandwell Council has been working in partnership with 
developer Kier Living to create affordable homes for fami¬ 
lies on the former Princes End primary school site in Tib- 
bington Terrace. 

The seven homes, made up of six three-bedroom and one- 
two-bedroom properties will provide families with contem¬ 
porary living spaces, private gardens and driveways. 

The development is part of the council’s millions of 
pounds worth of investment into new housing and was 
completed on schedule. 

Councillor Kerrie Carmichael, Sandwell’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for housing said: “This is great news. The completion 
of this scheme sees another seven new council homes giving 
people the opportunity to set down roots and become part 
of a community. 

“This is another example of the council working in part¬ 
nership with a developer such as Kier Living to increase the 
quality and choice of housing in the borough. 

“By the end of March next year we will have created 
nearly 200 new council homes since 2016 with hundreds 
more in the pipeline.” 

Chris King, managing director for Kier Living, said: “We 
are pleased to be able to support Sandwell Council in their 
drive to build more affordable homes in the borough.” 


Authority's 
30th fine 
issued for 
fly-tipping 


A COUNCIL has issued its 30th fine for 
fly-tipping in less than five months after a 
huge amount of rubbish was dumped. 

The £400 fixed penalty was handed out to a man 
by Sandwell Council, after he admitted dumping a 
black bag among rubbish off Whitehouse Drive in 
Smethwick. 


Envelopes were found 
linking the rubbish to an 
address nearby on Friday 
October 20 and the fine was 
dished out within 24 hours. 

Cabinet member for pub¬ 
lic health and protection 
Elaine Costigan hailed the 
crackdown on fly-tipping, 
saying it has led to a 13 per 
cent reduction in the num¬ 
ber of reports across the 
borough. 

Councillor Costigan said: 
“This fly-tipping was re¬ 
ported to the council and 
within 24 hours, our en¬ 
forcement team had traced 
and issued a £400 fine to 
someone whose personal 
details were found among 
the rubbish. They admit¬ 
ted dumping a black bag of 
rubbish. This combination 
of rapid enforcement as well 
as putting cameras in hot- 


By David Cosgrove 

spots seems to be making a 
real difference - fly-tipping 
reports have fallen sharply, 
they are down 13 per cent 
across Sandwell and in 
Smethwick we have seen a 
reduction of around 40 per 
cent. 

“Fly-tipping is unsightly 
and anti-social. It’s also an 
unnecessary financial bur¬ 
den on council taxpayers - 
the council is dealing with 
illegally dumped waste at a 
cost of more than £300,000 
a year.” 

The new enforcement 
team provides information 
and advice to residents on 
how to appropriately dis¬ 
pose of their waste. To re¬ 
port fly-tipping online visit 
sandwell.gov.uk/flytipping 
or call 0121 368 1177. 


Awesome Offers 


0800 080 7076 | 0121 532 0784 





Too hot in summer & 
too cold in winter? 

Replace your existing 
conservatory roof with a 
Guardian roof and create a 
comfortable environment 
all year round. 


Composite Doors 

Fully Fitted 
from 

£700 


• uPVC Back & Front Doors Fully Fitted from £460 

• Windows from £180 • Conservatories from £4495 

• French Doors from £700 • Patio Doors from £750 
• Extensions & Garage Coversions 

Friendly, personal touch and jobs completed to high standards 



We are 
your friendly, 
local dental 
professionals. 


We can help you 
solve your dental 
problems, painlessly. 

We are only a phone call away: 

0121 588 4541 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

www.confidence2smile.co.uk 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Growing business is clearly a 
favourite with its customers 


Commercial feature_ 

MARKET leading Stourbridge double 
glazing business Carera Windows has 
fitted more than half a million quality 
windows and doors over the past 28 
years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide a 
level of customer service that is second to 
none. 

More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 




authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 
Monday to Friday. 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 


Attractive doors and windows complement the room setting 

using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors ,sliding 
patio doors , french double doors and porches 
Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 
the business across the country. 


Claire Stockley (Sales) and Dan Butcher (Business) 

Carera prides itself on offering honest and 
professional expert advice, installing 100 per 
cent high quality products, sensible prices and 
outstanding customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 
aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 


CONTACT US 

Company: Carera Windows 
Address: 24 Junction Road, Audnam, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4YJ 
Phone: 01384 442490 
Website: www.carerawindows.co.uk 


Top Quality 
Affordable Prices 


Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 



CARERA 


Pleased to have 
worked with 



Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. Call them now for your 
FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 


Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

includes: © Brick Built Base/ 
Dwarfwall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring 
© Window & Door Blinds 




Introducing the 
next generation of 
windows and doors. 



i*r- 
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The Lugano Collection 

These world class products meet the 
highest standards of performance. 

These include all the features 
that today's homeowners want. 
Outstanding energy efficiency, 
sound insulation, superb security, 
easy maintenance and long life. 


01384 442 490 


Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 





G Top Quality A Rated 
Products At Great Prices 

G Yale Locking Systems 

G Swish Window 
& Door Systems 

G No Deposit Required 

G Payment On Completion 
/ Satisfaction 

G Full 10 Year Guarantee 

G 28 Years Trading - 
Same Owner 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 























































Nuhu takes charge of 
'biggest A&E' challenge 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some 
of our time on the quiet he¬ 
roes of the NHS, from a wide 
variety of backgrounds doing 
a wide variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust is one of the Black 
Country’s largest NHS 
organisations. It employs 
7,500 people, many of whom 
live locally. Last year, the 
trust provides care from 150 
locations. 

This week we highlight: 

NUHU USMAN 

Consultant and clinical 
director for emergency care 



HE’S one of the medics who 
will be responsible for the 
clinical development of Eu¬ 
rope’s biggest Accident & 
Emergency departments. 

Dr Nuhu Usman, who is clinical 
director for Emergency Care at 
Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust, has told 
how merging two A&Es into one 
at the new “Super Hospital” Mid¬ 
land Metropolitan, in Smethwick, 
is his next big challenge. 

“When the Midland Metropolitan 
Hospital opens it will have the biggest 
Emergency Department in Europe,” 
explained Dr Usman, who began work¬ 
ing at the trust nine years ago. 

“Getting emergency care settled 
into the new hospital and merging 
two A&Es into one is definitely a huge 
task. It will be a 100-bed development 
serving the people of Sandwell and 
West Birmingham. 

Timely 

“We will also be creating a new ur¬ 
gent care centre on the Sandwell site.” 

Dad-of-two Dr Usman, from Sutton 
Coldfield, is also in charge of ensuring 
the Emergency Departments at both 
Sandwell and City Hospital are run¬ 
ning well. 

He added: “In my role along with 
support from my team, we try to make 
sure patients get the treatment they 
need and in a timely manner.” 

During his time at the Trust, Dr 
Usman, 48, has helped to create the 
Ambulatory Care Unit, which is based 
at both sites and relieves the pressure 
on A&E. 

In fact, it is this work that Dr 
Usman cites as his career highlight to 
date. “I am very proud of our Ambu¬ 


latory Care Unit. We set up units at 
both City and Sandwell back in 2012. 
At the time there wasn’t any space for 
these units but with support from our 
chief executive Toby Lewis, we made 
room and since then it has developed 
successfully and is now working very 
well.” 

It’s no surprise that helping peo¬ 
ple is Dr Usman’s ultimate goal. He 
added: “Patients drive and motivate 
me at work. I think one of the most 
satisfying things is seeing a patient 
leaving the hospital looking well. I 
enjoy talking to patients especially 
those who are elderly. Seeing the 
brightness in their eyes and the grat¬ 
itude that someone is spending time 
with them is very rewarding. 

“One of my most memorable oc¬ 


casions at work is when we had a 
wedding on the ward. A patient was 
supposed to get married but her dad 
was in hospital. One of our matrons 
helped to arrange the wedding in the 
hospital instead. It was such a won¬ 
derful ceremony and it was all very 
sweet.” 

When Dr Usman isn’t busy work¬ 
ing, he likes to escape by going on long 
walks with his wife and children. 

So who is his own hero? “It has to be 
Nye Bevan, the MP who spearheaded 
the establishment of the NHS. It is in¬ 
spiring that he had the courage to do 
it. The country had just come out of 
a war and was not prosperous but he 
still had the vision to create a health 
system that meant free care for all. He 
really is a remarkable person.” 


One of the UK’s Largest 
Stockists of 9ct Gold Jewellery 




4* 








•4 


-'V.V -C?-' 


* 






A 




Kids Belcher 
Bracelets 9ct 
Gold from 




£235 




Payment Plan now available 
up to Christmas Eve 



wmmi 

0121556 6868 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury. WS10 7AY 


www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk f |a 
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MASSIVE KITCHEN SALE 
NOW ON 

UP TO 60% OFF 

CERTAIN RANGES 




DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 


www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG 
Tel: 0121 557 7222 


l \ WARNING PRICES TOO LOWlTj 


WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES EVEN FURTHER ON H 







[pyjsj UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT ( «s) 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


WAS 

£1399 



SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 


NOW 

£399 



SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 
Total payable = £1000 



Available on many sale items. Exclusions apply. See instore for details. 


HUNDREDS OF BEDS AND THOUSANDS OF MATTRESSES 
IN OUR STORES TO TAKE AWAY OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY. 
100’S OF DIVAN BEDS FROM AS LITTLE AS £69 COMPLETE! 
ALL OUR MATTRESSES MANUFACTURED IN OUR OWN WORKSHOP 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE FACTORY PRICES AND DIRECT TO YOU!! 
LOOK FOR YOURSELF & SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MANUFACTURER 


CLEON DESIGNER DOUBLE STURDY METAL 
BEDFRAME WITH ORTHOMASTER EXTRA 
t FIRM MATTRESS 

WAS £599 SAVE £400 

NOW £199 THE LOTI! 

WHILE STOCKS LAST - LIMITED STOCKS IN OTHER SIZES TOO !! 


MILANO 2 SEATER SOFA 
CHOICE OF 8 FABRIC & FAUX 
LEATHER COLOURS 
WAS £399 
HALF PRICE!! 

now £199 



h 


TRIO BEDROOM SET, FULLY ASSEMBLED ON CASTORS 
IN 6 FINISHES...OAK, WALNUT, CREAM, BLUE, PINK. 
WHITE DOUBLE WARDROBE WAS £179 NOW £99 
4 DRAWER WIDE CHEST WAS £149 NOW £79 
3 DRAWER BEDSIDE WAS £99 NOW £49 
OR SAVE ANOTHER £32 & ORDER THE SET 

NOW£195THE LOT!! 



RICHMOND CLIC CLAC 
!D IN BROWN 
FAUX SUEDE 
WAS £299 
SAVE £200 

now £99 


BELLISSIM0 SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL 
IN FABRIC & LEATHER 


£199 



POWER LIFT & TILT 
MOBILITY CHAIR 
IN BLACK 
OR BROWN 
WAS £599 
NOW 

£349 


| TUB CHAIR WITH FOOT STOOL IN 
^«^^BLACK OR BROWN 
KkJA WAS £249 

mm 


£ 124.50 


m 


MEXICAN PINE AMAZING VALUE 
COMPACT DINING TABLE 
AND 4 CHAIRS 
FLAT PACK FOR 
EASY HOME ASSEMBLY 
WAS £249 SAVE £100 

now £149 


SORRENTO SWIVEL ROCKER ELECTRIC RECLINER LEATHER CHAIR 
AWARD WINNING DESIGN WITH 360 DEGREE SWIVEL & TILT IN 
PEBBLE GREY OR 



CLASSIC WING CHAIRS IN 
STUNNING REGENCY 
DAMASKS, 
FLATWEAVES 
& VELOURS 
WAS £499 
NOW FROM 


STUNNI 

» r 1 




QUALITY SOLID OAK, 
MAHOGANY &JALI 
DINING RANGES & 
OCCASIONAL FURNITURE 
GOOD SELECTION OF 
SIZES & FINISHES 
NOW UPTO 50% OFF 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


B F C 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 


Find us on rr 


OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


PICTURES FOR 
GUIDANCE ONLY 
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A vintage picture of Moseley Old Hall, now managed by the National Trust Roundheads put a bounty on the king’s head The young Charles Stuart, later restored as Charles II 
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CHICK 


CHARLES II S 
p. GREAT ESCAPE 

/'(•II UiLES 

$ p e \i :e r 


An old picture of Boscobel House, now managed by English Heritage The tree at Boscobel said to be where the king hid Thomas Whitgreave, owner of Moseley Hall The new book by Charles Spencer about the king’s escape 

The great escape of a fugitive king 


WE don’t think of the English as 
particularly rebellious or revolu¬ 
tionary but we killed our king and 
declared a republic long before the 
French. 

It’s just that we changed our minds 
after a decade of po-faced Puritans and 
dictator Oliver Cromwell. 

King Charles I lost his head in 1649 and 
his eldest son would have followed him to 
the block two years later if it wasn’t for some 


brave and resourceful West Midlands folk. 
Historian and aristocrat Charles Spencer (the 
Earl, brother of Princess Diana) looks at the 
young Charles II’s desperate escape after the 
bloody battle of Worcester finally ended the 
Civil Wars in Parliament’s favour. 

Catholic 

This saw the king and small band of sup¬ 
porters roving across our region, depending 
on local Catholic families to hide him from the 
Roundhead search parties. 

This included the famous day spent hid¬ 


ing in an oak tree at Boscobel House (hence 
all those pubs called the Royal Oak) and 
crammed into a hiding hole at Moseley Old 
Hall, near Wolverhampton. 

In what was becoming the Black Country, 
with the dawn of the Industrial Revolution, 
Charles Stuart and his Royalist officers face 
a night time ride through Stourbridge, where 
Roundhead troops are based, speaking French 
so the locals think them immigrant Huguenot 
glassmakers, as the French Protestant crafts¬ 
men are common in the town. 

The future ‘Merry Monarch’ also has banter 


with a Rowley Regis blacksmith who tells the 
disguised monarch what a rogue the king is. 
Luckily for him the king sees the funny side. 

Spencer’s book zips along with the speed of 
a thriller as it reveals a fascinating episode of 
British history which largely took place on our 
doorsteps. 

Kinver, Pattingham, Madeley and Newport 
also get a mention, as does Wolverhampton 
where the king’s sympathisers learn about 
Parliament’s search for the king. They placed 
a bounty of £1,000 on his head, in those days 
a fortune, the equivalent to a lifetime’s wages. 


Charles emerges as a complex character, a 
highly self-entitled young man and a woman¬ 
iser, sometimes self-pitying and sometimes 
heroic with a sense of humour and apparently 
a good mimic of the Midlands accent. The real 
heroes are the Whitgreave, Giffard and Pen- 
derel families, and other Catholics, who risked 
their lives to save the king, paving the way for 
his return to the throne a decade later. 

To Catch A King by Charles Spencer 
is published in hardback by William Col¬ 
lins, £20. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Your Chronicle 


n association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


CELEBRATION 
OF V.E. DAY 

WITH VERA LYNN TRIBUTE 



Departing Friday 4 May 2018 


Price Includes... 


Quote Code: KFN194 


✓ 2 nights at the Warner Hotel, Corton, Suffolk with 
3-course evening meal and breakfast 

✓ ‘A Salute to the Forties’ tribute show on Saturday 
evening featuring Vera Lynn and other music and 
entertainment stars of the 1940s 

✓ Friday evening musical entertainment by 
The Mersey Legends 

✓ Shopping or sightseeing visit to Norwich 

3 days, by coach 

only £179- 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £60pp. Subject to availability. 

Dame Vera Lynn will be played by the UK’s top Vera Lynn tribute act, 
Lorrie Brown. Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible if any named 
performers are unable to appear for whatever reason. 


CELEBRATING 
SGT PEPPER: 

LIVE & THE BEATLES’ CITY 
OF LIVERPOOL 



Departing Saturday 13 January 2018 


Price Includes... 


Quote Code: MFV579 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West-area hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ Upper Tier ticket to see ‘Celebrating Sgt Pepper: 
Live’ at Liverpool’s Echo Arena with the Royal 
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra and The Bootleg 
Beatles (ticket upgrade available) 

✓ 2-hour guided Beatles-themed city tour 

✓ Free time for shopping or sightseeing 


2 days, by coach 

£150 


only, 


pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability 


reliable people to deliver 
this local newspapers, 
magazines and Leaflets. 

. 




For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols dOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



In association 

Express & Star SfAR 


If you are over 13 years of age 
and would like the opportunity 
to earn some extra money 
contact us with: 

• YOUR NAME 

• DATE OF BIRTH 

• ADDRESS 

• TELEPHONE NUMBER 

Call 01902 319990 or email: 
marie.darling@expressandstar.co.uk 
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New comedy night on 
target for second leg 



Comedians Joe Lycett, Archie Kelly, Jonny Cole and Wayne Beese 


A NEW comedy show held at 
a Walsall FC’s Banks’s Sta¬ 
dium has been hailed a suc¬ 
cess after the four funny men 
who took the microphone 
knocked it out of the park. 

Nearly 600 people packed out a 
suite at the stadium for the first 
‘Just For Kicks’ and they were not 
left disappointed at the rip-roar¬ 
ing laugh-fest that followed. 

The debut event, which is now al¬ 
most certain to become a regular fix¬ 
ture now, is the brainchild of Jonny 
Cole who was compere for the evening. 

And the Wednesbury-born comic, 
combining his brilliantly brash Black 
Country persona and insightful 
song-writing, set the tone for a night of 
no-holds-barred and risque fun lapped 
up by the local crowd. 

Deadpan 

Brummie stand-up Joe Lycett was 
billed as the headline act but in reality 
all of the performers, including Cole, 
could have made a case for stealing the 
show. It turned out to be an impres¬ 
sively varied line-up. 

Dudley’s Wayne Beese provided 
more Black Country humour with his 
deadpan delivery. Next up was Man¬ 
chester comedian Archie Kelly, best 
known for appearing as Kenny Dal¬ 
glish Senior in Peter Jay’s Phoenix 
Nights. 

He was straight out of the blocks 
with some razor sharp gags that 
turned the momentum of the night up 
a notch before settling down into some 
side-splitting jokes around teaching. 

While Lycett showed why he is one 
of the biggest up and coming names 
on the national circuit at the moment. 
Quite simply he took over taking audi¬ 


ence interaction on the night to a new 
high. 

Lycett’s opening salvo featured him 
lying suggestively on the stage for the 
first ten minutes, outrageously flirting 
with two hapless brothers in the front 
row and kicking a microphone stand. 
But it all seemed to work. 

The roar of approval at the close of 
the show will leave organisers Cole 
and Wayne Thomas confident of sell¬ 


ing tickets for the follow-up show pen¬ 
cilled in for the same venue in April. 

Cole said: “With the first one you 
are just trying to feel it out but we 
smashed it. The venue was brilliant. 
It’s good for Walsall..” 

Wayne Thomas added: “We want to 
make this something we can perhaps 
do twice a year. We have pre-booked 
Friday, April 27 and have a few big 
names lined up already.” 


Do you 
suffer from 
Osteoarthritis 
pain? 




Around 8.5 million people in the UK are affected by joint pain from 
osteoarthritis. The pain and discomfort of this condition can be debilitating for 
many sufferers. New research opportunities are available at MAC Clinical 
Research to evaluate potential new treatments for those suffering with 
osteoarthritis of the knee joint. 


The study drug and assessments required by the 
study will be provided free of charge and you will be 


compensated £760 for your time and commitment. 


For more information call 


0800 633 5507 ! 
www.researchforyou.co.uk 
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DIRECT IMPORTER PRICES 

www.fi reworks-di rect.co.u k 


'>BlackiHole'£ 13.99 

B 

I 

JY 

( 

K 

\] 

E< 


■A* Cheetah / 

•Asm Ha U 

OPEN ALL YEAP ROUND EOr , PONE/RE NIGHT, HALLOWEEN, CORPORATE EVENTS- 
PIRTHDAYS- DIWALL NW YEAR, LICENSED DISPLAY O^ERATOr 

Fireworks Direct Midland Ltd Unit 3, Doal Trading Estate, Rolfe Street B66 2AR 

0121 555 8051 

Global PyroTechniCS Ltd 36A Rookery Road, Handsworth B21 9NB 
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New Ye«v dM^ev 
to watt us 
feel loved 
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»Y TEXT 

FEED33 £1 - £5 
or £10 to 70070* 

CALL 

0121 643 5211 

•Y POST 

Birmingham Dogs Home, Sun- 
nyside Centre, 

Dark Lane, Cross Green, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 


www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

Giving stray dogs happier tomorrows 


itcnen Doors 





Stai Makeovers 

08007765 046 


www.msmo.co.uk 



Jubilee Fires ltd 


Marble 

Surround Electric 
Fires with lights 
from £489 
Marble Surround 
Gas Fires 
from £499 


HIGH ST, PRINCES END, TIPTON DY4 9JF ' 

www.jubileefires.co.uk | 0121 557 3111 



Baggies support helps Tommy’s appeal 


A FUNDRAISER for a young Baggies 
fan has topped its £20,000 goal. 

THE appeal in aid of six-year-old Tom¬ 
my Brown, who lost his legs and right 
hand after he contracted meningitis as 
a young child, will allow his family to 
afford new prosthetics. 

Tommy and his family, who are 
from Walsall, were invited to Albion’s 
training ground where they were pre¬ 
sented with a cheque for £21,004.68. 

Tommy’s favourite player James 
Morrison welcomed the family to the 
training ground and praised the efforts 
of fans who donated. 

He currently has prosthetic legs sup¬ 
plied by the NHS, but he was unable to 
walk more than 18 steps with them on 
- and his family feared it would take 
years to fund the new £20,000 pros¬ 
thetics. 



Tommy Brown, of Walsall, getting prosthetic legs after £20,000 was raised 


Speeding driver in 
road ban walks free 


A SHOPKEEPER who was 
caught speeding in his 
Mercedes despite being 
banned from the road has 
been freed by top judges. 

Ahjaz Ali was locked up for 
seven months at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court in September. 

The 60-year-old admitted fraud 
and doing acts tending and intending 
to pervert the course of justice, Mr 
Justice Green told London’s Appeal 
Court. 

Ali, who first passed his driving test 
at the age of 53, had his licence revoked 
in September 2010 after he admitted 
driving without due care and atten¬ 
tion. But on May 14, 2014 he took out 
an online insurance policy declaring he 


had a full UK driving licence and no 
motoring convictions or fixed penalty 
notices. Ali, of Highland Road, Cradley 
Heath was then recorded speeding on 
two occasions on January 20 and sent 
a notice of intended prosecution. 

He did not respond and, when a re¬ 
minder was sent, he identified some¬ 
one else as the driver. 

The police and DVLA became sus¬ 
picious and Ali admitted in police in¬ 
terview that he had been driving the 
Mercedes on both occasions. He gave 
the false information because he knew 
his licence had been revoked and ‘pan¬ 
icked’. 

The judge who jailed Ali said he was 
‘aware that, had he provided accurate 
information to the police, it would 
have been discovered he was banned 
from driving’. 


He was, however, of previous good 
character and had a ‘high-standing in 
the community’, the court heard. 

Ali’s lawyers argued his jail term 
should have been suspended. 

They pointed to him being the 
owner of a shop which opens from 8am 
to 8pm, seven days a week. 

Mr Justice Green ruled: “There 
were strong reasons for considering 
that immediate custody was not neces¬ 
sary and a suspended sentence would 
suffice. The judge failed sufficiently 
to address alternatives to immediate 
custody. “The appeal is therefore al¬ 
lowed,” said the judge, who was sitting 
with Lord Justice Simon and Judge 
Mark Brown. 

He concluded: “A sentence of six 
months imprisonment, suspended for 
12 months, is imposed.” 
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in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


THE CITY OF LIVERPOOL 

TALL SHIPS REGATTA 



Departing Saturday 26 May 2018 


Quote Code: UTU880 


Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at a 3 or 4 star North West-area hotel with 
dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Visits to Liverpool to see the Tall Ships in dock on 
Sunday, and the parade of ships and sail out on 
Monday morning 

✓ Free time in Liverpool 

✓ Visit to Chester on Saturday 

3 days, by coach 

£159— 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £60pp. Subject to availability. 


GRAND NATIONAL 

AND LIVERPOOL 



Departing Saturday 14 April 2018 


Quote Code: GRH123 


Price Includes. 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Steeplechase Enclosure ticket for Aintree on 
Saturday, Grand National Day (upgrade available 
at a supplement) 

✓ Visit to Liverpool Docks on Sunday 


2 days, by coach 

£149 


only 


.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols a Omega Hols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 




























































MEGA 

VALUE 

£ 2.99 


unbeatable 

VALUE 


VALUE 

£ 9.99 


Stain resistant twist will add style to any 
room in your home in a choice of beautiful 
colours. 


NO DEPOSIT "4 YEARS 0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


M£GA 


A hard-wearing versatile Berber 
available in a range of modern colours. 


Fabulous flecked ‘soft to touch’ saxony 
carpet, stain resistant qualities in stripes 
or solid colours. 


FROM 

£ 7.16 


FROM 

£ 9.55 


FROM 

£ 39.99 


LAMINATE 


15 


UniTed 

CARPETS 


WOODFLOOR Mdl 


21 Upper High Street Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
Telephone 0121 5056679 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon 9am-8pm, Tues-Sat 9am-6pm, 

Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


G* 


SHOP: IN STORE/ONLINE/MOBILE 


M TRUSTPILOT □□□□□ 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate 
wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors. tUnited Carpets 
Woodfloor and Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC trading as VI2 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit is provided by external finance companies as 
determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies. ✓Trustpilot review was correct at time of printing. 
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KEEP THEM COMING, WE LOVE TO SEE THEM 



Milly has bags of personality 


7M ; 



Otis, Percy and 
Wilson line up 


r*M 


Summer enjoying a romp in the grass 



Super Dan just loves his food 


Polo waiting for dinner 


Cocoa so enjoys cuddles 


So many lovely pets, 
it’ll be a tough choice 


AND just like Noah’s Ark they keep 
coming in - but not in twos more like 
hundreds! 

If you have sent in pictures and they 
have not appeared on the page don’t 
worry. We have not got space to carry 
them all but they will all be considered 
for the shortlist, then we will print the 
10 chosen. 

It is going to be a difficult job for you 
readers to judge the winner. 

So keep the pictures coming in. 



Send us a picture of your beloved pet 
and, as well as the chance to see your 
pet in print, you could also win a £100 
cash prize. It can be any animal as 


long as it is a pet belonging to you or a 
member of your family. 

Our Chronicle judges are simply 
looking for interesting pictures. We will 
select 10 of our favourite pictures and 
then it is up to our readers to decide on 
the winner. 

To enter email the images to sue. 
attwater@expressandstar.co.uk with 
your name and details, including where 
you are from and information about 
your pet. 
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Health 

Futures 

UTC 



Are you in Year 9 or Year 11 and 
interested in a career in health? 

Open Evening 
Tuesday 7 November 2017 , 5 : 30 pm - 7 : 30 pm 

AUDIOLOGIST 

PRACTICE MANAGER INDUSTRIAL PHARMACIST 

^PSYCHIATRY© 

DIETITIAN Opharmacist 

X MEDICAL LABORATORY ASSISTANT (j W\M I I k 

: ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER % W t 

§ O ANAESTHETIST ^ microbiologist ^ o 
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S = s O COUNSELLOR 3 OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST 2 5 
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OPHTHALMOLOGIST 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


§ PODIATRIST 

■H CHILDREN S NURSING 


Offering an exciting and dynamic education to young people aged 14-19. 
Combining traditional academic qualifications such as GCSEs and A-levels 
with technical and practical learning experiences, Health Futures UTC teaches 
the healthcare professionals of tomorrow, today. 

Find out more about joining us in Year 10 or Year 12, in September 2018. 

We don’t have a catchment area and welcome students from all over the 
West Midlands and Birmingham. 


High Street, West Bromwich, B70 8DJ Tel 0121 7942888 
For more information visit www.healthfuturesutc.co.uk 


OO 


Find the right career path 
with Health Futures UTC 


Commercial feature 

If you are a student currently in 
year 9 or 11 and are interested in 
pursuing a career in healthcare 
you are warmly invited to come 
along to our open evening to find 
out more about how studying 
with us could prepare you for an 
exciting career! 

Health Futures University Technical 
College (UTC), based in High Street, 
West Bromwich, offers educational 
experiences and opportunities rarely 
if ever seen in traditional schools and 
colleges. 

A unique partnership between Health 
Futures and 20 health, education 
and public sector organisations from 
across the West Midlands enables us to 
combine national qualification teaching 
with hands-on project learning with 
healthcare professionals. 

Advantages 

14-19 year olds from across the region 
enjoy enviable academic and career- 
focused advantages that prepare them 
for higher education and employment. 

Why choose Health Futures UTC? 

In September 2015 we opened the 
doors of our brand new multi-million 
pound building in West Bromwich. 

Over 250 regional students interested 
in careers in healthcare and health 
science sectors joined Health Futures 
for the first time, putting them on the 
pathway to an exciting educational 
experience. 

We are now accepting 



Working in the simulation ward, just one area of study at Health Futures UTC 


applications from young people 
living in Birmingham, Sandwell, 
Wolverhampton, Dudley, Walsall, 
Solihull and North Worcestershire who 
would like to join us as Year 10 or Year 
12 students in September 2018. 

The first UTC in the UK with 
healthcare and health sciences as its 
specialism, Health Futures prepares 
students for a wide range of health 


related careers that span the NHS, 
Public Health, public sector agencies, 
private industry, voluntary and 
charitable institutes, and community 
organisations - locally, nationally and 
across the globe. 

The open evening takes place on 
Tuesday November 7, from 5.30pm- 
7pm. 
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SANDWELL COLLEGE 

SCHOOL LEAVERS 

OPEN EVENTS 


CENTRAL CAMPUS, 1 SPON LANE 


THURSDAY 2 
THURSDAY 16 
SATURDAY 18 


CENTRAL SIXTH, NEW SQUARE 


WE’RE NEXT TO THE BUS & METRO STATIONS IN WEST BROMWICH 

0800 622 006 apply now Ofstecl 

www.sandwell.ac.uk FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 KL. 


RAL CAMPUS, 1 SPON LANE, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6AW. CENTRAL SIXTH, NEW SQUARE, WEST BROMWICH, B70 7PG 
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Campaign to 
bring railway 
back into use 

THE Government’s Transport 
Secretary is facing calls to reopen 
a long-disused stretch of railway, 
which passes through Wednesbury. 

Campaigners have urged Chris 
Grayling to bring back into use a sec¬ 
tion of the Worcester to Derby Main 
Line between Stourbridge and Bur¬ 
ton in Staffordshire. 

The stretch closed in the 1960s as 
part of the infamous ‘Beeching’ cuts 
that shut down 4,500 miles of rail¬ 
way tracks in the UK. 

The move has been backed by West 
Midlands Mayor Andy Street, who 
described it as ‘a long-term aspira¬ 
tion’. 

The Campaign for Better Trans¬ 
port has urged Mr Grayling to set up 
of a new fund to pay for the opening 
of 12 additional railway lines and sta¬ 
tions across the country. 

Stephen Joseph, the group’s chief 
executive, said: “There a huge is 
demand for new or reinstated rail 
connections out there, but very few 
means of making them a reality. 

“We regularly hear from local 
authorities, developers and commu¬ 
nities with very good proposals who 
have reached a brick wall when it 
comes to funding. 

“That’s why we’re asking the 
Transport Secretary to create a new 
Network Development Fund and 
help reverse some of the damage 
done to our railways by Dr Beech¬ 
ing’s hatchet job more than 60 years 
ago.” 

The line between Stourbridge and 
Burton runs for 56km. Freight trains 
run along 26km, but it is completely 
closed to passenger trains. Conserv¬ 
ative Mayor Mr Street said: “Com¬ 
plete reopening of that line is a long 
term aspiration and one we endorse 
entirely. Reopening lines gives us a 
fantastic opportunity to reduce con¬ 
gestion and drive economic growth.” 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


Cemeteries may get CCTV after 
robberies at town's graveyard 


CCTV could be installed at cemeteries amid fears over safe¬ 
ty following reports of two robberies at Wednesbury graves. 
Officials from Sandwell Council are developing a costing re¬ 
port for the security of Fallings Heath Cemetery along with 
potential other spots across the borough. 

Wednesbury North ward councillor Peter Hughes has said he would 
back the campaign to see security cameras put in place at the Beebee 


Road site in Wednesbury after two 

Councillor Hughes said: “The per¬ 
son in charge of the crematorium 
and cemeteries is putting a report 
together - a report of costings. It will 
be a matter of putting the information 
together and it will be whether the 
council are in the financial situation to 
carry forward the project - that will be 
a cabinet discussion I think. I’m chair¬ 
man of the scrutiny board so I will be 
pushing it from my side. 

Supporting 

“They either have done or are in 
process of getting contractors out to 
get the costings for not only Fallings 
Heath but some of the other cemeter¬ 
ies.” 

The Wednesbury councillor said 
that the issue of security in cemeter¬ 
ies needed to be dealt with ‘across the 
board’. 

Councillor Hughes said that he 
and cabinet member Elaine Costigan 
would both be supporting the steps to 
take security measures. He said: “Ob¬ 
viously I’ll fight for my own area but 
it’s got a wider context - there may 


reported cases of bag snatching. 

Report by Luke Bartlett 


be issues in other cemeteries and so if 
we’re going to deal with it, it needs to 
be dealt with across the board. 

“From my own point of view I’m a 
councillor for Wednesbury and I’d get 
very much encouraged trying to do 
something for Fallings Heath - espe¬ 
cially with the incidents that have oc¬ 
curred here. From what we can gather 
the police have caught the person and 
are going through the process - I be¬ 
lieve its been over the last two to three 
months. 

“I will back it and I have had a quick 
chat with Elaine Costigan and she was 
happy to say that she will be support¬ 
ing it from a cabinet point of view and 
from a local ward point of view.” 

Sandwell Council cabinet member 
Elaine Costigan said: “The council are 
looking into it, they’re getting costings 
at the moment. I think it’s something 
that we have got to consider and ob¬ 
viously we’re waiting for the costings, 
but we’re looking at things.” 


If you’ve got it - haunt it, says Angela 



Angela Taplin with family and friends in her Halloween garden in Handley Street 


IT took her all week to decorate 
her home - so it is no wonder that 
Angela Taplin’s annual Halloween 
bash is the highlight of the family 
social calendar. 

The walls of her living room and 
kitchen of her Wednesbury home 
were blacked out with bin liners 
and she hung up ghosts that light 
up, a mystery woman that can be 
heard ‘breathing’ among other 
creepy creatures on display. There 
was a machine that makes smoke 
and another that creates thunder 
and lightning effects. She bought 
mannequins online and painted 
them up to create ‘corpses’. 

A friend who makes garden pan¬ 
els knocked her up three coffins. 
The outside toilet was splattered 
in ‘blood’ and the garden trans¬ 
formed into a graveyard. She said: 
“It’s my favourite time of year - 
even better than Christmas.” 

The latest contraption was the 
addition of a projector that throws 
out images of zombies coming 
out of the walls and ghosts ris¬ 
ing through the floor. Around 20 
friends and family attended the 
themed party in Handley Street, 
but in order to be allowed in, they 
had to be dressed up. 



AFTER 90 YEARS WE 
ARE CLOSING END OF 
NOVEMBER 


EVERYTHING MUST 
GO ALL STOCK HALF 
PRICE OR LESS 


ENS WEAR 


Exercise Your Body & Exercise Your Mind 
LEARN TO DANCE 

ADULT CLASSES IN LATIN, BALLROOM, ROCK N ‘ROLL & SALSA 
AT A FULL TIME WELL ESTABLISHED 
SCHOOL OF DANCE 

THE WEDNESBURY DANCE CENTRE 


first floor over LADBROKES... Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 


NEW CRASH COURSE FOR CHRISTMAS 

COMMENCING THURSDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2017 

NEW ADULT CLASS LEARN TO DANCE THE EASY WAY STEP BY STEP 


Enquire 0121 556 5285.07793 371 639 

www.dancemagicwednesbury.co.uk 































KHEATRE + MUSIC + PUZZLES + TV GUIDE 



COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


TRADITIONAL REAL ME PUB 


Manager Mandy always 
ensure a warm welcome 
to customers old and 
new at the Waggon & 
Horses in Oldbury. 
Waggon & Horses also 
showcase all the major 
sporting events from 
Football to Boxing all 
featured on Sky Sports, BT 
Sports and Box Nation. For 
those who like ‘doing’ rather 
than ‘watching’ there is the 
availability of the Pool Table. 
The pub itself boasts a wide 
range of ciders, lagers, 
wines and spirits including 


‘Real Ales’ which they 
rotate weekly. Regulars very 
often enjoy ales such as 
Bathams, AJ Ales, Oakham, 
JHB, Stairway To Heaven 
and MA Pardoes Entire, 
Plus many morel. 

The pub also run a loyalty 
scheme which means 
customers get lOp back on 
their card for every pound 
spend. 

The pub also has regular 
live entertainment over 
weekends and also offers a 
FREE Juke box on a Friday 
night. 





GUEST ALES 

NOW ON 

SALE 

INCLUDING BimUMS 


JOIN OUR 
NEW 
LOYALTY 
CARD 
SCHEME 


.. ta 


10p back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 


f *bt Sport Real Ale Public House Church street, Oldbury B69 3AD sky SPORTS 

























Pam: My show's 
not just for old folk 


P am Ayres has been a writer, 
broadcaster, and entertainer 
for more than 40 years. She 
is one of the few authors 
who has had books in the 
Sunday Times bestseller 
charts in almost every decade since 
the 1970s. She is the author of several 
best-selling poetry collections, 
including The Works, With These 
Hands, Surgically Enhanced and You 
Made Me Late Again!. 

And many of her poems are in school textbooks around 
the world including the UK, USA, China, Australia, New 
Zealand, Holland, South Africa, Ireland and Singapore. 

In 2016, once again, the most borrowed poetry book in 
UK Libraries was Pam’s most recent book, You Made Me 
Late Again. And this year she’s back on the road with a 
new tour that reaches Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre on 
Saturday night. 

Pam is one of the most popular female comedians 
performing in UK theatres. Her autobiography, The 
Necessary Aptitude, was the UK’s bestselling female 
autobiography of 2011, and her 2013 book of poetry, You 
Made Me Late Again, went straight into the Sunday Times 
bestseller lists. 


ROYAL 

She has appeared three times for HM The Queen - at 
the Silver Jubilee Royal Variety Performance in 1977, 
at a Royal Gala Charity Reception at St James Palace 
in 1996, when Pam, as the only entertainer, performed 
part of her solo stage show, and finally at Sandringham 
Women’s Institute in 2004, when the Queen attended in 
her capacity as President of the Sandringham Wl. 

Subsequently, she was honoured to be awarded the 
MBE in Queen’s Birthday Honours of 2004. 

She is presently performing in more than 30 theatre 
and festival shows and is delighted to be back. 

“I hope it will be fun. I’m on stage for two hours and I’ll 
be using poems and stories and anecdotes and jokes. 

You have to vary it as much as you possibly can. I’ll use 
old and new poems - things like I Wish I’d Looked After 
My Teeth. 

“I’ll use sad pieces too. We moved house after 28 
years, which just about broke my heart, and I realise 
that’s a commonly-shared feeling. There’s also a piece 
about when children go to uni and the great gulf that 
leaves in your life. 

“It’s new and old. I always try and move it on all the 
time. I don’t go round doing the same thing. I keep a very 
careful record of what I’ve said in a particular theatre. I 
try to write new material all the time and I’ve had a good 
writing period last winter.” 

There’s no surefire way to write a brilliant new poem. 
Pam has to wait until the muse strikes and surf those 
creative ways. 

“The process is waiting and praying for a good idea. 
That’s the crux of it. It’s to get a good idea that will strike 
a chord with lots of other people. Those things aren’t that 
easy to find. 

“I’ve been writing about long distance flying recently, 
that’s come together quite well. It’s looking for a good 
idea, then I work on it in the mornings. I go in each 
morning and work on the ideas I’ve got. I try to approach 
the subject from all sorts of different angles. 

“A lot of my time is spent groping for good ideas. When 
I find one, I’m delighted. I try and do something good with 
it. You have to find something people will identify with.” 

Pam’s a predominantly older audience but social media 
has allowed her to connect with a new generation. She 
is on Twitter and is constantly surprised about the new 
young people who come along. 

“I do little political tweets and a bit of sniping from 
the sidelines, that’s brought in quite an interesting new 
audience. 



“It’s not a show aimed at the old. I get three 
generations.” 

She is proud that performance poetry is now 
mainstream and feels a sense of kinship with new stars. 

“I look now at the number of performance poets 
that there are and I do feel that it’s partly down to me. 
Because I don’t know of anybody except Cyril Fletcher 
who was doing his odd odes, sitting in an armchair and 
doing a bit of verse, who opened up the doors to it. 

FLATTERING 

“There was no-one going around with funny poems, 
using those as the main thrust of the evening. Phil Jupitus 
said to me ‘you are the reason I’m a performance poet’. 

I didn’t set out to be a performance poet. I wrote those 
things and If I’d been musical I’d have made them into 
funny songs. But I couldn’t do that and everybody fell 
about laughing when I spoke them and that was good 
enough. I do feel a lot of people came after me, which is 
flattering.” 

Touring is bliss and she finds herself playing in 
Gibraltar, Althorp and Dubai, among other places. “You 
finish in all these amazing spots that you’d never in 100 
years go to unless you did it for a living. 

“I don’t like the travel because the roads are busier but 
I love talking to an audience is great. I’m not as scared as 
I was at the beginning. If you are successful on a talent 
show these days you are thrown to enormous audiences 
before you’re ready. Well, I’m not new but I still love it.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


The show’s full of 
new and old. I try 
and move it 
on all the time 
































Paul Bradley and Jessie Wallace 


Soap stars head cast 
in classic spine-chiller 


Former EastEnders stars Paul Bradley 
and Jessie Wallace head the cast in Ira 
Levin’s classic thriller Deathtrap at the New 
Alexandra Theatre, Birmingham, next week. 

Directed by Adam Penford, it runs rom November 7 
to 11. 

BAFTA nominated actress Wallace, and Bradley, 
who is also well-known as Elliott Hope in Holby City, 
a role he played for 10 years, will be joined by Sam 
Phillips, Beverly Klein and Julien Ball. 

One of the most successful plays in its genre, 
Deathtrap centres on Sidney Bruhl (Bradley), a once 
successful writer of stage thrillers, who is in the grip 
of chronic writer’s block. Out of the blue, young 
playwright Clifford Anderson (Phillips) sends Bruhl one 



of the only two copies of his brilliant new whodunnit, 
Deathtrap. Desperate to set Broadway alight once 
more, Bruhl spies his chance to invite Clifford to his 
remote country home, bringing the only other copy of 
Deathtrap with him. 

If Bruhl can kill the newcomer and pass the play 
off as his own, he could once again be the toast of 
Broadway. 

A spine-chiller guaranteed to keep the audience on 
their edge of their seats, Deathtrap continues to hold 
the record as the longest running thriller in Broadway 
history. It was subsequently made into a hit film 
starring Michael Caine and Christopher Reeve. 

Call 0844 871 3011 orvisitwww.atgtickets.com/ 
birmingham 


Beautiful story of fit 
Carole s rise to fame 


A TALENT show finalist 
has the beautiful role of 
Carole King in a musical 
about the songwriter’s life. 
Beautiful - The Carole King 
Musical is being staged at 
the Birmingham Hippodrome 
next week. 

It stars Bronte Barbe, pictured, a 
finalist in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
BBC1 series Over The Rainbow in 
2010. She has since appeared on 
stage in both London’s West End 
and around the UK and was last 
seen locally at Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre as Princess Fiona 


in Shrek - The Musical. She will 
be joined by Kane Oliver Parry as 
King’s husband and songwriting 
partner Gerry Goffin, with Amy 
Ellen Richardson and Matthew 
Gonsalves as fellow songwriters 
Cynthia Weil, and Barry Mann. Life 
Without George star Carol Royle 
is King’s mother Genie Klein and 
Adam Howden is publisher and 
producer Donnie Kirshner. 

The Olivier, Tony and Grammy 
Award-winning West End and 
Broadway musical tells the inspiring 
true story of King’s rise to stardom, 
from being part of a hit songwriting 
team with Goffin, to her relationship 
with Weil and Mann, to becoming 


one of the 
most successful 

solo acts in popular music history. 

Along the way, she wrote the 
best-selling album Tapestry, which 
featured the likes of (You Make Me 
Feel Like) A Natural Woman and 
You’ve Got a Friend. 

Other classics include It Might as 
Well Rain Until September and The 
Locomotion. 

Showtimes are at 7.30pm, 
Tuesday to Saturday, with matinees 
on Wednesday and Thursday at 
2pm and on Saturday at 2.30pm. 
Tickets are from £18. See bookings. 
birminghamhippodrome.com 


Top acts appear in 
hair-raising festival 

Big names appear in 
Wolverhampton as part of 
a comedy festival that will 
see more than 120 events 
staged across the city. 

Jimmy Carr is at the 
Civic tomorrow (Friday), 
prankster Lee Nelson 
is at the Wulfrun on the 
same night and the wacky 
Milton Jones, pictured, at the 
Civic the following night. 

In Birmingham, Joe Brown is at Town Hall on 
Saturday, the same night Jamiroquai play at the 
Arena. ABC/Kid Creole perform at the Symphony 
Hall on Monday. 


Strictly legal - and 
one Elle of a musical 

EastEnders’ Rita Simons, UK Eurovision entrant and 
former Coronation Street and Emmerdale actor Bill 
Ward star in a major new UK tour of Legally Blonde 
- The Musical, which runs at the Grand Theatre in 
Wolverhampton next week. 

Centring on Elle Woods, who heads to Harvard Law 
School after her boyfriend dumps her for someone 
more serious, it runs from November 7 to 11. 

Press & PR manager Scott Bird said: “This is a hugely 
exciting cast to be presenting Legally Blonde The 
Musical at the Grand Theatre in the first professional 
production of the show to play here.” 

Showtimes are Tuesday-Thursday 7.30pm, Friday at 
5pm and 8.30pm and Saturday at 2.30 and 7.30pm. 
For tickets from £19.50, with a £3 booking fee, call 
01902 429212 or visit grandtheatre.co.uk 



£ 14.50 

per person 


PERRY BARR GREYHOUND STADIUM 

SUN DAY FUN -pAY! 

Action on the Track, Reserved Table 
for the Racing, 2 Course Sunday Lunch, 
Admission and a Programme 


£ 6.95 


O©© 


v.lovethedogs.co.uk 


BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW AT 

www.lovethedogs.co.uk 


OR CALL US ON 0870 840 7411 
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DECEMBER 2017 

BENJAMINS 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
1997 — 2017 


CHRISTMAS DAY 
LUNCH 

3 COURSE FESTIVE MEAL 

WITH TEA OR COFFEE AND MINTS 
Bookings between 12.30pm and 3.30pm 
Only one sitting so no rush! 

Your table is yours for the duration and plenty of room 

ADULTS £40 

i CHILDREN 5-10 YEARS £20 < 
UNDER 5’S FREE 


.. 


your xac 


jt room 
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Benjaminsbanquet.co.uk 


SATURDAY 16TH DECEMBER £30 

3 COURSE CHRISTMAS MEAL, DISCO 
AND LIVE ENTERTAINMENTS FEATURING 



If you want an evening or daytime exclusively, just 
give us a call so that we can check availability. We 
can also do a Christmas Fayre meal at lunchtime 
or on the evening without the disco, minimum 15 
in the party. £13 for 3 courses with Tea or Coffee 
and Mints - £10 for 2 courses with 
Tea or Coffee and Mints 


NEW YEARS EVE 2017 

FAMILY DISCO WITH BUFFET 

TICKET NOW AVAILABLE 

ADULTS £16 

CHILDREN 5-14 £8 UNDER 5’S FREE 

Doors open 7.00pm - Bar closes ^.SOarri^ 
Evening finishes at 1.00am 





Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 OSD 


THE HARRIER 


TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB 

SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM WM 


R Why not join us for ™ g GO 
if our Sunday Carveiy? £ very 
I From 12pm onwards I ~ , 

A^it £s.99 j M ? n - day 
j Child £3.99 £ 

•XD 



From 

7pm 


EVERY 




CHILDRENS MENU 
ALSO AVAILABLE 


FREE Function Room Available 
Childrens Play Area • Outside Seating Area 


ANY FUNCTION CATERED FOR 
• BIRTHDAYS • CHRISTENINGS • WEDDINGS etc 


POWIS AVENUE, TIPTON DY4 ONF 0121 557 3896 
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NCIS: New Orleans 
(Channel 5,10pm) 

New series. The naval crime 
drama spin-off returns, picking 
up with Pride and his team in 
the wake of the departure of 
Meredith Brody, who left for 
good after a close call with a 
terrorist. Concerns are raised 
about whether the unit has 
been irreparably compromised, 
and FBI special agent Tammy 
Gregorio is assigned to discover 
the truth. However, the agents 
are quickly given a chance to 
prove their effectiveness, as 
they co-ordinate with various 
other federal agencies to track 
down a sniper targeting special 
events across New Orleans. 
Starring Scott Bakula, Lucas 
Black, Vanessa Ferlito, Rob 
Kerkovich, Daryl Mitchell, 
Shalita Grant, CCH Pounder, 
Derek Webster, Doris Morgado, 
Jared Day and Steven Weber. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Comfort 
Food. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Rugby League 
World Cup. 2.45 Film: Madagascar 3: 
Europe’s Most Wanted. (2012) Animated 
comedy, with the voice of Ben Stiller. 

4.10 Final Score. 5.10 Len Goodman’s 
Partners in Rhyme. 5.40 BBC News. 

5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Lucy 
Porter, Rob Deering, Rachel and 
Stanley Johnson, John 
Shuttleworth, Dave Gorman, Carol 
McGiffin and Charlotte Crosby all 
take part in the unorthodox quiz 
show. 

6.50 Strictly Come Dancing. The 

pressure for the pro-celebrity 
couples remains as high as ever, 
as the competition enters its 
seventh weekend. The 10 
remaining duos once again take to 
the dance-floor to demonstrate 
whether another week of rigorous 
training has improved their 
footwork, while judges Shirley 
Balias, Bruno Tonioli, Craig Revel 
Horwood and Darcey Bussell 
assess their performance. Each 
star will be hoping to claim a high 
score from the adjudicators, 
placing them in a better position to 
avoid facing a dreaded elimination 
dance-off following the public 
vote. 

8.20 Casualty. New junior doctor Rash 
faces nightmare first day in the ED, 
and Lily must listen to either her 
head or her heart as she decides 
whether to take a research position 
in Hong Kong. 

9.10 Gunpowder. Catesby and his gang 
load the tunnels below Parliament 
with gunpowder, but across the 
city, Father Garnet faces pressure 
to betray them to the authorities. 
Last in the series. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including West Ham United v 
Liverpool. 

11.50 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman is 
joined by former players Osi 
Umenyiora and Jason Bell to 
present highlights of Thursday 
night’s game, plus a look at the 
major stories shaping the NFL. 

12.20 Film: The Double. (2011)1.55 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.00 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.15 How We Won the War. (R) 6.45 
Animal Park Summer Special. (R) 7.30 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. 8.00 
Deadly 60. (R) 8.30 Live Rugby League 
World Cup. 11.30 Coast. (R) 12.00 Rick 
Stein’s Long Weekends. (R) 1.00 Nigella: 
At My Table. (R) 1.30 Natural World. (R) 

2.30 Escape to the Continent. (R) 3.30 
Italy Unpacked. (R) 4.30 Mastermind. 

(R) 5.00 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 The Big Family Cooking 
Showdown. The three most 
successful families return for the 
final, in which they prepare food 
for a big family get-together, 
including nibbles, main courses 
and desserts. Last in the series. 

(R) 

7.00 Britain Afloat. Mary-Ann Ochota 
reveals how a recreational sport 
developed by fisherman working 
on the Mersey led to the creation 
of pleasure sailing, and the 
formation of exclusive sailing 
clubs. 

7.30 Front Row. Giles Coren presents 
an Agatha Christie-themed edition 
of the cultural review show, 
featuring an interview with Murder 
on the Orient Express director and 
star Kenneth Branagh. 

8.00 Grand Tours of the Scottish 
Islands. Paul Murton journeys 
around the coast of the Long 
Island of Harris and Lewis, 
beginning on Scarp, travelling 
north to Great Bernera, then south 
east to Scalpay. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The older members 
of the platoon take drastic action 
when they are threatened with 
being made air-raid wardens, 
transforming themselves in a bid 
to appear younger. (R) 

9.00 Josh Widdicombe: What Do I Do 
Now. A recorded performance of 
the comedian’s show at the 
Hammersmith Apollo, in which he 
vents his frustration at everything 
from an overflowing shower to his 
contactless debit card. 

10.00 Ql XL. With Aisling Bea, Joe Lycett 
and David Mitchell. 

10.45Later-with Jools Holland. Last 
in the series. 

11.50 Film: Red Tails. (2012) Black US 
fighter pilots battle both the 
German airforce and racism in 
their own ranks. Fact-based 
Second World War drama, starring 
Terrence Howard. 

1.45 Film: Love. (2011)3.05 This is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 
Mission Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. 
(R) 7.10 Ultimate Spider-Man: Web 
Warriors. 7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 

7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry 
Show. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Fangbone. 
(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff 
Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 Scrambled!: 
Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Saturday Morning with James Martin. 

11.25 Gino’s Italian Coastal Escape. (R) 
11.55 The Hungry Sailors. (R) 12.50 The 
Harbour. (R) 1.20 ITV News; Weather. 

I. 30 The X Factor Live. (R) 3.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 3.55 Film: 
Father of the Bride. (1991) 

6.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs. Paul meets a pair of old 
labradors who cannot bear to be 
apart for one second and a tiny 
puppy with an anti-social 
behaviour problem. (R) 

6.25 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.35 ITV News; Weather. 

6.50 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates another selection of 
hilarious home videos, including a 
toddler’s explosive encounter with 
a cake, and a pole-dancer’s 
disaster in a kitchen. 

7.15 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge, 
hosted by Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. (R) 

8.20 The X Factor Live. Dermot 
O’Leary hosts as the nerve- 
jangling live stage of the talent 
contest continues, and the 
remaining acts step on-stage to 
face scrutiny at the hands of the 
judges. 

10.05The Jonathan Ross Show. Actress 
and director Jodie Foster, 
comedian and bestselling author 
David Walliams, and GameFace 
star Roisin Conaty join Jonathan 
for a chat, and Blondie perform in 
the studio. 

II. 10 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25 Film: Forgetting Sarah Marshall. 

(2008) A jilted man takes a trip 
to Hawaii, only to find his ex and 
her new boyfriend are staying at 
the same resort. Romantic 
comedy, with Jason Segel and 
Kristen Bell. 

1.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.25 Adventure Racing: Spartan Race 
Europe. 6.50 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.15 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.45 Frasier. (R) 8.10 
Frasier. (R) 8.35 The Big Bang Theory. 
9.00 The Big Bang Theory. 9.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. 9.55 The Simpsons. (R) 
10.20 The Simpsons. (R) 10.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.20 The Simpsons. (R) 
11.50 Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.20 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.50 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 1.25 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 1.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

2.25 A Place in the Sun: Home or Away. 
(R) 3.30 A Place in the Sun: Home or 
Away. (R) 4.30 Best Laid Plans. 5.30 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Volatile Earth: Killer Volcanoes. 
New series. The first of three 
documentaries in which scientists 
who are experts in the field of 
natural disasters identify the most 
extreme catastrophes to have ever 
occurred on Earth, piecing 
together the stories of these 
events via the debris left in their 
wake. 

8.00 Pearl Harbour: The New 

Evidence. Documentary shedding 
light on whether there is any truth 
to conspiracy theorists’ 
suggestions that London and 
Washington had been aware the 
Japanese were planning to assault 
the American naval base at Pearl 
Harbour in 1941, but refused to 
act on the intelligence as part of a 
plot to bring the full might of 
America’s military into the Second 
World War. In the wake of the 
attack, an investigation into how 
US forces failed to anticipate the 
assault concluded that Admiral 
Husband Kimmel, Commander in 
Chief of the Pacific Fleet, had been 
guilty of dereliction of duty, a 
charge that left his career in 
tatters. (R) 

9.00 Film: The Other Woman. (2014) A 
woman is devastated to learn her 
boyfriend is actually married, but 
when she meets his wife, they 
quickly become friends. When 
they discover he has a third secret 
lover, they decide to join forces 
and teach him a lesson. Comedy, 
starring Cameron Diaz. 

11.10Film: Unknown. (2011) Thriller, 
starring Liam Neeson. 

1.15 The Last Leg SU2C Special. (R) 

2.10 Hollyoaks. 4.20 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.15 Kirstie’s Vintage 
Home. (R) 5.35 Draw It! (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.50 The Gadget Show. 
(R) 10.45 Police Interceptors. (R) 11.45 
Film: The 12 Gifts of Christmas. (2015) 
Comedy, starring Katrina Law. 1.25 Film: 
The Christmas Card. (2006) Romantic 
drama, with John Newton and Alice 
Evans. 3.10 Film: Christmas in the City. 
(2013) Drama, starring Ashley Williams. 
4.10 5 News Update. 4.15 Film: 
Christmas in the City. (2013) Concluded. 
5.00 Film: A Mission for Christmas. 
(2015) Premiere. Christmas drama, 
starring Lindsey Gort. 

6.00 5 News Update. 

6.05 Film: A Mission for Christmas. 
(2015) Concluded. 

6.45 Film: Rio Lobo. (1970) Aformer 
Union Army colonel heads for 
Texas to recover a shipment of 
gold bullion stolen from a payroll 
train during the American Civil War 
and settle a few old scores along 
the way. Howard Hawks’ Western, 
starring John Wayne, Jorge 
Rivero, Christopher Mitchum, Jack 
Elam, Jennifer O’Neill and Mike 
Henry. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games, 
including Bristol City v Cardiff City 
at Ashton Gate, Brentford v Leeds 
United at Griffin Park, and Aston 
Villa v Sheffield Wednesday at Villa 
Park. 

10.00 NCIS: New Orleans. New series. 
The naval crime drama spin-off 
returns, as Pride and company co¬ 
ordinate with other federal 
agencies to track down a sniper 
targeting special events across 
New Orleans. 

10.55 NCIS: New Orleans. The FBI gets 
involved in an investigation into 
the murder of a US Navy officer, in 
which Pride’s friend Elvis Bertrand, 
a US Navy intelligence analyst, is 
the prime suspect. 

11.50 Lip Sync Battle UK. Melanie 
Brown and Professor Green 
present the musical game show as 
actor Danny Dyer and dancer Craig 
Revel Horwood go head to head 
lip-synching to a hit song. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 The Yorkshire Vet. Peter 
Wright attends to a feisty Highland cow. 
(R) 4.00 Ben Fogle: New Lives in the 
Wild. (R) 4.50 Great Scientists. (R) 5.15 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.40 Chinese Food in 
Minutes. (R) 



DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Inca: Masters of the Clouds 
8.00 Gunpowder 5/11: The Greatest 
Terror Plot 9.00 I Know Who You Are 
11.35 The Vietnam War 12.30 Top of the 
Pops: 1984 1.55 Sound of Cinema: The 
Music That Made the Movies 2.55 The 
Inca: Masters of the Clouds 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.20 Take Me Out 1.30 Harry Hill’s Alien 
Fun Capsule 2.00 Film: See Spot Run 
(2001) 3.00 FYI Daily 3.05 Film: See 
Spot Run (2001) 4.05 Film: St Trinian’s 
2: The Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 
5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: St Trinian’s 2: 
The Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 6.10 
Film: The Lord of the Rings: The Return 
of the King (2003) 7.15 FYI Daily 7.20 
Film: The Lord of the Rings: The Return 
of the King (2003) 10.00 Celebrity Juice 

10.50 Family Guy 11.50 American Dad! 

12.50 Timewasters 1.20 Bromans 2.20 
Viral Tap 3.00 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.05 Film: Rest in Peace, Mrs Columbo 
(1990) 1.05 Foyle’s War 3.10 Midsomer 
Murders 11.00 The Syndicate 12.05 
Foyle’s War 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.25 Shed and Buried 1.30 ITV Racing 
Live from Ascot and Wetherby. Coverage 
of today’s race meetings at Ascot and 
Wetherby. 4.00 Pawn Stars 4.55 
Hornblower 7.00 Live World Series of 
Darts Finals. Coverage of day two from 
Glasgow. 11.00 Film: The Glimmer Man 

e 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: The 
er Man (1996) 12.50 The Sweeney 

1.50 The Classic Car Show 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.30 Film: Toy Story OF TERROR! 

(2013) 12.00 How I Met Your Mother 
1.00 The Goldbergs 3.00 Don’t Tell the 
Bride 4.00 The Great British Bake Off: The 
Final 5.15 The Great British Bake Off: An 
Extra Slice 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: Iron Man 2 (2010) The hero 
battles a vengeful new foe, but finds the 
armour he created to fight evil is killing 
him. Adventure, with Robert Downey Jr. 

11.25 Gogglebox 1.30 Naked Attraction 
2.35 Rude Tube 3.25 Tattoo Fixers 4.20 
How I Met Your Mother 5.05 Black-ish 
Film4 

11.00 Bridge to Terabithia (2007) 1.00 
Coneheads (1993) 2.40 Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid: Rodrick Rules (2011)4.45 
Earthquake (1974) 7.10 Legend (1985) 
9.00 47 Ronin (2013) 11.15 The 
Transporter (2002) 1.00 Dog Soldiers 
(2002) 3.15 Close 




(Drinks excluded) Valid until 09.11.2017 



Valid until 09.11.2017 









PHONE ORDERS TAKEN COLLECTION ONLY 





HENLEY 
’FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
EmilyHouse, WarleyMid, Oldbrny 



RINAULT 8PBCIALI8T8 

Mechanical Repairs 
| Electrical Repairs 
Pre M.O.T. 
General Servicing 
Cambelts 

mv 7«7B D Ttn 

07UB7 §©© 7^ © All makes and models 

l/l/hy Pay Dealer Prices l/l/hen l/l/e Offer the Same Service For Alot Less 



Unit 1 Kingfisher Ind/Est 
Charles Street, West Bromwich B70 OAT 


*STAR CLUTCHES LTD &* 
REPAIR CENTRE Z* 

Mb Cm ummil to U08 GtoaG Qntog© 8G 
U ieSMAb (tern am? ato aMKDes 

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts [aa 
163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ E4J 

0121 572 1253 / 07756 768540 


Carpet Outlet 



Open Times Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm Sun 10.00am-4.00pm 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 
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SUNDAY’S TV NOVEMBER 5 



Unspeakable 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

One-off drama, starring Indira 
Varma as a mother who 
receives an anonymous text 
message warning her that her 
11-year-old daughter is being 
abused by her new boyfriend, 
who has onlyjust moved in with 
her. Unable to share her fears 
with anyone else, she 
succumbs to paranoia over the 
course of a weekend. Luke 
Treadaway, Neil Maskell, Kate 
Ashfield, Will Thorp, Nina 
Sorrentino, Lucas Bond, Jordan 
Whyte, Anil Desai, Sophie 
Brooke, Alison Garner, Ffion 
Jolly, Lucinda Holloway and 
Abigail Wisdom also star. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 Regional 

Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Points of 

View. 1.30 Lifeline. 1.45 FA Cup Final 

Score. 4.00 Songs of Praise. 4.35 Blue 

Planet II. (R) 5.35 BBC News. 5.50 

Regional Programme. 

6.00 Panorama. In-depth current 
affairs report. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker reports on 
a new charter to protect Britain’s 
woodlands and Ellie Harrison 
meets seal pups at Skomer in a 
special episode themed around 
Autumn. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing-The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman reveal the results of 
last night’s show before another 
couple leave the contest. Featuring 
a musical performance from 
Stereophonies. 

8.00 Blue Planet II. Creatures that live 
in volcanic hot spots on the ocean 
bed, areas that reach temperatures 
hot enough to melt lead and which 
may hold the secrets behind all life 
on Earth. Other strange creatures 
from the depths of the sea include 
bone-eating worms, fish that walk 
rather than swim, and hordes of 
squid. Plus, footage of sharks in a 
feeding frenzy over the dead body 
of a whale and the wildlife of the 
Midnight Zone in the Pacific, an 
area that never receives any 
natural light, forcing creatures to 
rely on their own bioluminescence. 

9.00 The Last Post. Joe’s future in the 
army hangs in the balance, as 
Honor struggles with the 
revelations about his past. 
Markham is torn between his duty 
and his conscience. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, including 
Chelsea v Manchester United a 
and Manchester City v Arsenal. 

II. 45 Ronny Chieng: International 

Student. New series. Sitcom 
starring the comedian as a 
Malaysian student who comes to 
an Australian university to study 
law. Ronnie enters a drinking 
contest to win access to a book. 

12.15 Weatherforthe Week Ahead. 

12.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.05 How We Won the War. (R) 6.35 A to 
Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.20 Great British 
Garden Revival. (R) 8.20 The Countryfile 
Ramble for Children in Need. (R) 9.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Mary 
Berry’s Foolproof Cooking. (R) 11.30 My 
Life on a Plate. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 

I. 00 Natural World - Echo: The 
Unforgettable Elephant. (R) 2.00 Wild 
Brazil. (R) 3.00 Flog It! (R) 4.00 Rugby 
League World Cup. 5.30 MOTD: FA Cup 
Highlights. 

7.00 Top Gear. Matt LeBlanc drives an 
eight-wheeled rescue vehicle from 
Russia, Rory Reid turns the 
world’s ugliest car into a luxury 
yacht, and Chris Harris reviews the 
new Porsche Cayman. Jamiroquai 
frontman Jay Kay is the studio 
guest. Last in the series. (R) 

8.00 Robot Wars. Dara 6 Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present the third 
round, with robots Apex, Vulture, 
Terrorhurtz, Track-Tion, Buckythe 
Robot and Rapid battling it out. 
Among the contestants controlling 
the machines are a group of 
schoolchildren who are this series’ 
youngest entrants and a team that 
has spent more money on their 
robot than any of their rivals. 

9.00 Film: Louis Theroux: My 
Scientology Movie. (2015) 
Premiere. The reporter 
investigates the controversial 
religious organisation, but finds 
himself denied access to anyone 
involved. Adopting a different 
approach, he resorts to recruiting 
actors to re-enact the personal 
stories of former members - only 
to find his project is under 
surveillance by representatives of 
the church. 

10.35Snowfall. Franklin causes trouble 
by bringing his drunken father to 
Jerome and Louie’s July 4 
barbecue. Teddy and Alejandro 
crash land in the Mexican desert 
while flying back from Nicaragua. 

II. 20 Film: The Ring. (2002) A 

journalist investigates teenage 
deaths linked to a videotape, which 
is rumoured to cause the demise 
of anyone who watches it. Horror 
remake, with Naomi Watts and 
Martin Henderson. 

1.05 Sign Zone: Question Time. David 
Dimbleby chairs the topical debate in 
Kilmarnock, East Ayrshire, where 
panellists include former Scottish Labour 
leader Kezia Dugdale and the Stagecoach 
founder Brian Souter. (R) 2.05 Holby 
City. (R) 3.05 This Is BBC Two. 



ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 
Mission Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. 
(R) 7.10 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ben 10. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Make It 
Pop. (R) 9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Australian 
Wilderness with Ray Mears. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Film: Rest in 
Peace, Mrs Columbo. (1990) 1.00 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.10 The X Factor Live. 
(R) 2.50 Catchphrase. (R) 3.35 Ball and 
Boe: Back Together. (R) 4.35 AVery 
Royal Wedding. (R) 5.50 Regional 
Programme; Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.10 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh presents as 
celebrity contestants Hannah 
Mills, Chris Ramsey, Dion Dublin 
and Lesley Garrett pit their wits 
against ruthless quiz genius the 
Chaser in the hope of winning a 
potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

7.05 The X Factor Live. Dermot 

O’Leary hosts the second of this 
weekend’s two live shows, as the 
acts strive to ensure a place in next 
week’s episodes - while judges 
Simon Cowell, Sharon Osbourne, 
Nicole Scherzinger and Louis 
Walsh will be hoping to ensure 
their favoured acts make it through 
to the next stage. 

9.00 Sheridan. Sheridan Smith 

performs songs from her debut 
album as well as other favourite 
numbers, accompanied by a live 
orchestra. In between musical 
numbers, she chats to Alexander 
Armstrong about her career. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. (R) 

11.15 Car Crash Britain: Caught on 
Camera. Documentary focusing 
on crashes, miracle escapes and 
bad driving, with stories including 
a daughter’s tribute to her dad’s 
life-saving driving skills. (R) 

12.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


6.00 Kevin Can Wait. 6.25 Kevin Can 
Wait. 6.50 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 7.15 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
7.40 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.05 Frasier. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. 
(R) 1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
3.00 The Simpsons. (R) 3.30 The Great 
British Bake Off: The Final. (R) 4.45 
Channel 4 News. 5.15 Film: Paddington. 



7.00 Escape. Five engineers are 

stranded in Arctic conditions and 
must assemble a vehicle to escape 
in from the wreckage of a 
snowmobile and a light aircraft. 
The team combines skills ranging 
from aircraft mechanics to vehicle 
engineering - but struggle to 
agree on exactly what they should 
be building. With Ant Middleton. 
8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales explore 
the Marne-Rhine Canal in Alsace 
and Lorraine, close to France’s 
border with Germany and running 
through forests, mountains and 
valleys. They get to grips with an 
unfamiliar system of locks, sample 
local wines, and pay a visit to the 
European Parliament in 
Strasbourg. 

9.00 Unspeakable. One-off drama, 
starring Indira Varma as a mother 
who receives an anonymous text 
message warning her that her 
11 -year-old daughter is being 
abused by her new boyfriend, who 
has only just moved in with her. 
Unable to share her fears with 
anyone else, she succumbs to 
paranoia over the course of a 
weekend. 

10.00 Gogglebox: Celebrity Special for 
SU2C. Critiques of popular and 
topical TV shows, featuring some 
well-known faces appearing in 
support of the Stand Up to Cancer 
initiative. (R) 

11.00 Film: The Railway Man. (2013) 
The wife of a former prisoner of 
war tries to learn the truth about 
the traumatic events that haunt her 
husband. Fact-based drama, with 
Colin Firth and Nicole Kidman. 

1.05 The Supervet. (R) 2.00 A Summer 
to Save My Life. (R) 2.55 Gillette World 
Sport. 3.20 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 3.45 
Mobil 1 The Grid. (R) 4.15 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.10 Draw It! (R) 
5.35 Countdown. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.20 Poppy 
Cat. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.40 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.45 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.30 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.45 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.50 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.30 
Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.50 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.50 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.25 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

11.20 Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud 3. 
(R) 11.45 Film: A Husband for 
Christmas. (2016) 1.30 Film: Coming 
Home for Christmas. (2013) Premiere. 
Drama, starring Carly and Britt McKillip. 

3.10 Film: Let It Snow. (2013) Premiere. 
Drama, starring Candace Cameron Bure. 

4.10 5 News Update. 4.15 Film: Let It 
Snow. (2013)4.55 5 News Weekend. 
5.00 Film: Grease. (1978) 

6.00 5 News Update. 

6.05 Film: Grease. (1978) Concluded. 

7.15 Grease: Before & After They Were 
Stars. The stories of the cast of 
Grease, from their careers before 
the movie to their lives afterwards. 

8.15 Rugby on 5: Anglo Welsh Cup 
Highlights. Action from the 
matchday one pool fixtures in the 
domestic rugby union 
competition, which included 
Exeter Chiefs v Northampton 
Saints, Saracens v Harlequins and 
London Irish v Bath. 

9.00 The Grease Story. The story 
behind the classic movie musical. 
The programme examines the 
original stage musical in the early 
1970s, which starred a young 
Richard Gere, and at the changes 
that occurred between stage and 
screen, including the addition of 
several new songs and toning 
down the original show’s darker 
elements. 

10.30 Most Shocking Moments in Pop. 

A countdown of outrageous events 
and scandals from pop world, 
including Miley Cyrus’s 
performance at 2013 VMAs and 
Britney Spears shaving her head. 
(R) 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. (R) 4.00 Inside Britain’s 
Biggest Mosque. (R) 4.50 Great Artists. 
(R) 5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.45 Chinese 
Food in Minutes. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Film: October: 10 Days 
That Shook the World (1928) 9.40 
Ceremony: Return of Friedrich Engels 
10.40 The Space: Parade 11.10 Film: 
Gulag (1985) 2.10 Russia - A Century of 
Suspicion: A Timewatch Guide 3.10 
Close 
ITV2 

11.05 2Awesome: Third Wheel 11.25 
The X Factor Live 1.10 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 1.45 Film: Bean (1997) 
2.50 FYI Daily 2.55 Film: Bean (1997) 

3.30 Film: Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
(2003) 4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: Looney 
Tunes: Back in Action (2003) 5.20 Film: 
Clash of the Titans (2010) 6.20 FYI Daily 

6.25 Film: Clash of the Titans (2010) 

7.25 Film: Pacific Rim (2013) 8.25 FYI 
Daily 8.30 Film: Pacific Rim (2013) 

10.00 Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 

12.30 Release the Hounds: Halloween 
Special 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

12.55 Heidi 3.05 Film: Carry On Follow 
That Camel (1967) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 
Film: Carry On Follow That Camel (1967) 
5.00 Lewis 9.00 The Syndicate 10.05 
Honest 11.10 Film: The Constant 
Gardener (2005) 12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 
Film: The Constant Gardener (2005) 1.40 
The Knock 2.35 Mr Selfridge 3.25 
Wycliffe 5.15 Judge Judy 5.35 ITV3 
Nightscreen 
ITV4 

12.45 Live World Series of Darts Finals. 
Coverage of the quarter-finals from 
Glasgow. 5.00 Pawn Stars 6.50 Snooker 
v Darts 7.00 Live World Series of Darts 
Finals. Coverage of the semi-finals and 
final from Glasgow. 11.00 Film: 6 Bullets 
(2012) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: 6 
Bullets (2012) 1.15 The Sweeney 2.15 
Storage Wars 2.35 British Touring Cars - 
Crashes and Smashes 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Made in Chelsea 12.00 Don’t Tell 
the Bride 1.00 The Goldbergs 2.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 3.30 Film: Johnny 
English Reborn (2011) 5.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Battle: Los 
Angeles (2011) 11.20 Naked Attraction 

12.25 Tattoo Fixers 1.30 Rude Tube 2.35 
First Dates 3.25 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Vice Versa (1988) 1.00 Anna 
Karenina (2012) 3.45 Short Circuit 2 
(1988) 6.05 The Hunger Games (2012) 
9.00 American Ultra (2015) 10.50 
Transporter 2 (2005) 12.30 Hitchcock 
(2012)2.25 Black Rock (2012) 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Mommy, Channel 4,1.50am 

A widow decides to take her violent teenage son out 
of the institution that has been his home for the past 
three years. However, his behaviour begins to spiral 
out of control, and she is forced to turn to a 
mysterious new neighbour for help. Drama, starring 
Anne Dorval and Antoine-Olivier Pilon. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

I’m Not Ready for Christmas, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

When a compulsive fibber’s niece makes a wish to 
Santa Claus, her world is turned upside down when it 
comes true and she is rendered incapable of lying. As 
her career and love life are jeopardised by her 
newfound honesty, she must learn to judge between 
telling the truth and doing what is right. Festive 
comedy, starring Alicia Witt and George Stults. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

Easy Virtue, BBC2,12pm 

A naive Englishman in the 1920s embarks on a 
passionate romance with a glamorous and 
sophisticated American while in the south of France, 
resulting in a hasty wedding. Romantic comedy based 
on Noel Coward’s play, starring Jessica Biel, Ben 
Barnes, Kristin Scott Thomas and Colin Firth. (2008) 



THURSDAY 

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, BBC2,12pm 

A bumbling dreamer retreats into a fantasy world to 
escape grim reality, until an encounter with a 
mysterious woman sweeps him up into a real-life 
adventure. Comedy based on James Thurber’s short 
story, starring Danny Kaye and Virginia Mayo. (1947) 

FRIDAY 

On the Waterfront, BBC2,12pm 

A former prizefighter is reduced to completing errands 
for the gangsters running the dockyard unions. When he 
witnesses his boss’s thugs commit murder, he is willing 
to keep his mouth shut - until his conscience is pricked 
by an outspoken priest and the dead man’s sister, who 
hope to persuade him to testify against the crooks. Elia 
Kazan’s Oscar-winning drama, starring Marlon Brando, 
Lee J Cobb and Eva Marie Saint (1954) 


Carol Vorderman pays 
tribute to inspiring people 


T he Pride of Britain Awards 
remind us of the courage 
which still exists in every 
corner of the land said Prince 
Charles - and with that simple 
statement, he sums up the purpose 
of this annual event. 

The ceremony started life in 1999 
with the express intention to 
celebrate acts of bravery and 
selflessness from people whose 
actions would otherwise go unsung; 
these are ordinary folk with 
extraordinary stories. 

Unfortunately, we’re living in 
troubled times, which means that 
more such acts seem to have 
occurred this year than ever before - 
no doubt those sitting on the panel 
that decides who receives the 
trophies in each category have faced 
a tough time trying to work it all out. 

But what each winner and 
nominee has in common is the fact 
that they did what they did while 
expecting nothing for it in return. In 
fact, they would probably claim they 
simply carried out a deed that 
anybody else would have done had 
they been in the same position. 


Those receiving nominations have 
had their names put forward by 
members of the public, with the likes 
of former winner Katie Piper, Good 
Morning hosts Susannah Reid and 
Ben Shephard, and Cressida Dick, 
the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner, sitting on a panel to 
decide who wins what - and there 
won’t be a dry eye anywhere as the 
results are made public. 

As for the famous faces taking 
part, well, there will be lots of them 
keen to show their appreciation. 

We don’t see that much of Carol 
Vorderman on the box these days, 
but she’s hosted every Pride of 
Britain ceremony to date and she 
will be taking charge of this one too, 
which takes place at London’s 
Grosvenor House. 

Others set to participate include 
David Beckham, Simon Cowell, 
Michael Caine, Rod Stewart, Lenny 
Henry and Liam Payne, while 
politics will be represented by Prime 
Minister Theresa May and Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn; scientist 
extraordinaire Stephen Hawking is 
also expected to feature. 


“I’m always delighted to take part 
in the Pride of Britain Awards,” says 
Beckham. “The winners are always 
amazing, particularly the children. I 
think the bravery and courage they 
show is an example to us all.” 

“I have been to some awards in 
my time, but never to an awards like 
this,” adds Caine. “It is the most 
extraordinary thing.” 

“There’s too much celebrity 
culture in this country,” claims 
Henry. “Pride of Britain is great 
because it celebrates people who 
aren’t part of that world.” 

Among those to look out for are 
the members of the emergency 
services and NHS who assisted 
those affected by the terror attacks 
in Manchester and London, as well 
as the Grenfell Tower disaster. 

Other winners include a quick¬ 
thinking four-year-old who saved 
her mum’s life and a hairdresser 
whose story has inspired domestic 
violence victims to fight back. 

Ashley Banjo acts as a roving 
reporter, speaking to winners and 
celebrities backstage. 



Carol Vorderman hosts The Pride of Britain Awards, Tuesday, ITV, 8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Nigella: At My Table 
BBC2, 8.30pm 

Nigella Lawson serves up five more easy-to-make 
dishes, recipes that combine the comfort of the 
familiar and the exuberance of the new, rustling up 
her favourite weekend breakfast special in the shape 
of waffles. She also prepares dishes perfect for 
laidback entertaining in beef and aubergine fatteh, 
accompanied by Bulgar wheat with flaked almonds 
and nigella seeds, followed by her passion fruit ice¬ 
cream cake. Late-night inspiration comes in the form 
of a toasted brie, Parma ham and fig sandwich. 

TUESDAY 
The A Word 
BBC1, 9pm 

Return of the drama about an autistic child and his 
family. Two years on, in the Lake District, seven-year- 
old Joe is growing up. He has started to notice he’s 
different from other kids. And when he says the word 
‘autistic’ out loud, seeing it as something bad, Alison 
and Paul know they must talk to their son. But how 
do they broach the A word with a child for whom 
language is already a struggle? And how do they 
respond to the news that Joe is struggling at school 
more than they thought? Drama, starring Morven 
Christie, Lee Ingleby and Christopher Eccleston. 



Motherland 
BBC2,10pm 

Any sitcom in which Graham Linehan is involved 
will always be worth a watch. But when you add 
into the mix his wife Helen, Sharon Horgan and 
Holly Walsh as co-writers, then it becomes a must. 
Although Motherhood is a far cry from his most 
famous project, Father Ted, it went down a treat 
with viewers and critics alike when the pilot episode 
aired as part of the BBC’s landmark sitcoms 
season last year. Heading the cast is Anna 
Maxwell-Martin, who clearly enjoys ditching her 
usual deadly serious roles for something far more 
light-hearted. She plays stressed-out mum Julia 
who, in the opening episode, is forced out of her 
comfort zone when she makes the mistake of 
agreeing to host a children’s party. 

WEDNESDAY 

Big Life Fix: Children in Need Special 
BBC2, 9pm 

Eight-year-old Josh from London 
has a rare condition that means 
he was born completely blind 
and is unable to use his school’s 
playground. Ayala, also eight, has 
cerebral palsy which has 
severely restricted her 


movements and makes it difficult for her to play with 
her twin sister, while 10-year-old Aman was left with 
severe brain damage following a car accident that 
has affected her memory, leaving her struggling to 
remember the teacher’s instructions. Now, Simon 
Reeve is following some of the UK’s leading 

designers and engineers as they 
attempt to help these three 
remarkable children with bright 
ideas ranging from a tactile 
‘yellow brick road’ to a 
programme that transcribes 
a teacher’s spoken words into 


THURSDAY 

ti Smith at the 
BC 

BBC1,8pm 

In the space of five 
short years, Sam 
Smith has gone 
from struggling 
singer and chorister 
to one of the world’s 
biggest pop stars. 
Ever since he 
featured on 


Disclosure’s breakthrough single Latch in 2012, 
Smith’s rise to the top of the music tree has been 
phenomenal. Last week, he released his eagerly 
awaited second album, The Thrill of It All, the follow¬ 
up to his multi-platinum selling debut, In The Lonely 
Hour. To celebrate, Smith has recorded this hour- 
long entertainment show in which he is 
accompanied by his band and the BBC Concert 
Orchestra to perform old and new tracks in front of 
a live studio audience. Presented by Fearne Cotton, 
the programme will also feature an interview with 
the singer as he discusses his career, music, and 
his much talked-about private life. 

FRIDAY 

Live International Football 
ITV, 7.30pm 

England v Germany (Kick-off 8.00pm). Mark 
Pougatch presents all the action from the friendly at 
Wembley Stadium, as the hosts begin preparations 
for the World Cup against the holders. The sides 
last met seven months ago in a friendly in 
Dortmund, when Lukas Podolski’s goal in his final 
international gave Germany a 1-0 win despite an 
encouraging performance by Gareth Southgate’s 
men. Joachim Low’s side also prevailed by the 
same scoreline when they nations last faced each 
other at this venue in 2013. 


50% OFF 

lnmi OFFERS 


VIDEO ADVERT 

now £349 

CORPORATE VIDEO 

^ now £399 


quote ‘offer50’ 


www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 
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Codeword 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 
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10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

N 

13 

u 

26 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Demobbed and not 
working (3,2,7) 

7. Took the part of 
another (5) 

8. Risk having a dog 
at home (5) 

9. America gets a 
point advantage (3) 

10. Changed 
circumstances 
may put a different 
complexion on it (9) 

11. Depart agitatedly, it 
may explode! (6) 

12. A sign of twins (5) 

15. They give actors 

difficulty - what a 
shame! (4,5) 

17. Sounds like a 
shortage of resin (3) 

18. Divert and employ 
after morning (5) 

19. Key material for 
piano-makers (5) 

21. Eminent 

composer? (6,2,4) 


Down 

1. What the crafty 
bounder kept? 
(3,4,5) 

2. Had a meal in the 
cafe dining room (3) 

3. Win, possibly 
earned (6) 

4. Utterly incompetent 

O) 

5. Hiding place many 
yearn to find (5) 

6. Open anger - by 
gum! (12) 

7. These could be on 
the bed (5) 

10. Waits for Noel (9) 

13. Insert in song (5) 

14. Officer found on the 
staff? (6) 

16. Instigate quarrels 
we hear (5) 

20. It just isn’t on for 
cricketers (3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Immediately (8,4) 

7. Dilate (5) 

8. Smarten (5) 

9. Bind (3) 

10. Multiply (9) 

11. Choice (6) 

12. Clear (6) 

15. Uplifting (9) 

17. Curve (3) 

18. Sphere (5) 

19. Harbour (5) 

21. Avowal (12) 


Down 

1. Faults (12) 

2. Wrath (3) 

3. Empty (6) 

4. Attractive (9) 

5. Ring (5) 

6. Ban (12) 

7. Sugary (5) 

10. Conspicuous (9) 

13. Obvious (5) 

14. Spectacles (6) 
16. Animal track (5) 
20. By way of (3) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS: 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 4 Compact; 8 Prunes; 

9 Teasing; 10 Dipole; 11 Spring; 12 Resettle; 

18 Restroom; 20 Patron; 21 Poster; 22 Airmail; 
23 Taunts; 24 Leashed. Down: 1 Spiders; 

2 Purpose; 3 Pellet; 5 Oversees; 6 Posers; 

7 Canine; 13 Turnpike; 14 Portend; 15 Impress; 
16 Valise; 17 Cramps; 19 Thomas. 

QUICK - Across: 4 Proceed; 8 Roamed; 

9 Charity; 10 Mutter; 11 Allure; 12 Cavalier; 

18 Pretence; 20 Winner; 21 Regard; 22 Appease; 
23 Vision; 24 Meeting. Down: 1 Grimace; 

2 Captive; 3 Reveal; 5 Rehearse; 6 Circle; 

7 Entire; 13 Imprison; 14 Invalid; 15 Leading; 

16 Simple; 17 Invent; 19 Thesis. 


r 


Quiz 


1. On which animal does Britain’s largest flea 
primarily live? 

2. Which Welsh buccaneer became deputy- 
governor of Jamaica? 

3. In which country is Norilsk, the world’s 
most northerly industrial city? 

4. Which evangelical movement was founded 
by John Wesley in 1739? 

5. Who is the central character of Homer’s 
Iliad? 


6. What is the capital of Bermuda? 

7. What is a chow chow? 

8. Which sport was invented by Dr James 
Naismith in 1891? 

9. What was the subject of the Surgeon’s 
Photograph of 1934? 

10. Of what is eugenics the study? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Sulphuric; 2 Dijon; 3 Eucalyptus; 

4 Sergei Eisenstein; 5 Tony McCoy; 6 Four; 7 
Heavy water; 8 Chile; 9 Seven; 10 Louvre. 
Niner: LABYRINTH 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


74853 gives a London district, 

1896392 gives a second London district, 

8789 gives a London gallery. 
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4 
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RED LEAF 
RESTAURANTS 


THE‘CURRY FAIRY* \\ 
TOP RECOMMENDATIONS 


—THE— 

VINE 

mmmm Est. \m mmmmm 

BBQ GRILL & 
CURRY PUB 


TRY OUR ICQ 

FAMOUS INDOOR I3£ 

BBQ GRILL ROEBUCK STREET 

AND AMAZING ™ W q5 

RANGE OF CURRIES M 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TELEPHONE: 

0121 5532866 

f @ www.thevine.co.uk 


ROEBUCK STREET 
WEST BROMWICH, 

B70 6RD 


within a 3 mile Radius ' 

..... .. * Min spend £15 


f Indian Restaurant and 
Indian Takeaway 
Delicious freshly cooked Indian 
) food using traditional herbs 

and spices - 

_ m*. [1 K FREE FUNCTION ROOM ^ I 

rtifll ..Approx,100-120.Capacity info@curryngrillhous e . 


WestBromwiclfB^|3LHB 

<0il2ill588l5755i 


Yvvw.curryngrillhouse.co.il! 


ENJOY CHRISTMAS AT 


TO ■ 7TRT 

JOURNEYS 


Most Popular JOURNEYS 0121 

'ndian Restaurant RESTAURANT 552 

of the Year 2017 .CD.UK 2111 


The British Queen 

Shorts Bar £ 2 ? Restaurant 


Opening Hours 

Monday 

Thursday 4pm - 11pm 
Friday 

Sunday 12pm - Late 


• Beer Garden • Smoking Area • Children’s Play Area 


Curries / Mixed Grills / Vegetarian Friendly 


^ * 


Follow us on Facebook @BritishQueenKitchen 133 Birmingham Road, Oldbury. B69 4EW 

Telephone: 07743 933112/0121 544 7792 


7-. 




5 : 


LSI *** 


Function Room Available 
to seat 40 people 
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A pub welcome with open Arms 


FANCY a trip out to the countryside for some 
wholesome pub grub, great service and 
family-friendly atmosphere? If the answer is 
yes, you really ought to try out the Hinksford 
Arms. 

The huge beer garden, vast selection of drinks and 
reasonably-priced menu should be enough to entice 
a family out to the greener side of Kingswinford. And 
when your lOoz rib eye steak is cooked to perfection 
too, it really does tick all the boxes. 

Although we live around five miles from the pub, we 
hadn’t realised it was there until a colleague mentioned 
it was definitely somewhere to try out. 

We certainly thanked her for the recommendation 
because our visit to the venue in Swindon Road really 
was a lovely way to spend a Saturday evening in the 
autumn sunshine. 


MUSIC 

Sitting outside enjoying what I suppose you’d call 
an Indian Summer, our daughter, Annabelle, aged 
three, was able to blow off some steam on the wooden 
climbing frame, which sits in the middle of a huge, 
grassy beer garden. 

One word of warning, if you’re planning on eating 
later than 6pm when live music is on, it’s probably 
best to check when food is being served until as they 
sometimes close that room early. 

Once inside we were handed the menus by a friendly 
waitress, who really went out of her way to cater for us, 
ordered another drink and had a look at what to order. 

It was the classic pub menu so we knew exactly what to 
expect really, which is sometimes really refreshing. 

For starters my wife Kelly went for the stuffed flat 
mushrooms, which came with either bacon and Stilton 
or tomato and brie - she went for the first option - and 



I choose pate of the day, which was served with rustic 
bread. There was certainly plenty to share between two 
adults and a small child 

When it came to the mains, unfortunately the salmon 
was off the menu, which Kelly had her heart set on, but 
she was still happy to try the pork medallion stack with 
black pudding, which came served in a wholegrain 
apple sauce with mashed potato and seasonal 
vegetables. 

That, in turn, stumped me a little because I had 
my heart set on that but thought it would be worth 


trying two different meals at the very least, so played 
it safe and went for the rib eye steak.The fresh, home- 
cooked food is served all day every day, whether it’s a 
quick lunch or a family meal, but all the pub classics, 
sandwiches, ciabatta and food from the grill is all 
cooked to order, which keeps it nice and fresh. 

The main reason my eye was drawn to the steak was 
probably because on our actual anniversary a few days 
before while living it up in Rhyl, I had ordered a one and 
it had been served completely over-cooked and the 
meat was also tough. 


I ordered the steak medium rare and it was served 
perfectly. Kelly was delighted with her main too, with 
the pork also tender, the black pudding tasty and a little 
spicy, the mash smooth and creamy, and the wholegrain 
apple sauce rich and tangy. 

Annabelle went for her usual option, tubes of pasta 
covered in a nice, tangy tomato sauce, served with two 
warm pieces of garlic bread. She enjoyed every bit and 
still had room for a children’s strawberry ice cream, 
which we all ended up sharing as we were pretty full by 
then. JAMES DRIVER-FISHER 


Stai^Travel 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton* 

*Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


Your Chronicle 


in assoc 


association with 





Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Stalls or Circle ticket (value £72) to see Cirque du 
Soleil’s OVO at the Royal Albert Hall on Saturday 
evening 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 


CIRQUE 
DU SOLEIL 


Quote Code: ATR343 


ELVIS 


CIRQUE DU SOLEIL 


AT THE 02 

EXHIBITION 


AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

Departing Saturday 
3 February 2018 

Cirque du Soleil returns to the Royal Albert 
Hall in 2018 with its show, OVO. Fun for 
all the family, the show features a cast of 
insects in their own ecosystem, all brought 
to life by Cirque’s unique blend of stun¬ 
ning costumes, dazzling visual effects and 
breathtaking circus acts. 


Quote Code: MMF086 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com/ATR343 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, ABTA V4782. 


01902 902165 


OmegaHols @0megaHols OmegaHols 





Quote Code: VKK902 | 





View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com ■ 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Unique location 
sets individual 
family home apart 

Situated off a private driveway on a delightful 
parcel of land with a garden pond focal point, The 
Spinney, Hollies Drive, Halesowen, lies in one of 
the town’s most sought-after locations. 

Built in 1961 by Dan Bastable, specifically for his 
family’s occupation, it is for sale through Tom Giles at 
£499,950. The detached house requires significant 
modernisation and improvement to bring the property 
up to current modern-day standards, but the unique 
location and setting it sits within sets it apart from 
other properties. 

The property has some sealed metal framed 
double-glazed windows and also has underfloor 
heating to the ground floor together with storage 
heating and a modern gas fired central heating 
system. 

The property and gardens sit close to Leasowes 
and is a historical landscape listed as Grade I on 
The English Heritage list of parks and gardens of 
historical interest in England. The Spinney is situated 
on the edge of the park land. 

It has a reception hall which has an office/study 
off. The full length lounge overlooks the substantial 
rear garden. It also has a feature fireplace with an 
electric fire and display niche. The dining area has a 
serving hatch to the kitchen. This has original kitchen 
cupboards complemented by Formica worktops. 

An inner hallway has a coat hook rail and a WC 
off, plus a utility area with a Belfast sink, storage 
cupboards and provisions for a washing machine 
and tumble dryer. The garage can be accessed from 
a lobby. 

Bedroom one overlooks the rear and has his ‘n’ 
hers dressing rooms off. Bedroom two has windows 
on two sides and built-in furniture. Bedroom three has 
two built-in wardrobes. The bathroom has an enamel 
bath and a double width electric shower. 

Substantial gardens surround the property on all 
sides. There is also a detached garage/workshop. 


HALESOWEN £499,950 




MNA Media 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


They're sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 
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PROPERTY 



Ideal for those looking 
for a house to do up 

OLDBURY 

£105,000 


Are you looking for a property to do up? Then look 
no further than 3 Fisher Road, Oldbury. 

Its sale is giving the opportunity to acquire a terraced 
property in need of improvement in a popular location, 
just one mile from the town centre. 

It is for sale through Tom Giles at £105,000. 

With double glazing and gas central heating it has 
a porch, entrance hall, lounge, dining kitchen, store 
cupboard, three bedrooms, box room/study, fully tiled 
bathroom with a shower and storage cupboard. 

There is also a garden to the front, a low maintenance 
private rear garden and driveway. 

Contact Tom Giles on 0121 552 6171 or visit www. 
tomgilesandco.co.uk 



Semi-detached 
three-bedroom 
home has been 
well presented 

OLDBURY 

£144,950 «< 


A superbly presented and 
maintained semi-detached 
house in Princes Road, 
Oldbury, is for sale through 
Tom Giles at £149,950. 

With double glazing and 
gas central heating, it has 
an entrance hall and lounge, 
a dining kitchen and a 
conservatory, a kitchen with 
built-in appliances, three 
bedrooms (with two of the 
bedrooms having wardrobes) 
and a re-fitted shower room, 
a block paved driveway to 
the front and a large private 
established garden at the rear. 

The property is situated 
within a popular and 
convenient location, within 
walking distance of New 
Birmingham Road providing 
public transport service links 
into Birmingham, Dudley, 
Wolverhampton and other 
surrounding areas. 

Contact Tom Giles & Co on 
0121 552 6171. 



AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 


with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 


Entries now invited for 
our next auction 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 


Group for r 


from Essential Infor 


ioneers based 
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Extended 
bungalow with 
two or three 
bedrooms 

TIPTON 

£165,000 


A well presented two/ 
three-bedroomed extended 
semi-detached bungalow,17, 
Seymour Road, Tipton, is 
for sale through Skitts at 
£165,000 with no chain. 

The property is set within a 
popular estate in Tipton. 

It is also a short distance 
away from local schools, 
amenities and travel links. 



Five-bedroomed home 
on sale with no chain 


BEARWOOD 

£400,000 


Having the benefit of gas 
central heating and double 
glazed windows throughout, 
the accommodation briefly 
comprises of a lounge, a 
kitchen, a bathroom, a utility, 
two/three bedrooms, a garage, 
a driveway and a rear garden. 

The selling agents are 
expecting a great deal of 
interest to be shown in the sale 
of this home. 

For further information, or 
to book that all important 
viewing, please contact the 
selling agents on 0121 520 
2255. 


In a highly desirable area, this five double- 
bedroomed, three-reception-roomed residence 
in Adkins Lane, Bearwood, also comes with a 
conservatory, shower room, bathroom and two 
en-suites! 

It is for sale through Liberty Estates at offers over 
£400,000 with no chain. Also with a utility room, a 
lounge, entrance hall, a kitchen and a rear garden, 
this home is packed with the “wow factor” and is 
very spacious. It is set back from the roadside with 
a block paved in and out driveway with wrought iron 
electric gates. The entrance hall has wood panelling 
while the lounge has laminate flooring. 

For further information contact Liberty Estates on 
0121 565 1100 or visit www.libertyestates.org.uk 


LIMITED OFFER - DON’T MISS OUT 


uMuAAxwtt' 


CARPETS & VINYL* 

Discover the extraordinary difference in our beautiful 
3 bedroom Holmewood homes at Cedar Walk at £175,995. See how 
we go further with the finer details and imagine the lifestyle 
you can have with the Kier way of living. Reserve now 
and get your carpets and vinyl included* 

3 bedroom homes from £173,995 or 
with Help to Buy £139,196** 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


CEDAR WALK 

Tibbington Terrace, Tipton DY4 9QJ 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739 T or 07702 984341 
EMAIL: cedarwalksales@>kier.co.uk 



[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of 3 bedroom Holmewood homes at Cedar Walk. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots reserved before 31st September 2017, subject to terms and conditions. **Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. TCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 
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TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 


1 w 

on 

uB 

1 
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| 0LDBURY £229 950 

1 MEHDI ROAD £229,950 

Spacious and well maintained detached property in a 
popular and convenient location. Double glazing, central 
heating, garage of off-road parking, rear garden. EPC 
| Rating C 



I OLDBURY 
OLDACRE ROAD 


I Semi-detached house in need of general updating and 
modernisation situated in a popular and convenient 
residential location. Central Heating, double glazing 
I off-road parking to rear, garden with outside toilet. NO 
, UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating C 


£499,950 


A unique opportunity to acquire an individually built 
detached property situated on a private driveway next to 
Leasowes Park surrounded by gardens having stunning 
views from rear of the property across the garden to 
focal point pool. EPC Rating F 



w 




1 

IK® 

171 



I 



|° LDBURY £299 950 

I SUNNYBANK ROAD ^ 99 ’ 9aU 

I VIEWING ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL!! Extended, 
modernised, well maintained and presented semi¬ 
detached house located in a quiet yet convenient 
I location. Within walking distance of Hagley Road West 
and other local amenities. EPC Rating E 


I OLDBURY 
TITFORD ROAD 


£280,000 


An opportunity to aquire a mixed Residential and 
' Commercial premises comprising of detached family 

H residence known as ‘Providence Cottage’ together with 
yard, detached stores/offices and a garage workshop. 
Central heating, double glazing. EPC Rating E 


TIPT0N £269 950 

EAGLE LANE 


° LDBURY £235 000 

VICTORIA ROAD £235,000 

a 

SMETHWICK 

NAREL SHARPE CLOSE ’ 

Extended modern detached house in popular and 
convenient location with a delightful Summer House 
in the rear garden. Ensuite shower to main bedroom, 
private rear garden, off-road parking, EARLY INSPECTION 

TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. EPC Rating C 

a 

Extended traditional semi-detached house offering 
situated in a sought after location opposite West 

Smethwick Park with side verandah, central heating, 
double glazing, tarmac driveway to front and large 
private established rear garden. EPC Rating D 

a 

A modern detached property comprising canopied front 
entrance into hallway, cloakroom, three reception rooms, 
kitchen, five bedrooms with ensuite off master, house 
bathroom, central heating, double glazing, side garage, 
front and rear gardens. EPC Rating C 



8 


I ROWLEY REGIS 

I HARROLD ROAD £225,00( 

An extended semi-detached property in a convenient 
location. Having the benefit of a study which could be 
used as a 5th bedroom. Double glazing, gas central 
heating to porch, block paved driveway and large rear 
garden. EPC Rating C 


8 

a 


| TIVIDALE £199 500 

1 NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD ’ 

8 

° LDBURY £149 950 

PRINCES ROAD ti4y,ysu 

a 

HERON^ROAD 

a 

OLDBURY 

CAUSEWAY GREEN ROAD £6 °° PCm 

A detached bungalow in need of general updating and 
decoration but offering good sized accommodation. 

Central heating, double glazing, established gardens 

1 to front and rear, double garage and off-road parking. 

EPC Rating F 

8 

Spacious semi-detached house having been superbly 
maintained and improved by the current owners 
with conservatory, re-fitted shower room and built-in 
wardrobes in two bedrooms. Fantastic large established 
private rear garden. EPC Rating E 

a 

End of terrace property in need of cosmetic improvement 
but offering good sized accommodation and situated in 
a popular and convenient location. Double glazing, gas 
central heating, gardens to front and rear, secure parking 
to rear. EPC Rating E. 

a 

Spacious well maintained and presented semi-detached 
house situated in a popular and convenient location. 
Double glazing, central heating, kitchen with built-in 
appliances, rear garden. EPC Rating D 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


am 


SELLING FAST - DON’T MISS OUT 


3 BEDROOM HOMES 


Discover the extraordinary difference in our sought-after 
Langley home at Park View from only £188,995. See our unrivalled 
specification and imagine the lifestyle you can have with the Kier 
way of living. These homes are in high demand, reserve yours now. 

3 and 4 bedroom homes from just £188,995 or 
with Help to Buy £151,196* 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


PARK VIEW 

off Claypit Lane, West Bromwich B70 9UJ 

DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

SHOWHOME OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 2471 1 ' or 07773 067 988 
EMAIL: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 


|Ekier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of 3 bedroom Langley. Photographs of typical Kier showhome interiors. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. TCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access char 




































PROPERTY 



Modern Auction sale for this Edwardian property 


For sale through the Modern 
Method of Auction, 30 Castle 
Road in Tipton is for sale through 
Skitts at £135,000 sold as seen 
with no chain. 

On a corner plot, this Edwardian 
end of terrace house has most of 
its original features and with huge 
potential. 

The property that is a short 
distance away from local schools, 
amenities and travel links, does 
require refurbishment works 
throughout. 


TIPTON 

£135,000 


Its spacious accommodation 
briefly comprises of a a lounge, a 
dining room, a study, a kitchen, a 
conservatory, four bedrooms, a 
bathroom, a loft room, a rear and 
side garden and and a detached 
garage. 

This property is for sale by the 
Modern Method of Auction which is 


not to be confused with traditional 
auction. The Modern Method of 
Auction is a flexible buyer friendly 
method of purchase. The buyer is 
not required to exchange contracts 
immediately, but granted 28 days 
to achieve exchange of contracts 
from the date the buyer’s solicitor 
is in receipt of draft contracts and 
a further 28 days thereafter to 
complete. 

Contact the selling agents, Skitts, 
at their local branch office on 0121 
520 2255. 


Forthcoming Cottons | 

Auction cmautkhko su.v.ro.J 

Thursday 7th December 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 




Considering Selling 
^ by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 

\ Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


Auctioneers 
of Residential and jj 
Commercial Property, 
Land and Development 

Opportunities m 


■Mrr h - 


Mi 


iam-l 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


INTRODUCING THE LAURELS 


btaJifc ctiSxxveMiicj hi oia) 

Register your interest now and start discovering the 
extraordinary difference in our thoughtfully designed 
homes at The Laurels. See how we go further with 
the finer details and experience the lifestyle 
you can have when you join the Kier way of living. 

Register your interest now for our 
2, 3, & 4 bedroom homes 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


THE LAURELS 

off Ockerhill Road, Tipton 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 


REGISTER NOW 

EMAIL: thelaurelssales@kier.co.uk 



[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



Photograph of a typical Kier showhome. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 
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Aeriels 


Blinds 


Decorating 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE . 
QUOTATION BEATEN % 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

► Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

► Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


L?a.5L 


jna 


Qlind.6 

Vertical Blind Specialist 



J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£425 

complete with handles 


External UP VC and composite doors 

also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX xCiays 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 

*/ Suitable for any room and environment 
i/ Light control in all situations 
Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 


Co our .lone 

Interior & exterior pai nting —» 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



Don’t be blinded by 
sunlight this summer.. 4 



M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



Electricians 


Carpets 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 




ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Weed-free paving • No maintenance 
Non-sinking * Block paving 
and Tarmac 
Digger Grab Hire 

Various patterns and colours available 


Free Quotes 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 


Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


I Bleach 
Cleanable 
Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


www.ablecarpets.co.uk f s 

Terms & conditions apply L 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 S88 7116 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 630 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 
01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 5030854 




NIC/EIC Registered 

• Commercial & Domestic 

• Installer Scheme 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

• All electrician work undertaken 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


MEtCj electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 


Tiue Handy 

cy 

Jap MarT 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 

No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost 1 will call you back 

07804 124 730 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 




LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 
































































































































Fencing 


Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 



CALL TODAY 

01384 594791 




T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1 .OOPM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


* 0*0121 565 4533 
07948 941 738 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


Property Maintenance 



W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

* Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms * Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 

★ Plumbing / emergencies 
★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



«&s 
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TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Bu il d i ng work und e rtak e n 

• Tarmac i ng - Red or B l ack 

Professional quality work at 

competitive prices 

All work undertaken 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07759 187081 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


Plumbing 


STS Plumbing & Tiling Services 

ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 




MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


REGISTERED 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks 

• Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of 
Cookers, Fires etc 

• Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over /safe 

24 years experience 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 





Rubbish Removal 

\ 

_ 

r — — — 




EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 



U S E H O L D- 

» L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/j^Lp All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
\—www.household-plumbing.co.uk —^ 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


\MINI/MIDIj 
SKIPS 

(0121)520 3388 
07721 387990 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip 8, Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

ELITE l RL?ASTTcS i 





•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
‘ With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 /07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

= Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes / 

• All Building Work Undertaken J ** 1 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


You should 
be able 
to trust the 
ads you see. 

If an ad is wrong, 

the ASA is here to put it right. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 




For items up to £250 

VISIT: 


Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Place a paid for advert 


(g) By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


^ Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


^ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


Funeral Directors 



l-x 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



3 BEDROOM STATIC caravan for 
sale. 12 month season. Seaside 
location. Great facilities. Pet 
friendly, wifi. £14,995. Call Paul for 
information: 07960 944721. 


M0T0RH0ME 
FORD KENTUCKY ROYAL 4 

2005, 30,500 miles, satellite 
dish, TV, DVD player, 
microwave, CH, shower, 
garage, wind out awning 

£13,000 ono. 

01922 409096. 


PEUGEOT SUNTOUR 4- 
BERTH MOTORHOME 
2.0HDi 

2003, 28,500 genuine miles, 
very good condition outside and 
in. 

£15,000 ono. 

07580 928815. 



Free 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Massage 

v_ 

MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 



"\ 


Antique Fairs 


ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun 5th 
November (also Bromsgrove 
every Fri) EST 1979 Waverley. 
Next Book Fair Sun 19th Nov. 
Home made refreshments. 
0121 550 4381 


Christmas Events 

V_____ 


CHRISTMAS MARKET 
Saturday, November 4 

12 nooon. 

Newton Road United 
Reformed Church, 
Great Barr. 

Variety of Festive Stalls with 
bargain prices all in aid of 
Church Funds. 

FREE ENTRY 


-\ 


3 

Home & 
Services 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



RECTANGULAR GLASS top table, 
can be extended to form a round 
table, chrome legs, minor 
scratches, £150. 0121 520 0835. 

STAGG Bedroom furniture, bed, 
three door wardrobe, dressing table 
and stool, £150. 01543 423503. 

YOUNGER TOLEDO Dining table, 
four chairs plus two carver chairs, 
£100. 01543 423503. 



ONE WEEK ONLY-BIG DISCOUNTS 

Cookers, Fires, Autos, Tumble dryers, 
Built in ovens, Hobs, Fridge freezers, 
lots more at low prices. 

01902 403770 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 
AUTOMATIC WASHING machine, 
excellent condition, £95. 

07864 842076. 



Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 


01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ALLUMIUM ROOF LADDER, good 
condition, £35. Pair of wrought iron 
gates, with posts, each gate 33inH, 
53inW, £25. 01922 622767. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 



✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+PER OUNCE 


FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any 
oriental items, old brass items, any silver 
items, War medals military etc. 

Lady Buyer 

Call: 01922 495066 v 
w or 07971 783206 V 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 
carefully crnsicfcr all of their cptkns 
before agreeing to t±e sale of any 
cf fbeir itHns. 

WANTED. Wooden bed frame. Stan¬ 
dard 4ft 6ins. Double. 

07748 802447. 



CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 




Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



TAMROM LENS' 

Tamron Lens 18-200mm, 
VC/AF Nikon digital fit F/3.5-6.3 

£130. 

Tamron Lens 70-300mm, 
VC/AF Nikon digital fit F4-5.6, 

£ 220 . 

07714 063588. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


r\r\ rrrrpp iTprL ^sm 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


\ 

Appliance Repairs 

V_ 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 

\ 

Bathrooms 

V_ 

BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 

\ 

Building Services 

V 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all 
building & all plastering work. 
Free quotes 07538118034 
or 01902 752161. 

G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465/01902 579592 

\ 

Building Supplies 

\_ 

QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 
RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

\ 

Carpentry & Joinery 

V 

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

\ 

Carpet Fitters 

v_ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 

\ 

Damp Proof Control 

V 

JUST DAMP PROOFING 

All Areas Covered 
Sovereign approved damp proofer 
Up to 30 years 

Backed Guarantee available 

Call 07903 029768 

■\ 

Driveways & Patios 

V 

P.W DRIVEWAYS 

The Block Paving Specialists. 

Patios, Drivewyas, Pathways etc. 

SPECIAL OFFER £50 PSM 

Free Quotes & Advice 

0800 747 1435 

(based in Great Wyrley) 

"N 

Fencing 

V 

PORTWfly 

^FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm JI!TJ 

Sat 8am -12noon m lililJ 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 



CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend them 
to anyone! They have 
done a very professional 
job with my website so 
I get online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Gardening Services 


H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No job too 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 


J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 



Electricians 


Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


rs 

1 X * 


Express & Star 


CLAIM 

YOUR 

FREE 

ADVERT 

(T&Cs Apply) 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 

All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 

' pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 

01922898710 / 07973177 976 

\ 

Gas Fitting 

V 

f ©AS ^ 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 

READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

Gates 

v_ 

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

A 

Handyman Services 

V 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

■\ 

House Clearances 

V 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full , part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

Kitchen Fitters 

v_ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

Lock Services 

\_ 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 07585 099385. 

Painters/ ^ 

v Decorators 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 

LADY DECORATOR Full house or 
one wall to customer requirements. 
Free quotes call: 07522 643706. 

Plans Prepared 

v_ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

\ 

Plastering 

v_ 


MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 
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Plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


Plumbing & Heating 

v__ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07621 411108. 

\ 

Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


Roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


\ 

Rubbish Removal 

v_ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

N 

Skip Hire 

v_ 

GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

CLASS 1 DRIVER required. Walking 
floor trailer experience preferred 
Walsall area. Call 07588 670336. 

A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 

\ 

Tree Services 

v_ 

BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01543324608/07936882552 

\ 

Upholstery 

v_ 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 

RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 

01543500677 07738851601 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



We specialise in: 

New Roofing, Re Roofing, Leak Repairs, 
Emergency Repairs, Lead Work, Tiling and Slating. 


07476 834512 0121 4204374 
www.stoppsandpage.co.uk 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 





4 

Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 




5* 

Business & 
Farming 


Commercial 
v Premises _ 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 

(Cl^Tandlord Accreditation Scheme 


J9accommodation .com 


ONE BED flat Bloxwich, secure 
building, £295pcm plus bills. 
Deposit / reference required. No 
DSS. age restriction applies. 

07738 103602. 

isHsassi 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial ocmriit- 




We Buy Houses For Cash 


Free Vdua+ion? Yes/ No Fees? Yes/ Any Looa+ion? Yes/ 
Fas+ Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Gondi+ion? Yes/ 

Gre+ your FREE, ins+an+ cash o££er today! 


Call 01216631797 

or text "Cash" to66777 yeghomebuyers.com | 



Jobs 


SEESAWS DAY NURSERY 

Merridale are looking for an 
enthusiastic qualified nursery nurse 
to join our friendly team. Monday to 
Friday-Term time only. For further 
information call Danielle on 
01902 656185. 


HGV CLASS 1 DRIVERS transport¬ 
ing steel, £500 per week take 
home. Nights out also availabe. 
Call Dan at Butlers immediate start. 
Tel: 07791 320040. 


Hinks Haulage 
HH Logistics Ltd 

HGV CLASS 1 DRIVER 

Based in Oldbury. 

UK deliveries and collections. 
Some Nights out. 

ADR advantageous. 

Please call Brian 
on 0121 552 1756 
for more 
information. 


BIRMINGHAM: 

30 NOV- 1 DEC. & 27-28 JAN. 
STOKE ON TRENT: 17-18 JAN. 


WOLVERHAMPTON: 

6-7 DEC. & 8-9 MARCH 
TELFORD: 25-26 JAN. 



Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

WWW. geopace .com 


For more info 
or to book: 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics ■ Private Sector ■ Community ■ MOD 


Full Time General 


WOLVERHAMPTON CAREERS FAIR 


DROP FORGE STAMPERS 
REQUIRED. Must have experience 
on a Huta Zygmunt type pneumatic 
hammer ranging from 1600B, 
3150B and 6300B. 

Excellent rates of pay. 

Contact 0121 526 7318 
for details 


Motoring 


tana 


BARGAIN 


FORD FIESTA FINESSE 

2001 , 

69,000 miles, 

12 months MoT, 

5-dr. 

£650 ono 

Bloxwich 01922 512510. 


BARGAIN 


MITSUBISHI COLT 1.5 

2005, alloy wheels, AC, EW, 
CL, manual. 

MoT to June 2018. 

Clean and reliable. 

May part ex for small car. 
£675 

07718 622950 


FRIDAY 

10 th 

NOVEMBER 

-|QAM _ 2 pm 



IDFAl 

FIRST CAR 


RENAULT CLIO 

2004, 1149cc, 
MoT to July 2018, 
EW, AC, silver. 

£475 

07718 622950 


25 LOCAL EMPLOYERS ON THE DAY 

@ MOLINEUX STADIUM, WOLVERHAMP¬ 
TON, WV14QR 

FREE TO ATTEND NO REGISTRATION 

WWW.THEJOBFAIRS.CO.UK 



RENAULT MEGANE 
CONVERTIBLE 

2002, full leather trim, face off 
radio, MoT to 2018, very good 
condition, high mileage hence. 

£750 o.n.o. 

07866 823209 



ROVER 45 


1600cc, 2004, 63,000 miles, 
factory alloys and alarm, 
short MoT, 

£260. 

07526 001796. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



Red, petrol, almost 83k miles, 
immaculate condition, drive 
superbly, FSH, MoT till April 
2018. 


£2,100 ono. 

01922 452696 or 07940 
573822. 


Aldridge, Walsall. 



FORD FOCUS ZETEC 


2012, 47,000 miles, silver 
metallic, abs, electric windows, 
air bag, electric mirrors, air con, 
fsh, alarm, auto, central locking, 
pas, alloys, stereo, CD. 

£6,700. 

07837 305807 


HONDA CIVIC 
TYPE S GT l-VTEC 

Silver, 2008, automatic. 3 door, 
petrol, hatchback. 1799cc. 
Mileage 85,247. MoT March 
2018. Minor cosmetic damage. 

£2,900 ono. 

07496 811631. 


MUST BE SEEN 


HYUNDAI il 01.2 
PREMIUM 

5 door, 66 plate, hatchback, 
4,300 miles, Cat D, reliable. 

£6,250. 

Telephone 07828 749540 
or 0121 558 7148. 


1ST TO SEE 
WILL BUY 


JAGUAR X TYPE 

2.0 diesel, 05 reg, 
128,770 miles, full MoT, FSH, 
leather seats, radio/CD player, 
sat nav, cruise control, etc, 

Very good clean condition 
inside and out. 

Chrome front and rear light 
surrounds, well looked after, 
beautiful drive and economicle, 
reluctant sale. 

£1,995 No offers 
01922 401727. 07885 137429. 



MERCEDES SLK200 


KOMPRESSOR 

2007,55,000, blue, abs, electric 
windows/mirrors, air bag, air 
con, fsh, auto, MoT,central 
locking, cruise con, pas, 
Airscarf 
£7,500 ono 
07973 471558. 



MINI CONVERTABLE 

06 regn, Black, Cooper Chilli 
Pack, 12 mth MoT, 40, 000 
miles, Electric Hood, S/H, E/W. 
Immaculate Condition. 

£ 2 , 100 . 

07486 521631. 


MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR 
TWIN CAB 


Silver, 2004, 
78,000 miles, full MoT. 
Utility box with bedrug, 
private plate L200KKR, 
tow bar, 

very good condition. 
SOLD 



07, Urban, 12 months MoT, 
70,000 miles. Ideal first car. 


Immaculate condition. 

£1,850 

07956 849197 



TOYOTA AYGO 

2013, 20,000 Miles, Black, one 
owner, FSH, manufacturers 
warranty, good condition, zero 
tax, air-con, alloys. 

£4,100 ono 
07504300572 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



\ 

Mobile Mechanics 

v___ 


MB MOTORS MOBILE MECHANIC 

MOT'S, Servicing, Tyres, Diagnos¬ 
tics, AC & Electrics. 07809 871733 


Tyres/Wheels/ 

Exhausts 


BMW ALLOYS wheels, 17", fitted 
with winter tyres. Fit 2,3,4,5 Series. 
Excellent condition. £600 ono. 
07429 398197. 


9 

Local 

Information 


LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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ClassifiedAds 


Public Notices 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The application may affect the character or appearance of a conservation area. 
DC/17/61163 MrRJagota The Shambles Demolition of existing single 

Toilets storey toilet block and proposed 

The Shambles 2 No. retail units at ground floor 
with 2 No. apartments above at 
first and second floors. 


This is a Listed Building application. 

DC/17/61161 Mr David Dwyer Central Library 
Sandwell M.B.C 326 High Street 
West Bromwich 
B70 8DZ 


Proposed installation of internal 
platform access lift and 
relocation of existing spiral 


This is a major application. 
DC/17/61080 Mr Zabadne 

Bamfords Trust 
Pic 


Former Elliott Toilet Proposed 2 No. commercial/ 

Hire Site industrial units for general 

Overend Road industrial (Use Class B2), storage 

Cradley Heath or distribution (Use Class B8) 

B64 7DW with ancillary office/welfare 

facilities (Use Class B1) and 
associated works. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5.00p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Churchyard Road, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Churchyard Road, Tipton between Lower Church Lane and Heritage Way. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 08/12/17 effective 
from 27/11/17. Traffic will be diverted via Station Street, Park Lane East, Lower Church 
Lane and vice-versa. Purpose - laying of a water main to a new housing development 
by South Staffs Water. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (St Vincent Crescent, West Bromwich) 

(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles 
from proceeding along the western side of St Vincent Crescent opposite house numbers 
79 to 85. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed 
by 12/03/18 effective from 27/11 /17. Traffic will be diverted via the adjacent stretch of 
St Vincent Crescent and vice-versa. Purpose - work associated with a new housing 
development by Lovell and improvements to the highway. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Coneygree Road, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Coneygree Road, Tipton at the point of its junction with A4123 
Birmingham New Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected 
to be completed by 26/11/17, effective from 19/11/17 (Sundays only). Traffic will be 
diverted via Burnt Tree, Birmingham Road, Tipton Road, Birmingham New Road and 
vice-versa. Purpose - to facilitate works by Callan Connect for BT. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (New Swan Lane, West Bromwich) (Temporary 
Road Closure) Order 2017, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along New Swan Lane, West Bromwich between Bilhay Lane and Cygnet 
Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 
10/11/17, effective from 06/11/17. Traffic will be diverted via Black Lake, Old Meeting 
Street, Black Country New Road and vice-versa. Purpose - a sewer connection to a new 
housing development by Datom Utilities. 


JOAN CROWLEY 
(Deceased) 


Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 50 Brook Road Oldbury West Midlands B68 
8AA, who died on 09/05/2017, are required 
to send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before 03/01/2018, after 
which date the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. 

CO-OP LEGAL SERVICES LIMITED 
Aztec 650 Aztec West 
Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 
(Ref: MPLV4112845P/) T514821 


PAULINE BRENDA MARGARET 
JACKSON (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 728 Hagley Road West Oldbury West 
Midlands B68 OPN, who died on 02/05/2017, 
are required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 05/01/2018, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 

M J DARBY & COMPANY 

107 Kent Road Halesowen B62 8PB T514472 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 

Cosmic Jeans Ltd of 
4-5 St Francis Factory 
Estate, Thomas Street, 
West Bromwich B70 6LY 
is applying to change an 
existing licence as follows: 

To add an operating centre 
to keep TFIREE goods 
vehicles and ZERO trailers 
at 4-5 St Francis Factory 
Estate, Thomas Street, West 
Bromwich B70 6LY. 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to 
the Traffic Commissioner at 
West Midlands Traffic Area, 
Hillcrest Flouse, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office. 
Dated: 2nd November 2017 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

Application has been made by S3 
Treats Limited, to the Licensing 
Authority of Sandwell Council, for 
a Premises Licence in respect of 
premises to be known as: 

Delightful Desserts, 548 - 550, 
Hagley Road West, Oldbury, West 
Midlands B68 OBZ. 

The application includes the 
following terms: To enable the 
sale of alcohol, between Monday - 
Sunday, 10.00 to 21.30 hours, for 
consumption on the premises. 

Full details of the application 
may be viewed at the Council 
Offices, Trading Standards and 
Licensing, Homes and Communities 
Directorate, Sandwell Council 
House, PO Box 2372, Oldbury B69 
3BS. 

During normal office hours, Monday 
to Friday. 

Email: Licensing_Team@sandwell. 
gov.uk 

Any representations by responsible 
authorities, or other persons 
regarding the application, must 
be made in writing to the above 
Licensing Authority and they must 
be received no later than 21st 
November 2017. 

It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an 
application and the maximum fine 
for which a person is liable on 
summary conviction for the offence 
is £5000. 




FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 0121 620 2445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 
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MR MAGIC 

I love you with all my heart, 
there isn't a man in this world 
who could be so wonderful as 
you. 

Thank you for loving me as you 
do. 

My love is yours until the end of 
time. 

Mrs Magic. 

xxxxx 



PETITE NICE LADY 

WLTM tall, smart, slim, caring 
nonsmoking Gent aged 55-65. 
For friendship / relationship, 
must have own car. 
Cannock and surrounding 
areas. 

Box Number P20991 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 


01902 317878 

y- Y 



MNA DIITAL 



STANDOUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 
on the NEW LOOK 
Express & Star website 
www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902319730 





FreeAds 




Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds i 
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All-new Hyundai Kona is 
on sale now from £16,195 



There are high levels of standard technology and connectivity equipment 


The all-new Kona follows on from the i30 family in 
offering a high level of standard safety equipment, 
with Driver Attention Alert, Lane Keeping Assist, 

Hill Start Assist Control and Downhill Brake Control 
featuring on all models, Premium SE adds Blind 
Spot Detection and Rear Cross Traffic Alert with 
Premium GT specification adding Autonomous 
Emergency Braking. High levels of standard 
technology and connectivity equipment also feature 
with all models of Kona benefitting from DAB and 
Bluetooth regardless of trim level. 

Prices will start from £16,195 for the Kona S 1.0 T-GDi 
120PS 6 speed manual, with external features including 
16” alloy wheels, body coloured bumpers, door 
handles and door mirrors, as well as rear spoiler with 
integrated LED brake light. Interior equipment includes 
cloth seats with driver’s seat height adjustment and 
60/40 split folding rear seat. S trim level also features air 
conditioning with rear air vents, automatic headlamps 
with LED positioning lamps and LED daytime running 
lamps. Convenience features on S trim include 
standard cruise control with speed limiter, electrically 
adjustable and heated door mirrors and electric front 
and rear windows. DAB and Bluetooth connectivity 
features as standard throughout the range, with the S 
featuring a 5” LCD centre console display, six speakers, 
USB and AUX connections and steering wheel controls 
for audio, telephone and cruise control operation. A 
drivers supervision instrument cluster with 3.5” LCD 
multifunction screen rounds off the Kona S trim level. 



The car is attractive and stands out 

From £17,495 the KonaSE 1.0 T-GDi 120PS manual 
has additional external equipment including 17” alloy 
wheels, roof rails and fog lamps. Additional SE interior 
equipment includes leather wrapped steering wheel and 
gear knob and electric driver’s seat lumbar support. SE 
comes as standard with a parking system including rear 
parking sensors and rear camera, with 7” touchscreen 
centre console display including smart device 
integration with Apple CarPlay™ and Android Auto™. 

Moving further up the range, the Kona Premium 1.0 
T-GDi 120PS manual at £18,795 continues with SE 
specification, with external changes including 18” 
alloy wheels, chrome surround to the black front grille, 
Anthracite finished side body garnish, and silver rear 
skid plate and side body mouldings. Premium trim 
also introduces climate control with automatic defog 
function, automatically dimming rearview mirror, 
automatic windscreen wipers and solar glass to the front 
windows and windscreen, with privacy glass to the rear 
windows and tailgate glass. Convenience features at 
this specification adds Smart Key with keyless entry and 
engine start/stop button and back storage pockets to 
both driver and passenger seats and luggage storage 
net. Kona Premium also sees the introduction of the high 
end KRELL premium audio system, including an eight 
speaker system with external amplifier and subwoofer. 
The KREL is controlled via an 8” touchscreen centre 
console display with satellite navigation and LIVE 
services, Apple CarPlay™ and Android Auto™. 

The Premium SE 1.0 T-GDi 120PS at £21,195, builds 
on the Premium specification by adding leather 
seat facings, with electrically adjustable driver and 
passenger seats, which also both offer seat heating 
and ventilation. Further additions include heated 
steering wheel, rear centre arm rest, power folding door 
mirrors and front parking sensors. New for Kona the 
Premium SE introduces the Head Up Display. Displayed 
information is customisable. 

The top of the range Premium GT 1.6 T-GDi 177PS 
7 speed DCT 4WD trim enters the range at £24,995 
and offers additional equipment, including full 
LED headlamps with High Beam Assist and static 
bending function, as well as LED reartailamps, a 
drivers supervision instrument cluster with 4.2” LCD 
multifunction screen. Kona Premium GT also adds the 
Safety Pack which includes Autonomous Emergency 
Braking with pedestrian recognition. 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

DUDLEY’S MAIN VAUXHALL DEALER 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILARLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 
REMEMRER TO RRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (Fs & C’s Apply) 



2015/15 JEEP 
RENEGADE 
1.4 MULTI AIR 
LIMITED 5DR 
DDCT AUTO 
Sat Nav, 

Bluetooth, Leather 
& Much More!! 

£14,650 

2012/62 
FORD FIESTA 
1.4 TDCi (70) 
TITANIUM 5-dr 
Diesel, Black, 
47,000 miles 
£6,995 

2012/62 
VOLVO XC60 
D4 [163] R 
DESIGN LUX 
5DR 

Full Leather, Sat 
Nav, Great Car 

£15,995 


2014/14 

VAUXHALL 

AMPERA 

ELECTRON 

5-dr Auto, 
Grey, 36,470 
miles 

£14,995 

2010/10 

MERCEDES-BENZ 
C CLASS C180CGI 
BLUEEFFICIENCY 
SPORT 5DR AUTO 

| A Stunning Estate 

£9,750 



2008/58 
- JAGUAR XF 
2.7D PREMIUM 
LUXURY 

4-dr Auto, 
Grey, 

43,000 miles 

£10,495 

I I I I H 

2013/63 VAUXHALL CORSA Sri 1.4, 3-dr, White, 

34,000 miles AC. £6,995 

111 a ii 

2014/64 VAUXHALL AMPERA ELECTRON HYBRID PLUG IN 

Grey, Leather, 36,000 miles ELECTRIC. £14,995 

2016/66 VAUXHALL CASCADA 1.4T, White, 

15,000 miles. Sat Nav. £14,650 

2015/15 MAZDA MX-5 CONVERTIBLE 

Low mileage. Alloys, Beautiful!!. £12,995 

2014/64 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTi SE 

4x4, White, Ex Demonstrator, Leather. £11,995 

2013/63 NISSAN QASHQAI 360, DCi, 

Metallic Paint, Subnroof, 48,000 miles. £9,995 

2014/14 DACIA DUSTER DCI AMBIENCE, 

Blue, 10,000 miles, A/C Metallic Paint. £7,995 

2008/58 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 5-dr, Diesel, 

Black, 4x4, 43,000 miles. £6,495 

2017/17 VAUXHALL CORSA STING 1.4 3-dr, 

Red, Only Delivery miles. £8,450 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA ENERGY 1.4 5-dr, 

White, Alloys, Only 6,500 miles. £7,995 

2013/13 PEUGEOT 208 1.2 VTi ACTIVE, 3-dr, 

Blue, 37,000 miles. £5,995 

2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5-dr Auto White, Only 

1,000 miles, A/C, Alloys. £11,995 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 EXCLUSIVE Estate, Auto, 

Metallic, Sat Nav, Alloys, 19,000 miles. £8,950 

2012/62 VAUXHALL MERIVA SE AUTO, Silver, 

1 owner, only 15,000 miles. £7,495 

2011/11 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRi Automatic, 5-dr, 

Black, Alloys, 45,000 miles. £6,495 

2010/10 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5-dr, Auto, Silver, 
Only 19,000 miles, A/C, Alloys. £6,495 

2012/61 MINI 1.6 COOPER LONDON 3-dr, Black, A/C, 

Alloys, 42,110 miles. £6,995 

2006/06 MINI 1.6 COOPER S 2-dr Convertible, Astro 
Black, 74,000 miles. £4,995 


" 

2008/08 

JAGUAR 

XF 2.7D 
LUXURY 

4-dr Auto, 
Silver, 

63,000 miles 

£9,750 


2015/15 
VAUXHALL 
ADAM 1.4i 

ROCKS AIR 

3-dr, 13,000 
miles. Great 
Spec 

£10,495 


2009/59 
VOLVO C30 
ES DRIVE 
START/STOP 

2-dr Coupe, 
Diesel, White, 
59,231 miles 

£6,995 

- . V |P 

2010/10 

RENAULT 

MEGANE 1.6 
; 16V 1-MUSIC 

5-dr, Black, 
62,000 miles 

£4,495 


2017/17 
VAUXHALL 
CORSA 1.3 

1 CDTI 16V VAN 
[START/STOP] 
Silver, 
only 5 Miles 
£9,495 +VAT 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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Stonic fills little SUV role with style 



Based on the new Rio hatchback and built alongside it in Korea, the Stonic is offered in a smaller number of versions 


By Ian Donaldson 

Nobody needs a watch the size of a coffee 
cup’s saucer or a handbag you’d have 
trouble checking in as Ryanair cabin 
baggage, but lots of people want both of 
them - although probably not the same 
people. 

And nobody really needs a smallish car that 
looks as though it could wade streams and 
shrug off life in the depth of a forest, even if it 
would drown with the first challenge and pine 
for its mummy on the other. 

No, people want a small SUV because 
they think it looks good. Not for them the dull 
practicality of a mere hatchback; not when 
they want to be seen as adventurous types 
who stand out from the crowd. 

And just at the moment the world can’t 
make enough small SUVs. Sales in Europe 
alone are expected to double to more than 
two million annually in the four years leading 
to 2020. 

And these are cars with buyers driven by 
desire, not bargain hunters desperate for a 
discount. 

It means they’ll happily pay a premium for 
the car of their dreams. And that makes the 
car manufacturers anxious to provide them 
with something to buy... 

Enter the Kia Stonic, the South Korean car 
maker’s first entry to the small SUV segment 
and a new baby sibling to the firm’s biggest 
seller by far in the UK, the Sportage. The 
name is a mix of ‘speedy’ and ‘tonic’, if you 
were wondering. 

Based on the new Rio small hatchback and 
built alongside it in Korea, the Stonic is offered 
in a smaller number of versions and aimed 


at buyers with a bit more to spend - there’s 
a premium of around £2,000 if you choose 
Stonic over Rio. 

For the extra cash you’ll have a car that 
is a bit longer and wider than the Rio (now 
4,140mm and 1,760mm respectively) but, 
crucially, 70mm taller and with a bit more 
ground clearance thrown in too. It means a 
car that fills its little-SUV role with style, even if 
there is no 4x4 version because hardly anyone 
would buy it. 

Personalise 

Instead, there’s a car that gives a buyer the 
chance to personalise their purchase with 
two-tone paint, picking out roof, door mirror 
casings and spoiler in contrasting colours, 
and choice of a pair of trim levels. 

You will also find a dashboard that borrows 
heavily from the Rio, so it’s crisply finished, 
logically set out and very easy to read but a bit 
dull and black. 

The top version is lightened a little by 
splashes of add-on colour, but the interior 
remains more practical (and reasonably 
roomy front and rear and in the boot) than 
inspiring. 

Kicking off the Stonic range is the £16,295 
car in ‘2’ grade with a 1.4 litre 98bhp petrol 
engine. It will reach 107mph, hit 62mph in 
12.2 seconds and travel 51.4 miles on a gallon 
in the official test, while putting out 125g/ 
km of C02 in the process. It is expected to 
be a modest seller, despite a kit count that 
includes 17ins alloy wheels, air conditioning, 
all-round electric windows, Bluetooth with 
voice recognition, rear parking sensors and a 
six-speaker sound system with steering wheel 
mounted controls. 


The First Edition Stonics, from £19,695, add 
two-tone paint with a contrasting roof, smart 
key entry, auto air con, heated front seats and 
steering wheel and splashes of chrome on 
window trim and door handles. 

Next engine up is a three-cylinder 
turbocharged petrol unit with 118bhp and a 
115mph top speed and 9.9 seconds to 62mph 
time, backed up with 56.5mpg and 115g/km in 
the official tests. It costs £16,995 and the £700 
premium over the entry-level car makes it look 
the bargain of the bunch. 


Out on a varied test route it delighted with 
sharp steering and a well controlled ride once 
out of town, where it turns a bit too firm, to 
produce a car that made you want to keep on 
driving, enjoying a snick-snick gear change 
along the way. 

A dash readout of 45.2mpg cemented the 
impression of a car that punches above its 
weight. 

For another £800 you can move to a 1.6 litre 
108bhp diesel, offering 112mph/10.9 seconds 
and 67.3mpg and 109g/km. 


Driving the same test route saw 53.9mpg at 
journey’s end - an expected economy boost 
from the diesel power unit but in a car that 
felt heavier and much less inclined to enjoy 
itself. 

In either car you can tell the Kia Stonic 
(designed mostly in Europe) was also 
honed on roads in the same part of the world 
and for drivers who value driving enjoyment 
a bit more highly than soggy-springed 
comfort. 

And quite right too. 



USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


NEW CAR REVIEWS & ROAD TESTS 
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Race aces Sam Gwilt, Owen Brown and Liam Harthill on the podium 


Sam Gwilt lands a telling blow in his bout with Martin Sammon 



Priory Park’s Tyriq Allison, left, in action against Olympic’s Brian O’Shea 


Priory are a big hit 
in and out the ring 

PRIORY Park Boxing Club are warming up for their next venture following 
a successful debut on the international stage. The Dudley-based outfit 
hosted an England versus Ireland clash at The Copthorne Hotel in Brier- 
ley Hill that saw the club’s boxers take on fighters from the renowned 
Olympic Boxing Club in Galway. 

And the event proved to be a huge hit inside and outside the ring much to the delight of 
chairman Paul Gough. The night served up a series of high-quality contests in front of a crowd 
of around 300 with the hosts emerging victorious thanks to victories from Ben Collins, Connor 
Jones, Jarrod Grant, Tyriq Allison, Tomas Grygkiewicz and Sam Gwilt. 

But as well as gaining plaudits for their efforts in the ring, Gough has been delighted with the 
feedback from the Irish visitors regarding the hospitality on display. 

Gough left no stone unturned in his bid to ensure the Olympic contingent enjoyed their stay in 
the Black Country with a Go Karting night getting the boxers revved up for action. “It was one 


SPOUTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“I would love to do an 
England-Scotland-lreland 
contest. That could be one 
for the future” 



Lords of the ring - Priory Park boxers ready for their contest with Ireland’s Olympic BC 


of the biggest events we have put on as a club, we had 
never staged an international contest before,” said 
Gough. “But it was a great success and the feedback 
we have had from Olympic has been outstanding. 

“They travel all over the place for fights but they 
said they had never been treated like this and looked 
after so well. That’s nice to hear and huge credit to 
our club. 

“It was an expensive show to put it on and it would 
not have been possible without our sponsors - Rich¬ 
ardson Capital, Barclays Bank, Willows Construction 
and Virtual Guard - so a massive thank you to them. 
We put all their fighters, coaches and officials up at 
The Copthorne for two nights. We really went out of 
our way to look after them. 

Training 

“We picked them up from the airport and then took 
them to our gym for a training session, and then took 
them out for some food. 

“On the first evening we had a Karting competition 
at Halesowen, which went down really well and then 
had some food and drinks after. The lads absolutely 
loved that. We even had three Priory lads coming 
first, second and third in that, which was great. 

“The Olympic lads had some down-time the follow¬ 
ing day before the show and then they were driven 
back to the airport the day after. A lot of hard work 
went into organising the show but it was worth it. It 
was great experience for our lads, as we will be going 
over there to fight next year in the return match.” 

The standard of boxing also impressed Gough, who 
doubled up as match-maker with Olympic coach Mick 


Mogan. “All the bouts were close and the quality was 
very high,” said Gough. “Olympic are the No.l club 
in Ireland and have won just about every competition 
going. One of their lads, Mike Delaney, is a four-time 
national champion and has won a bronze for GB. 

“Their coach Mick Mogan trusted my judgement 
in matching up the fights and I trusted his. And it 
worked out because there were some great fights. As 
well as the international fights, a number of other 
contests made up a 15-bout bill with the youngest 
boxer aged 10 and the oldest 24, and we had around 
300 people in.” 

Gough has designs on promoting further interna¬ 
tional shows in the future and may look north of the 
border. 

“It has whet my appetite for more shows like this 
and I would love to do an England-Scotland-lreland 
contest. That could be one for the future,” he said. 

As for the immediate future, the club are staging a 
development show at Brierley Hill Civic Hall on Sat¬ 
urday where there will be plenty of action featuring 
just Priory Park boxers. 

And while the club’s boxing contingent continues 
to grow, Gough also runs various fitness classes at the 
club’s Priory Road base. 

“The club is thriving at the moment. Our mem¬ 
bership is rising and I am continually getting texts 
and calls from people asking if they can join,” he said. 
“But it’s not just about boxing. We also run various 
fitness classes at the gym and the parents also get in¬ 
volved. It’s like one big happy family.” 

Tickets for the development show are available 
priced £15 and £10. Call Paul Gough on 07883 012981. 


Deeney antics spark 
the wrath of Hughes 

FORMER Walsall striker Troy Deeney has been told by Stoke City boss 
Mark Hughes he “should know better” after sparking a late melee in Wat¬ 
ford’s 1-0 home Premier League defeat. 

In stoppage-time Stoke put the ball out of play after a player went down 
injured, but rather than pass the ball back the Hornets captain appeared 
to attempt a cross into the visitors’ penalty area. 

Joe Allen reacted angrily but found himself being grabbed by the face by 
the burly Hornets striker as players from both sides squared up. Deeney 
and Allen were booked, but Stoke boss Hughes was less than impressed by 
Deeney’s conduct. 

“I thought it was a bit unnecessary,” he said. “Clearly we kicked the 
ball out and the right thing to do in the spirit of the game is throw it back. 

“Deeney, the captain of the club, should know better but he shaped to 
play it into our box and that’s why Joe reacted. I’ve seen pictures of raised 
hands and thumbnails in faces which is totally unnecessary.” 


woakes the all-round 
fit to fill Stokes' void 

ENGLAND all-rounder Chris Woakes has vowed to help fill the void left by 
Ben Stokes on the Ashes tour. Stokes has not flown out with the rest of the 
squad to Australia, having been suspended following an incident outside a 
Bristol nightclub in September. 

The 26-year-old Durham player has not been ruled out of the five-match 
Test series which begins in Brisbane on November 23, but he is out of con¬ 
sideration for selection until further notice. 

Captain Joe Root has suggested England are preparing to play the en¬ 
tire series without him, meaning Woakes and Moeen Ali, and wicketkeep¬ 
er-batsman Jonny Bairstow, will have to replace those lost runs. 

Great Barr-born Woakes said: “Losing Ben as an all-rounder means my¬ 
self, Moeen and I suppose even Jonny have more of a chance to prove our 
worth. I take my batting as seriously as possible. I know I have been batting 
at nine in recent Test matches but whenever I have played for Warwick¬ 
shire I have obviously batted a lot higher than that.” 


Event is all a-bout 
Olympic fighter 

THE world’s first-ever Punjabi MMA fighter is to visit the West Midlands 
next month for a charity event. 

Olympian and UFC heavyweight Arjan Singh Bhullar will take part in a 
meet-and-greet event in Birmingham on November 25. 

The Indo-Canadian fighter will also tell his life story at the event, which 
has been organised by the Wolverhampton-based Showfighter group. 

Bhullar, aged 31, is currently ranked world number 19 in the MMA heav¬ 
yweight division by the MMA World Ranking website. 

The event is at The Hagley (Ibis Hotel) on Hagley Road, Birmingham. 
Funds raised will go to the Jet Singh Trust. 

Bhullar has represented Canada internationally as a freestyle wrestler at 
several world championships, at the 2010 Commonwealth Games and at the 
2012 Olympic Games. He is from Richmond, British Columbia. 

In August 2014, Bhullar had his first amateur fight as a mixed martial 
artist. He turned pro in November of that year. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, November 2, 2017 



































Boxing club packs punch 
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Hume back 
in the saddle 
at Brummies 

POPULAR racer Danyon Hume will 
be back with Birmingham for a third 
straight season in 2018. 

The 21-year-old has now fully recov¬ 
ered from a broken arm and becomes the 
first signing under new owners David 
and Peter Mason. 

After just two league appearances be¬ 
fore injury struck in April, Hume will 
start next season on a 7.33 average - a 
figure which made him ‘a must-have’ 
rider according to club bosses. 

“It’s a no brainer really isn’t it?” David 
Mason said. “It was a shame Danyon’s 
2017 season was ended so early through 
injury, but prior to that he showed he’s 
more than capable of reaching double 
figures in the majority of his meetings. 

“Even on an off night Danyon is nor¬ 
mally good for at least seven points and 
we can only see him increasing his aver¬ 
age by the end of next year. 

“That’s the route we’re ideally looking 
to go down too - building a team of seven 
riders who will all build on and improve 
their starting averages. 

“Danyon was a must-have rider for 
any team so we’re delighted to have him 
back. 

“He’s a talented speedway rider, he’s 
a true professional both on and off the 
track and he’s a very popular individual 
at Birmingham too.” 

Hume is thrilled to have secured a 
return. He said: “I made it very clear 
where I wanted to be in the National 
League and I can’t thank David and 
Peter enough for making this happen. 

“Because of what I’ve been through 
with the club and what they’ve done for 
me in my short career so far, Birming¬ 
ham will always hold a special place in 
my heart. It means a lot to be back.” 

No for fear Baggies 
on visit to Terriers 

KIERAN GIBBS says Albion must ap¬ 
proach their huge game with Hudders¬ 
field Town with ‘no fear’. 

The Baggies travel to the John 
Smith’s Stadium on Saturday with pres¬ 
sure building on head coach Tony Pulis 
following a run of no win in nine games 
in all competitions. 

The Baggies have only won once on 
their travels but Gibbs says the team 
must go out and get all three points. 

“It’s a big game,” he admitted. “We 
have to go there with no fear at all and 
go to try and win the game.” 

Albion are just two points above the 
bottom three and face daunting fixtures 
against Chelsea and Tottenham after the 
trip to Huddersfield. 

Gibbs agreed it was a crucial game and 
the left-back is eager to get his first win 
in Albion colours since his £5m move 
from Arsenal. He’s also keen to enter the 
third international break of the season 
on a positive note after the Baggies were 
forced to stew for a fortnight on late 
equalisers in each of the last two. 


King's men on march up the table 


BOSS Dave King says there is a feelgood factor 
around Tividale after they made it three straight 
wins by overcoming Dudley Sports in the West 
Midlands League. 

A Dan Smith brace saw The Dale run out 2-1 
winners at Hillcrest Avenue on Saturday - a re¬ 
sult which moved them up to third in the Premier 
Division. 

Now five points behind leaders Wolverhampton 
Sporting Community, King’s men were facing 
Bustleholme on Tuesday night in the JW Hunt 


Cup before resuming their league campaign 
against AFC Bridgnorth on Saturday. 

But despite their impressive recent form, the 
manager says nobody at the club is getting car¬ 
ried away. 

“Things are going well, we are enjoying the 
season and there is a good buzz about the place,” 
King said. “But we are well aware with have only 
played 13 games in a 38 game league season. 

“I know it’s a cliche, but when you take into 
account the cups as well, it’s a long season and we 


are going to take it one game at a time. Crowds 
are on the up, we are playing some good football 
- long may it continue. 

“But we’re in November so we won’t be getting 
carried away just yet.” 

Elsewhere in the division, leaders Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Sporting Community secured a 2-0 win over 
Dudley Town with Tom Hill netting both goals. 

Black Country Rangers thrashed division whip¬ 
ping boys Wellington Amateurs 8-0. Smethwick 
fell to a 2-1 loss at Pegasus Juniors. Gornal Ath¬ 
letic secured a 4-1 win at Bustleholme. 



HEAD coach Tony Pulis is con¬ 
fident it will just take one vic¬ 
tory to kick-start Albion’s sea¬ 
son. 

Pulis says Albion’s gutsy perfor¬ 
mance against Manchester City proves 
his players believe they will turn their 
form around. 

Supporters are growing restless after nine 
games without a win in all competitions. But 
Baggies are on exactly the same number of points 
as they were at this stage last season and Pulis 
hopes a win over Huddersfield on Saturday will 
ignite their season. 

“We’ve taken the club further and further over 
the last three seasons. You get these periods, ups 
and downs. Everybody outside the top six will 
have good and bad runs,” he said. 

“We just need a result to get out of it and give 
us the confidence. From then on we’ll be fine.” 

Fighting 

Last weekend, although Pep Guardiola’s team 
eventually outclassed the home side, Pulis’s men 
played better than recent weeks and managed to 
stay in the game until Raheem Sterling scored 
City’s third on the hour mark. 

And the head coach says it was a team perfor¬ 
mance that shows the players are still fighting 
for the cause. 

”1 don’t think there was a lack of confidence,” 
he said. “Maybe a lack of quality at times in cer¬ 
tain areas. But we had the confidence to get after 
City and put them under pressure.” 

There were one or two angry chants directed 
towards the head coach by a small number of 
fans, although they were quickly drowned out 
by others. A few faint boos from the home end 
greeted the final whistle. 

Albion posed more of a threat in the final third 
thanks a 5-3-2 formation that moved Jay Rodri¬ 
guez up front with Salomon Rondon. Rodriguez, 
and Matt Phillips scored, with Leroy Sane, Fer- 
nandinho and Sterling on the mark for City. 


Jay Rodriguez lifts the ball over City keeper Ederson for the Baggies’ opening goal 


Bad break - but Chambers reacts positively 


TEENAGE midfielder Jack 
Chambers has impressed Albi¬ 
on’s coaches with his response 
to breaking his leg at the week¬ 
end. 

The 17-year-old from North¬ 
ern Ireland had to have an 
operation after sustaining the 
serious injury in action for the 
under-18s on Saturday. 


But the former Linfield 
player, who was signed in July 
2016, has featured regular for 
James Shan’s under-23s this 
season. 

“I’ve spoken to Jack regu¬ 
larly,” said Shan. 

“I know he’s had his oper¬ 
ation and that seems to have 
been a success, but we’re obvi¬ 


ously gutted for the lad. He’s 
a real professional in terms of 
everything he does and he’s 
stepped up to the u-23s a lot 
this season and done really well 
for us. 

“We hope he has a speedy 
recovery and he’ll get all the 
support he needs from the staff 
here.” 



Long journey 
takes toll on 
depleted side 

Ashfield 11 Wednesbury6 

IT was a game too far for Wednesbury, 
after a long journey and with a weak¬ 
ened side, as they exited Round 3 of the 
RFU Junior Vase. 

Due to the number of injuries, even 
coach Gary Summers came out of retire¬ 
ment to go on the subs bench. 

Throughout the game Wednesbury 
looked jaded, but despite having the 
majority of possession were unable to 
finish off their moves. Ashfield took an 
early lead with a penalty, then shortly 
afterwards had a player yellow carded. 
Wednesbury were not able to take ad¬ 
vantage of the extra man, nor could the 
forwards make their dominance tell. 

Ashfield increased their lead with an¬ 
other penalty on the half hour. Wednes¬ 
bury kept up the pressure and were 
awarded a penalty close to half-time, 
which Matt Dale converted. 

At the start of the second half, 
Wednesbury awarded another penalty, 
but the kick was missed. 

Twenty minutes into the second half 
Ashfield scored, no conversion. Wednes¬ 
bury replied with a penalty kicked by 
Dale. Wednesbury kept pressing but 
could not make the breakthrough. 

This weekend Wednesbury return to 
league action at home to Market Dray¬ 
ton kick off 2-15pm 

A Wednesbury side of Seconds and 
Vets lost at home to an Essington Vets 
side 15-19. Tries came from Dom Weath¬ 
ers and Brett Hooper, with Simon Wal¬ 
lace kicking a penalty and a conversion. 

Banks's hosts games 
in under-17 Euros 

WALSALL’S Banks’s Stadium will be a 
host ground for next year’s UEFA Eu¬ 
ropean Under-17 Championship finals. 

The annual tournament, for Europe’s 
16 elite nations, runs from from May 
4-20. The Banks’s will stage games 
along with Burton Albion, Chesterfield, 
Loughborough University, Rotherham 
United and St George’s Park. 

World Cup winners England, who won 
the European Under-17 title in 2010 and 
2014, and were runners-up to Spain in 
2017, qualified automatically as hosts. 

Walsall Chief Executive Stefan Gam¬ 
ble said: “We are delighted to be one of 
the host stadiums.” 
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